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MORRIS IS TRUE BUIE FOR HIS PORTRAIT ON COMMONS WEBSITE 



James Morris, poses for the website 


JAMES Morris was one of hundreds of politi¬ 
cians to pose for a new set of portraits for the 
House of Commons new website. 

The Conservative MP for Halesowen and Row- 
ley Regis wore party colours for the shot, a light 
blue tie against a navy suit. 

Mr Morris, who has held his seat since 2010, 
has campaigned for better mental health ser¬ 
vices and devolution. 

In the 2017 General Election he took a huge 
51.9 per cent share of the votes and managed 
to retain his seat despite Labour’s widely-sup- 


ported Ian Cooper taking 40 per cent. Mr Morris 
has also generally toed the party line and voted 
in accordance with his Conservative colleagues 
during his tenure. 

The pictures were snapped by celebrity pho¬ 
tographer Chris McAndrew, who is known for 
his work with the likes of rapper Snoop Dogg 
and leading Hollywood actors American Adrian 
Brody, known for his work in The Pianist and 
TV Sherlock Holmes, Benedict Cumberbatch. 
Mr McAndrew photographed 90 per cent of MP’s 
over a two day period, producing around 15,000 


images in total. The photos have been posted on 
the new parliamentary website for public view 
and given to the MP’s themselves. 

Carrie Barclay, head of UK Parliament’s dig¬ 
ital team, said the portraits had been well re¬ 
ceived. 

She said: “There’s a clear need for members 
of the public to be able to recognise the person 
that represents them in Parliament, but seeing 
how so many people have used them to strike 
up conversations and share jokes and stores has 
been really exciting.” 


Fundraising drive after ‘phenomenal’ turnout this year 

HELP CARNIVAL 
BE EVEN BETTER 


SERVICES 

Royal Mail delivery 
office in relocation 

THE Royal Mail delivery office in Oldbury 
could be closed and operations moved to 
Halesowen, bosses have revealed. 

The move is part of proposals by Royal 
Mail bosses to join up delivery services by 
moving operations to the Coombs Wood 
office. A Royal Mail spokesman said work¬ 
ers from the Bridge Street office would 
move to Halesowen and the change would 
not result in any jobs being lost or any loss 
in service to members of the public. 

Talks have begun with the Communica¬ 
tions Workers Union and staff at both sites. 

The spokesman said the move would 
‘increase efficiency’ and improve facilities 
for people living in the B68 and B69 post¬ 
code areas. 

CRIME 

Brazen thieves 
in raid on shed 

BRAZEN thieves stole padlocks, lawn- 
mowers and a drill from a shed. 

They targeted the outbuilding at the 
back of a home in St Kenelm’s Road in 
Romsley, near Halesowen, in the early 
hours of Saturday morning. 

Police said crooks stole two heavy 
duty padlocks as well as a Hayter sit-on 
mower, a Mansfield lawn mower and a 
Dremel drill before making off. 

Call police on 101. 


A BIG fundraising appeal has been launched to help make 
next year’s Halesowen Carnival come back with a bang 
after this year’s edition was a big success. 

The appeal comes as the free event attracted more than 7,000 revel¬ 
lers last month in Highfield Park. Organisers have set up a Just Giving 
page in order to raise funds for the event, which has seen year-on-year 
growth since its return from a 30-year hiatus in 2015. 

Councillor Stuart Henley, carnival chairman, has taken to Twitter to appeal to the pub¬ 
lic. He said: “We’re hard at work planning 
for next year’s event. 

“We will be keeping the food and drink 
festival that we trialled this year due to 
how popular it was, we have a theme in 
mind for next year’s event and will an¬ 
nounce this when finalised. 

Minimum 

“If everyone who attended this year’s 
event donated a minimum of £1 each we 
would raise the money we are after.” 

Mr Henley was brought on board in 2015 
to help resurrect the event from its long 
stretch of inactivity. 

Costing up to £8,000 to put on, the carni¬ 
val puts on craft stalls, live music, food and 
drink, a fair and dog show. 

Mr Henley added: “The event this year, 
it was a lot better than what we expected. 

“Just going on what the security said 
and what the first aiders said, we got about 
five or six thousand this year. 

“All the food and drink providers want 
to come back next year anyway. It’s really 
good. 

“Some photos we got on our Facebook 
page, you couldn’t see any grass.” 

A search for volunteers has also been 



Halesowen wheelchair tennis star Jordanne Whiley has confirmed she won her fourth successive Wimbledon 
women’s wheelchair doubles title while pregnant. The 25-year-old, pictured above, left, with her tennis partner 
Yui Kamiji, has tweeted to announce her pregnancy with partner and coach Marc McCarroll. Boon - Back Page 


Report by Luke Bartlett 


launched as the small committee behind 
the carnival, made up of just four volun¬ 
teers, look to prepare for next year’s event 
- scheduled to take place on July 7. 

Event organiser Chris Milton, 51, from 
Halesowen, said: “This year it was phenom¬ 
enal, it exceeded all expectations, it was 
fantastic. 

“I don’t know what six or seven thousand 
people look like but we had the two fields, 
and at one stage it was almost impossible 
to move. 

“Already we’re having people booking 
their pitches for next year.” 

Workers are responsible for vital planning 
of the event and carrying out tasks during 
the day such as jingling collection buckets, 
handing out the programs, selling raffle 
tickets, litter picking and running the car¬ 
nival stalls. 

So far the campaign, which was launched 
a fortnight ago, has raised £10 of the £5,000 
target. To back the campaign for next year’s 
festival, visit www.justgiving.com/crowd 
funding/halesowencarnivalandmusicfestival 


RETAIL 


Merry Hill in talks 
over empty shop 

MERRY HILL owners intu say they are in 
talks with a potential new tenant for the 
empty BHS store at the shopping centre. 

The company is reshaping the centre to 
reduce the number of smaller units. 

The news comes as the owners also an¬ 
nounced dramatic plans for a cinema and 
restaurants extension. 

• Vision - Page 2 


INSIDE 


SIGHT JUST 
HAS TO BE SEEN 



British Curry Awards 2007/2008 - Winner of the top restaurant ‘UK’ • British Fusion - Chef of the Year 2007/2008, Taste of Britain Chef of the Year 2010/11/14 & Businessman Award 2015 awarded by Curry Life Magazine 


h 
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Award winning chef Shahidur is 
pleased to welcome you to 
The Raj Spice. 

The Raj Spice is an award winning 
restaurant being awarded British 
Curry Award 3 times with Shahidur 
also picking up Chef of the Year 
awards. 


THE GUILD OF RESTAURANT EXCELLENCY 2013 

We have no other branches 


OPENING HOURS 


Sunday - Thursday 5.30pm - 12.30am, 
Friday & Saturday 5.30pm -1,00am 


Your award winning restaurant’ Curry Chef of the Year 2010-2011 

SUNDAY BUFFET 6-1OPM 

Wide range of Indian and Bangladeshi fooc 

Choice of four starters, four mains, two side dishes' 

Rice and chips, salad, sauces etc. included 

£8.95 per head • £5.95 underJ2 ■ y / 

0121 559 5537/561 3556 IHH “Sr" I I , . 

uruer UIIIIMU. I food hygiene rating 1 

7 Halesowen Street, Rowley Regis, Warley, West Midlands B65 0HG Receive a 20% discount I | I /T n AI * 

Orderonlineatwww.therajspice.CO.uk on collection 


The Raj Spice 

• Restaurant of Distinction • Fully Refurbished • Fully Licensed 
• Bring Your Own Wine • Fully Air Conditioned 
10% DISCOUNT ON ALL COLLECTION ORDERS OVER £10.00 
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Campaign to keep children safe online 



Anne Millward 


A COUNCILLOR has backed a ‘vital’ 
campaign to help young people avoid 
child sexual exploitation online. 

The See Me, Hear Me campaign en¬ 
courages children to stay safe while 
browsing the internet, in particular 
gaming platforms, social media and 
chatrooms. 

Councillor Anne Millward, cabinet 
member for children’s services at Dud¬ 
ley Council, added how it was crucial 
for parents and carers to be open when 
talking to their children about their ex¬ 
periences online. The campaign advises 


children not to give our personal infor¬ 
mation, not to meet up with anyone met 
online and that offenders can easily hide 
behind a fake and anonymous profile. 

It also advises them not to upload any 
images or videos they wouldn’t want 
their parent to see to the internet. 

Councillor Millward said: “With the 
internet and, in particular, social media 
and online gaming becoming such a 
big part of young people’s daily lives, 
we want them to be able to enjoy their 
activities without making themselves 
vulnerable. While we can’t monitor 


every click, we should be open with our 
children and talk to them about online 
dangers. 

“By giving young people a few key 
safety tips about how to stay safe online 
and encouraging them to share it with 
their friends we can stop the perpetra¬ 
tors in their tracks.” 

The campaign website can be found at 
www. seeme-hearme. org.uk 

Anyone concerned about children’s 
safety online can contact West Midlands 
Police on 101, speak in confidence to 
Crimestoppers on 0800 555111. 


Mother and son jailed 
over plot to kill man 


A MOTHER and her son have 
been put behind bars for a total 
of 28 years after a ‘merciless’ at¬ 
tack on her boyfriend who was 
lured into an ambush and at¬ 
tacked with an array of weapons. 

Balbir Kaur recruited 21-year-old 
Manvir Singh to murder Samson 
Masih, 37, Wolverhampton Crown 
Court heard. 

The 43-year-old knew when the victim 
was coming to her home and told her son 
who arranged an ambush, explained Mr 
Robert Price, prosecuting. Both men ar¬ 
rived at the flat in Alfred Gunn House, 
Thompson Road, Oldbury, after Kaur told 
Singh: “Come and kill him.” 

The men left the flat together and 
walked to nearby Primrose Bank where the 
son had arranged for four men to lie in wait 
in a parked car. 

Ferocious 

At the pre-arranged signal of Singh 
grabbing the unsuspecting victim round 
the neck they joined in the ferocious beat¬ 
ing armed with a machete-type weapon, 
metal bar and knife. Mr Masih suffered a 
depressed fracture of the skull and broken 
bones in his back, leg and face during the 
October 12 onslaught. Nine months later 
he is still suffering both physically and psy¬ 
chologically, the court heard. 

Mother of three Kaur wanted him dead 
after discovering his sole interest was sex 
not marriage, it was suggested. 

Mr Barry Grennan, defending, argued: 
“There was a significant degree of provo¬ 
cation.” Mr Gurdeep Garcha, for Singh, of 
Green Lane, Walsall, said: “He is extremely 
protective of his mother.” 

A jury found Kaur guilty of soliciting 
murder and convicted Singh of attempted 
murder. Both pleaded not guilty. 

Judge James Burbidge QC jailed the 
mother for 11 years while her son - said 
to represent a danger to the public - was 
given an extended 17 year sentence, mean¬ 
ing he must serve at least two thirds. 


intu’s cinematic vision for Merry Hill 



Artist impression showing how the proposed leisure extension at Merry Hill could look 


MERRY HILL owners intu have 
revealed dramatic plans for a new 
cinema and a string of restaurants 
as part of a major extension of the 
shopping centre. 

The company has just bought 
the building that houses the ex¬ 
isting Odeon cinema at Merry Hill 
and is now in talks with the chain 
to move it into a new building that 
would be constructed at the rear of 
the centre. 

It would be surrounded by a 
number of new restaurants as part 


of intu’s aim to double the amount 
of entertainment and eating space 
they provide at Merry Hill. 

The scheme, expected to go to 
Dudley Council planners later this 
year, is part of intu’s £100 million 
programme of improvements at the 
shopping centre over the next few 
years. 

Matthew Roberts, intu’s chief fi¬ 
nancial officer, reaffirmed the com¬ 
pany’s belief that Merry Hill could 
become one of its ‘best performing 
assets’ in the coming years, rival¬ 


ling the likes of intu’s Trafford 
Centre and Lakeside in Essex. 

“We are very happy with the way 
Merry Hill is performing at the mo¬ 
ment,” he said. 

“We want to extend the centre 
at the rear to incorporate a new 
cinema and surround it with with 
a lot of restaurants. Over the next 
few years our plan is to double the 
amount of leisure and food at Merry 
Hill from five to 10 per cent.” 

The current cinema building is 
leased by Odeon, said Mr Roberts. 


£l.2m canal 
revamp will 
be beneficial 
forresidents 

COUNCIL chiefs say more than £1 mil¬ 
lion will be spent upgrading a three-mile 
stretch of the canal between three rail¬ 
way stations. 

The canal towpath between Smeth¬ 
wick Galton Bridge, Sandwell & Dudley 
and Dudley Port rail stations is set for a 
£1.2m revamp, which bosses claim will 
have ‘health benefits’ for the local com¬ 
munities who live around them as well 
as to lifestyle. 

A council report says the cash will 
come from a West Midlands Combined 
Authority fund to improve cycle routes 
in the Midlands. 

According to the authority, the Man¬ 
aging Short Trips strategy aims to 
‘create an extensive, safe and coherent 
network of well-designed off and on-road 
links’ across the region that will encour¬ 
age active lifestyles. 

Councillor David Hosell, cabinet 
member for highways, said: “Any im¬ 
provements that we can make to the ca¬ 
nals - either appearance, safety or other 
things - are to be welcomed. 

“This work will benefit the commu¬ 
nity in a number of ways, that can be 
either exercise or for seeing wildlife and 
nature, as well as making them safer,” 
Councillor Hosell added of the move to 
improve the stretch of canal between the 
three stations. 


Meerkats enjoy 
new sand at zoo 

MEERKATS at a Black Country attrac¬ 
tion are enjoying bucket loads of fun 
after more sand was delivered for their 
enclosure. 

Zookpeers at Dudley Zoo mixed in 
mealworms with the sand and filled 
buckets to make sandcastles around the 
enclosure. 

Assistant curator Jay Haywood said: 
“The meerkats immediately dived into 
the sandcastles to find the treats hidden 
inside. 

“Meerkats are excellent diggers and 
have very long claws which help them. 

“They typically dig underground, 
but this is also a fun way for visitors to 
see them at work. The sandcastles only 
lasted seconds, but at least they did the 
sand spreading across the floor for us, 
which saved us a job!” 

Vinyl record fair 
to spin fans round 

A HUGE vinyl fair is coming. Vinyl 
fans will be in for a treat with a range 
of records on offer including punk, rock, 
soul and hip hop at the Custard Facto¬ 
ry in Digbeth, Birmingham. The event 
will take place on August 12 between 
10.30am and 3.30pm. Admission is £3. 



HOURS 

FREE 


Nursery Provision Term Time Only 


Old Hill Primary School 

Contact the office for more information 

01384 569213 

Lawrence Lane, Cradley Heath, 

West Midlands B64 6DR 
email:lramsden@oldhillprimaryschool.com 


Denture Care Clinic 

• Providing a personal and discreet service 

• Be confident with your new hand crafted unique smile 

• We can spend over 3 hours to ensure the perfect smile 

• The most advance techniques are used to customise 
your denture all under one roof 

• A range is avalible to accommodate everyone’s budget 


VISITS 


MILE 


NEW 

DENTURES 


COPY 

DENTURES 


NATURAL 

LOOKING 


DENTURE 

REPAIR 


CALL FOR A FREE CONSULTATION 

Lee Torrington 01384 468 648 

CDT Royal College of Surgeons England RDT w 

3a BLACKBERRY LANE, HALESOWEN, B63 4NX 


Find us on: 

facebook 
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Redundancy 
led man 
to growing 
cannabis 

A MAN who decided to grow cannabis 
for a living after being made redun¬ 
dant has been spared a prison sen¬ 
tence. 

Police found 28 plants being grown 
by Craig Faulkner when they visited 
his home on an unrelated matter, 
Wolverhampton Crown Court heard. 

“He told police he did not smoke 
cannabis and had become engaged in 
the operation to make money,” Mr 
Paul Spratt, prosecuting, said. 

The 32-year-old defendant turned 
to crime after losing his job of deliv¬ 
ering and installing garden sheds, it 
was said. 

Stupid 

Mr Rupert Jones, defending, said: 
“He then made the stupid decision to 
grow cannabis to earn money. 

“It was a means of retaining an 
ongoing income but was not going to 
make him rich.” 

Faulkner had featured in a case 
involving the possession of drugs the 
day before the cannabis farm was dis¬ 
covered in Adelaide Street, Brierley 
Hill, on March 29, the court was told. 

Faulkner, now of Eddy Road, Kid¬ 
derminster, pleaded guilty to pro¬ 
ducing cannabis and was given a 
12-month jail sentence suspended for 
18 months. 

He was ordered to do 100 hours’ un¬ 
paid work and pay £400 towards the 
cost of the case. 

Police officers to 
have spit hoods 

SPIT hoods will be introduced for 
4,500 West Midlands Police officers 
from October. 

The force said its staff were spat 
at 231 times last year and the light¬ 
weight mesh hoods would be used 
to protect officers and prevent the 
spread of disease. 

The equipment will be issued to of¬ 
ficers after they have completed train¬ 
ing, and will be used only on suspects 
who have spat or threatened to spit. 

West Midlands Police and Crime 
Commissioner David Jamieson said 
he expected spit hoods to be used ‘on 
few occasions’. 

“We want to protect our officers 
during their duty to keep us safe 
against those people they come in con¬ 
tact with,” he added. 


Let us drink tea 

CHURCH officials are inviting people 
to afternoon tea. 

Hurst Green Methodist Church, 
in Narrow Lane, Halesowen, will be 
welcoming visitors on Saturday from 
2-4pm. A cream tea costs £3. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Anger as police baton video goes viral 



The video of the incident in Birmingham 


THE Independent Police Complaints 
Commission (IPCC) is investigating 
after a video showing police using 
force went viral. 

The video showed an officer using 
his baton during an arrest in Bir¬ 
mingham which was posted on Face- 
book and Twitter on Monday night. 

The footage reveals how an alter¬ 
cation broke out between a man and 
plain-clothed policemen who had 
been speaking to a group of men on 
the street. 

The officers then become embroiled 
in a scuffle. Two officers then attempt 


to wrestle the man to the floor as a 
third draws his baton and strikes the 
man at least four times. 

Officers featured in the footage 
were stood down from normal duties 
on Tuesday. Now, the case has been 
referred to the IPCC. 

Abdul Hamid Faruki shared one 
video with West Midlands Police on 
Twitter, asking the force ‘is this ap¬ 
propriate policing?’ 

Meanwhile a different video posted 
by The Network for Police Monitor¬ 
ing has been retweeted more than 700 
times, while another Facebook clip 


has been watched more than 5,000 
times. And now the officers featured 
in the footage have been stood down 
from normal duties while investiga¬ 
tions on the Upper Sutton Street inci¬ 
dent on Sunday are made. 

Police and Crime Commissioner, 
David Jamieson, said: “I am looking 
at the incident very closely and I have 
raised it with the Chief Constable. I 
am assured that he is taking it very 
seriously. Stop and search is a nec¬ 
essary, but intrusive policing power. 
It is very important that it is used 
fairly.” 


“I have only started doing this 
since I retired and it makes the 
garden look incredibly beautiful 
and shining.” 

Before the grandfather-of-four 
retired he would only keep his 
lawn and borders tidy at his 100ft 
by 30ft garden. Now it is a pictur¬ 
esque paradise. 


Four in five happy 
with rail journey 

MORE than four in five rail passen¬ 
gers in the West Midlands are satis¬ 
fied with their journeys, according to 
a new survey. 

Some 92 per cent of users said they 
were satisfied with Virgin Trains’ 
service and 84 per cent with London 
Midland - slightly higher than the na¬ 
tional average. 

Overall, 83 per cent of people were 
satisfied with their last train journey, 
according to Transport Focus’s spring 
survey of 27,000 passengers. 

This is an increase of three per cent 
compared with the same period last 
year and is the joint-highest figure 
since autumn 2012. 

Viewers can make 
impression on TV 

VIEWERS of TV station Made in 
Birmingham could see their faces on 
their own television screen with its 
new Facebox competition. 

The channel, which also serves the 
Black Country, is looking for up to 
20 members of the public to feature 
in its new ‘channel idents’ - a short 
sequence between programmes to 
identify the station - that will see the 
winning viewer’s photo included in a 
range of animated city scenes. 

For more details on how to get in¬ 
volved and be featured visit www. 
madeinbirmingham.tv/facebox 

Parks helpers 
receive awards 

VOLUNTEERS who help to look af¬ 
ter parks, allotments and other green 
spaces have been honoured at an 
awards evening. 

Seven groups were presented with 
awards at The Great Green Get To¬ 
gether, held inside the Walled Garden 
at Wollescote Park, Stourbridge. 

The awards are a celebratory event 
to thank volunteers at Dudley Coun¬ 
cil-owned parks. They were presented 
by Councillor Karen Shakespeare, 
cabinet member for environmental 
services, and chief officer for environ¬ 
mental services Matt Williams. 

Roadworks to improve 
safety and reduce jams 

WORK is being carried out at three 
locations to improve road safety and 
reduce congestion. 

Traffic lights are being installed as 
part of a £100,000 scheme at Doul- 
ton Road, Rowley Regis. At Garratts 
Lane, Cradley Heath, the road is being 
widened at the junction with Wrights 
Lane to relieve congestion. 

And a puffin crossing is being in¬ 
stalled in Gospel Oak Road, Tipton, to 
help improve pedestrian safety. 


Sex offender headed for 
Spain after his escape 


A SEX offender escaped from a care 
centre and fled to Spain, shortly af¬ 
ter being spotted applying for his 
first passport, a judge heard. 

Twenty-year-old Jordan Goodwin, also 
known as Jordan Hagan, stuffed pillows 
under the covers of his bed to give the im¬ 
pression he was sleeping, Wolverhampton 
Crown Court heard. 

Then he forced open a secure window and 
ran away from the Huntercombe Centre in Un¬ 
derhill Street, Langley, that caters for people 
with mental health problems, on March 13. 

He left a letter of explanation at the home of 
his partner and flew out of the country, said Mr 
Andrew Tucker, prosecuting. He added: “He 
got to Spain but was arrested pretty quickly. 
A number of weeks earlier he had been seen 
filling in a passport application form and when 
asked why came up with some innocuous rea¬ 
son.” But Judge Amjad Nawaz asked: “What 
other purpose could there be for a passport?” 

Warrant 

The defendant had been made the subject 
of an indefinite hospital order at Derby Crown 
Court in 2011 after committing a serious sex¬ 
ual offence at the age of 12, it was said. 

A European Arrest Warrant was issued four 
days after he vanished and, on March 24, he 
was flown from Madrid to Birmingham. 

He was then detained by police at the airport 
on landing. 

Mr Simon Hanns, defending, said: “There 
was some element of planning but whether 
the authorities should have been aware of this 
is another matter. He feels that the hospital 
order is no longer appropriate and he should 
now be back in society.” 

Goodwin admitted escaping from custody 
and was given six months detention in a Young 
Offenders Institution. 

However, he had already spent more than 
half the term in custody waiting for the case 
to be resolved. That meant he was eligible for 
immediate release and could be transferred to 
a secure unit in Northamptonshire to continue 
his treatment. 


Dennis’s garden is blooming lovely 



So proud - Dennis Amos in his beautiful garden in Farm Road, Oldbury 


A RETIRED builder has trans¬ 
formed his garden into a blooming 
delight. 

Dennis Amos, aged 72, only 
began to sow seeds in his green¬ 
house a few years ago. Now he 
has around 18 different varieties 
of plants in 20 pots and 32 hang¬ 
ing baskets. 


Mr Amos, from Farm Road, 
Oldbury, is especially proud of his 
begonias which are bursting with 
bright colours. He said: “This year 
is the best yet. I was really excited 
when I saw all the colour. Begon¬ 
ias are my speciality. I am amazed 
with it this year as all the plants 
look superb. 
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JFB GATES & RAILINGS 



• IRON GATES • IRON RAILINGS 
•BALUSTRADES 


Pop in and see us 
lots of offers on 


www.jfbgatesandrailings.co.uk 

Unit 20 Waterside Ind. Est. Mariot Road, 
Netherton DY2 9RG 07793 753320 01384 573823 


Create an Entrance this Summer... 





NOW OIM DISPLAY 
00R COMPOSITE 
BACK DOOR WITH 
PRIVACY BLIND 
INSIDE THE GLASS 




OAK LODGE DOORS LTD 


... and visit our 
Halesowen Showroom 


www.oaklodgedoors.co.uk 


Oak Lodge Buildings, Furnace Hill 
Halesowen, West Midlands B63 3LZ 
Call 0121 550 1444 


r DESIGN YOUR OWN DOOR ONLINE 
r VIEW OUR INSTALLATIONS GALLERY 
r READ OUR CUSTOMER TESTIMONIALS 
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imp’s fury as beauty spot 
is vandalised 'mindlessly' 


DAMAGE to a nature reserve has been branded a ‘total dis¬ 
grace’ by an MP. 

Ian Austin said he was disappointed to see Bumble Hole Nature Re¬ 
serve ‘spoiled’ by the actions of ‘mindless’ yobs. 

The site in Netherton, featuring grassland, woodland, canals and ponds, has 
been defaced by fly-tipping and a fire. Dudley Council was called into action by 
a user on social media after he identified a severely burned out car and a bundle 
- of litter near the entrance. 


Permission is 
granted to get 
rid of building 

A LANDMARK town centre building 
has been granted consent to be de¬ 
molished. 

Businesses at Pioneer House, in 
Halesowen, were informed by their 
landlord of the decision at the start of 
the month - along with the bombshell 
they may have to leave the premises 
in less than three months. 

Now, council planners have granted 
consent for its demolition in October. 

Landlord Khosrow Omidvar said all 
the businesses had been aware plans 
could go forward for demolition and 
he would be supporting them in find¬ 
ing alternative premises. 

The building is currently home to 
KMM Tyres, APT Health and Fitness, 
Gracie Barra Brazilian Jiu-Jitsu and 
also Star Taxis. 

It was best known for housing Hale¬ 
sowen Sports Club until a fire forced 
it to move last year. 


Mr Austin, Labour MP for Dudley 
North, served on the council for four 
years from 1991 and said he was ‘out¬ 
raged’ by the vehicle and bags of rub¬ 
bish. He posted online: “Someone’s 
had their car nicked, Dudley Council 
have to clear it up and local residents 
have their park spoilt. Total disgrace.” 

Mindless 

Mr Austin added: “Isn’t this outra¬ 
geous? Let’s hope @dudleymbc can get 
it cleared asap, but they wouldn’t have 
to if mindless people didn’t dump it.” 

The small car, pictured sitting com¬ 
pletely ruined on a patch of concrete, 
appears to have been lit and left to 
burn out. Resident Craig Turton-Lyn- 
del posted pictures of the site on Twit¬ 
ter and said: “Lovely find on the walk 
across Bumble Hole today. Any news 
on removal? 

“[A] few more dumped items at 
the entrance to Bumble Hole on St 
George’s Road. 

“Such a shame people don’t respect 
the area. Who is responsible for the 
general upkeep of the reserve?” 

Dudley Council announced online 
they had passed the incident on to 
their Green Care Team for investiga¬ 
tion and removal. 

The area hosts the Black Country 
Boating Festival every September. 



Team getting pretty muddy in aid of charity 


From left, Lisa Kelly, Jo Robb, Adele Hackett, Lucie Bonehill and Sue Stevens, all staff at BCTG, prepare 


A QUINTET of business and appren¬ 
ticeship training staff are swapping 
suits for training gear to raise money 
for cancer research. 

Staff at BCTG, which is based in 
Taylors Lane, Oldbury, are preparing 
to get muddy in a sponsored challenge 
for Cancer Research UK. 

The five women, who work for the 
training company, are taking part 
in the Cancer Research UK Pretty 
Muddy Run having chosen how best 


to focus their fundraising efforts. 
They will join hundreds of others at 
Sandwell Valley on Saturday, Septem¬ 
ber 30 for the three-mile challenge 
which they are hopin won’t leave them 
stuck in the mud. 

The team is hoping to raise hun¬ 
dreds of pounds between them for the 
charity. 

Jo Robb, who is the team organ¬ 
iser, said: “BCTG has always raised 
money for good causes, some years we 


hold random acts of kindness around 
Christmas and in others we take up 
organised challenges like this one. 

“Cancer Reasearch UK is a good 
cause and we hope to raise more than 
£500 between us all, as well as have 
some fun getting muddy.” 

To donate to the team ahead of 
the challenge and to raise awareness 
a justgiving page has been set up at 
https://www.justgiving.com/fundrais 
ing/bctg-prettymuddy 


Figures reveal 
over 3k drive 
aged 90-plus 

MORE than 3,000 people aged 90 or 
over still hold driving licences in the 
West Midlands. 

Latest figures from the Driver and 
Vehicle Licensing Agency show there 
are 2,750 men and 979 women in their 
90s who hold licences locally. 

It comes as national data showed 
248 people aged over 100 still hold 
valid licences. 

The West Midlands has the third 
highest number of over 90s with 
licences, behind Hampshire and 
Greater London. 

Quality 

Once motorists reach the age of 70 
they have to renew their licence every 
three years and answer written ques¬ 
tions about medical conditions and 
eyesight quality. 

As senior citizens are more likely to 
have a range of health problems and 
slower reaction times, there has been 
plenty of heated debate on the issue 
of the safety of older drivers, particu¬ 
larly after crashes involving them. 

However, a study from Swansea 
University last year claimed elderly 
road users are no more dangerous 
than other drivers. 

Professor Charles Musselwhite said 
while reaction times decreased, this 
was compensated by older drivers 
taking more care. 

MP announces his 
new surgery dates 

JOHN SPELLAR, Labour MP for 
Warley, will be on hand to listen to 
any issues people have. 

He will be at the Community Hall 
on Pound Road, Oldbury, on August 

18, October 6 and and November 10 
and Smethwick Council House in 
High Street, Smethwick, on August 

19, September 9 and October 7. 



• Old Buildings Removed 

• Asbestos Disposal 

• Base Laying Service 

• Free Quotations 

• Huge Range 

• Made to Measure 

• Lined and Insulated Options 

• Quality at Competitive Prices 


Wooden 

Sheds 


FULL TONGUE & GROO 



Prices from 

eft x 4ft £274 
7ft x 5ft £309 
8ft X 6ft £344 


Concrete 

Garages 


Prices from 

Single Garage 
16ft x 8ft 

Double Garage nooon 
16ft x 16ft 


£1699 


Summer 

Houses 



Prices from 

7ft x 5ft £599 
8ft x 6ft £725 
8ft X 8ft £789 


Without 

Verandah 

Without 

Verandah 


Log Cabins view 

& Garden Rooms Q™ LINE 







NEW RANGE OF 
ROOMS AND OFFICES 
ON SHOW 


Betta Buildings is a 
family orientated business with a 
passion for quality and over 50 years 
experience in the garden buildings industry. 


Show site (open 7 days): Tildasley Street 
West Bromwich B70 9SJ (Next to Staples) 


Visit our website: 

www.bettabuildings.co.uk 


Call us now: 

0121 553 4682 






































School meal 
price increase 
for borough 

SCHOOL dinner prices are going up 
by 10 pence a day in Dudley - making 
them among the priciest. 

The cost of school meals at primary, 
secondary schools and academies will 
rise from the start of term in Septem¬ 
ber going up to £2.30 - meaning par¬ 
ents will now pay £11.50 a week. 

The price of individual items at 
snack shops across the borough’s 105 
schools will also rise by 4.5 per cent. 
The changes are expected to bring in 
an extra £144,000 on top of the £3.2 
million already paid for school meals 
in the borough. 

Council bosses say that it si due to 
the soaring cost of food. 

It means Dudley will be among the 
authority with the highest charges, 
alongside Sandwell at £2.30, Birming¬ 
ham £2.20, Staffordshire and Walsall 
at £2.10. Councillor Ian Kettle, Dud¬ 
ley’s cabinet member for planning 
and economic development, who au¬ 
thorised the decision, said: “Research 
by the staff and officers showed that it 
was necessary. 

“Around 50 to 60 per cent of the 
increase is annual to cover inflation. 
There is not a great increment on top 
of that. 

“There will be some families who 
will feel it, we are aware of that, but 
unfortunately these things need to be 
done.” 


Large traffic delays 
as chaos hits roads 

COMMUTERS faced traffic chaos as 
the first weekday of major roadworks 
caused huge tailbacks. 

Drivers faced delays of more than 
half an hour, with the M5 roadworks 
between junctions 1 and 2 also im¬ 
pacting on the Birmingham New 
Road. The Oldbury viaduct project 
has also stepped up a gear with a con¬ 
traflow system now in place. 


At last! Merlin's bar is back 
in use and will save 14 jobs 


Closed woods ‘still unsafe’ say trust 


POLICE have received 28 reports of 
anti-social behaviour at woodland 
shut to keep troublemakers out in the 
last five years, it has been revealed. 

Uffmoor Wood, near Halesowen, 
was closed by The Woodland Trust as 
a ‘last resort’ in May due to dog at¬ 
tacks, sexual activity and drug deal¬ 
ing. And a Freedom of Information 
request - submitted by a Facebook 
campaign group set up in the wake 
of the closure - has revealed 28 in¬ 
cidents have been reported to police 
since 2012. 

However, bosses at the trust say the 
site is still deemed as being unsafe, 
with reports continuing to be received 
about illegal activities. 

A spokesperson for The Friends 
Of Uffmoor Woods said: “Many peo¬ 
ple are still extremely angered by the 
closure of the site and mostly through 
the fact that the communication has 
been appalling. 

“People also believe a lot of the re¬ 
ports about the goings-on in the site 
have been fabricated, because users 
have been walking there for many 
years and never witnessed anything 
that has been reported, and feel the 
FOI request shows that.” 

However, bosses at the trust say the 
site will remain closed for now. 

Hollie Anderson, spokesperson for 
The Woodland Trust, said: “What is 
not indicated through these figures 
is the severity of the incidents we are 
facing, sometimes on a daily basis, 
such as dogging and drug-dealing.” 



Uffmoor Wood, near Halesowen, which is owned by The Woodland Trust 


A FORMER wine bar empty 
for more than 20 years is to 
get a £650,000 overhaul to 
help revamp the town centre 
and save jobs. 

The former Merlin’s building, 
on Wolverhampton Street in Dud¬ 
ley, has stood derelict for two dec¬ 
ades and council chiefs want to re¬ 
furbish it in order to save 14 jobs 
and create four more. 

A deal has been agreed for it to 
house a recruitment company. The 
refurbishment works will start this 
autumn and look set to be complete by 
spring next year. 

Blights 

The regeneration will ‘assist and 
deal with a long-term dilapidated 
building that blights this part of the 
conservation area’ said council chiefs. 

Councillor Khurshid Ahmed wel¬ 
comed plans, adding: “This is really 
positive for Dudley. This building has 
been shut down for a long time now 
and is in need of repair. I am thrilled 
that work can hopefully start on this 
soon.” 

A report on the revamp said: “The 
property is owned by Dudley MBC. 
After a lengthy marketing exercise, 
the council has secured a forward sale 
of the refurbished building to a local 
recruitment company. 

“The council therefore has the op¬ 
portunity to retain 14 jobs within the 
town centre, create four jobs, provide 
a business assist and deal with a long¬ 
term dilapidated building that blights 
this part of the Conservation area.” 

The bar originally opened as Mer¬ 
lin’s in the early 90s. 



The former Merlin’s bar in Dudley 


Martial arts 
centre with 
gym agreed 

A NEW gym and Chinese martial arts 
centre has been given the go-ahead to 
open in the heart of West Bromwich. 

The Shaolin Mantis Project will 
deliver a ‘unique style of Chinese 
martial arts’, giving young people the 
chance to keep active and learn a new 
skill. 

Bosses behind the scheme also said 
they were hopeful the centre could 
help divert young people away from 
crime by giving them something dif¬ 
ferent to do. 

The martial arts centre will open in 
Union Street, taking over the site of a 
former electrical suppliers, after being 
approved by Sandwell Council. 

West Bromwich councillor Bawa 
Dhallu said: “I think it is a very good 
idea.” 
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ULTIMATE 

SECURITY 

GUARANTEE 


I 


We take security very seriously 
Guaranteed high security on ALL 
products. Full details on request. 


No deposits or stage payments, 
you only pay when the 
installation has been completed 


Visit one of the largest 
conservatory and window 
shrowrooms in the UK 


Supplied & Fitted... 
across the Midlands 


Repair Service Available 


Make the RIGHT decision this Summer and give RYDALE a ring... FREEPHONE 0800 917 6060 

www.rydalewindows.co.uk | Long Lane, Blackheath, Halesowen B62 9LS | Open Weekdays: 9am to 5.30pm. Saturday: 9am to 4pm Sunday Closed 


Replace the existing roof on your conservatory and create a 
comfortable environment and a room you can use all year round. 


Every window and conservatory is custom made to the most rigorous quality standards you will find in the industry. No other company 
in the area has more experience and know how than Rydale, and that’s why we have been in business for more than 30 years. 


D 


MASSIVE DISCOUNTS 


WAILABLE ON AUGUST 
_ ^^miNSTAlWTl ONS 

WINDOWS, DOORS, CONSERVATORIES, 
ORANGERIES, PORCHES, FASCIAS & 
_ SOFFIT BOARDS _ 

"" Cleaning Services now available to restore 
all your uPVC products. Guttering and 
Driveways cleaning available. 
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IN MY VIEW 


with Mark Andrews 



Website may say dry but really it’s chucking it down 


Electric 
cars can 
lead to 
problems 

SHOWING that it hasn’t lost its knack for 
capturing the public mood and getting to 
grips with the burning subject that is on 
everybody’s mind, the Government has 
announced it will be banning the sale of 
new petrol and diesel cars by 2040. 

The future, it seems, is in silent, shiny 
electric cars, not those noisy, old-fash¬ 
ioned gas guzzlers. Which is rather odd, 
because electric cars have been around 
since the 1850s, and Wolverhampton in¬ 
dustrialist Thomas Parker was one of the 
world’s leading producers of them in the 
second half of the 19th century. We’re 
hardly talking cutting edge technology. 

And the reason why they didn’t really 
catch on was because petrol and diesel 
power were much more efficient. Plus 
you don’t have to trail a lead down 14 
storeys if you live in a tower block. 

Perhaps we need to invest in our infra¬ 
structure a little, you know, metal slots 
down the middle of the road, and hand¬ 
held throttles to control the speed. May¬ 
be a plastic lap counter in the pit-stop 
to see how fast you’re going. Let’s hope 
they don’t decide we need to move over 
to electric ships and aeroplanes. The ex¬ 
tension cables will be massive. 

nnn 

SPARE a thought for poor Clare Bald¬ 
ing, having to get by on £200,000 a year 
for presenting commentaries on show- 
jumping and dressage. 

Clare is one of 40 female BBC staff 
who have written complaining about pay 
inequality following the revelation that 
some of the corporation’s male stars are 
being paid millions. 

While it is ridiculous to suggest that 
Michal Husain, who is still learning the 
ropes, should be paid the same as veter¬ 
an John Humphries, the malcontents do 
have a point. Is Gary Lineker really worth 
as much as 10 female sports presenters? 
Of course not. 

No doubt, the BBC will spend the next 
few years navel-gazing about how to 
address this inequality, but the solution 
is simple, even if it is not what I suspect 
Balding & Co have in mind. Pay them all 
less. If the prime minister can manage on 
£150,000 a year, then so can Gary Linek¬ 
er. And Clare Balding for that matter. 

And if, as the argument goes, it means 
they are poached by ITV offering more 
money, what’s the problem? I don’t sup¬ 
pose the viewers care what channel they 
watch the football or horse-dancing on. 

The BBC keeps telling us its role is to 
make unique programmes that the pri¬ 
vate sector would never provide. Fine, so 
get on with it. And leave the big-money, 
populist programmes to the private com¬ 
panies. 



It’s whether we can 
believe what we read 


USING something called a supercomputer, 
the Met Office tells us we must expect record 
winter rainfall “over the next few years.” By pure 
coincidence, this announcement came as I was 
consulting the BBC weather website which told 
me that, at that very moment, my postcode was 
dry and would remain so all morning. It was 
chucking it down. I have a lot of time for the 
Met Office. Looking ahead two or three days, it 
is much more accurate than it ever used to be. 
But there are times when it doesn’t even know 
what the weather is doing now. And guesstimat¬ 
ing what the weather will be doing years from 
now is like trying to nail seaweed to a pinecone. 

AFTER a couple of spinal twinges, I typed 
“bad back” into Google and found this: “You 
know you’re getting old when your back goes 
out more than you do.” 

THE nationwide obesity epidemic doesn’t af¬ 
fect only humans. A reader saw a couple set¬ 
ting off with their plump labrador for a walk in 
the Yorkshire Dales. The first stile through the 
dry-stone wall was one of those ancient ones, 
made with two upright stones and a narrow gap 
between. The labrador was too fat to squeeze 
through and too heavy to lift over. End of walk. 

THE successful European tour by Prince Wil¬ 
liam, Kate and the kids has inevitably raised the 
claim that trips like this would be much better if 
we had a Royal Yacht. Royalists get all misty- 
eyed at the memory of Her Majesty stepping 
ashore in foreign parts from the immaculately 
polished Britannia. Wouldn’t it be grand to build 
Britannia II? No it wouldn’t, for two reasons. 
The first is that even the biggest royal yacht 
would be dwarfed by some of the mega-ves- 
sels owned by the global elite of Middle East 


THE BEST OF 
PETER RHODES 


princes, Russian oligarchs, dodgy businessmen 
and Mr Bigs of the drug industry. The second 
reason is that we actually have a magnificent 
Royal Yacht which, conveniently, already carries 
the Queen’s name. HMS Queen Elizabeth is our 
shiny new 65,000-ton aircraft carrier. For the 
next few years it will have no aircraft and no con¬ 
ceivable military purpose. Let us therefore paint 
it white, deck it with bunting, stuff the fridges 
full of Pimm’s, fly the Royal Standard and send 
it around the world to spread goodwill. And if it 
accidentally bumps into one or two megayachts 
and sinks them, so much the better. 

IN the debate on gender stereotyping, I re¬ 
ferred recently to that ancient institution, the 
battle of the sexes. A reader tells me his strate¬ 
gy is total capitulation at every opportunity. He 
regularly asks his wife: “What do you want do¬ 
ing wrong next?” 

CAN Theresa May and her wobbly, minority 
Government survive the entire length of a full 
Parliament, with its Cabinet members squab¬ 
bling like schoolchildren in the playground? 

The Cabinet is in an unprecedented state of 
disarray, with malcontent members aiming their 
poison darts at Chancellor Philip Hammond. 

JASPER Carrott, 72, is going under the knife 
for major heart surgery next month, followed by 
three months of recuperation and I feel sure we 
all wish this great national treasure well. I inter¬ 
viewed him 12 years ago when he was 60 and 


in great form as he unveiled his first Rock With 
Laughter event in Birmingham. I can see him 
now, leaning forward in his chair conspiratorial- 
ly, as though he was sharing some great medi¬ 
cal secret. “You know, Pete,” he smiled, “we’re 
going to be the first generation that never grows 
old.” Time has a great way of throwing that sort 
of prediction back in your face. Carrott and the 
rest of the babyboomers have had a great time 
on this planet but immortality has never been 
part of the deal. The closest today’s seventy- 
somethings may get to Carrott’s prediction is 
to become the first generation that never grows 
up. Which, it has to be said, is better than noth¬ 
ing. 

WHITEHALL’S plan to ban petrol and diesel 
vehicles from our roads by 2040, announced a 
couple of days ago, is presumably based on the 
hope that technology will deliver stronger and 
longer-ranged electric vehicles. At present, it 
takes a brave, or extremely rich, motorist to in¬ 
vest £40,000 in a car with a range of only 150 
miles and no towing capacity. Unless we get a 
new generation of electric engines, we can kiss 
goodbye to the joys of caravanning. And what 
becomes of the traveller community is anyone’s 
guess. One contributor to the Caravan Club 
website writes glumly: “Now you know why the 
travellers have kept their horses.” 

MEANWHILE, some mathematically-minded 
folk have been doing the sums on how much 
power recharging several cars at the same time 
will demand from the average household wiring 
system. One Daily telegraph reader predicts 
“Circuit breakers would pop or wiring would 
melt.” He wonders whether every house in the 
land will have to be rewired. 


TALXjNGPOIN^^ 

No excuse 
for lack of 
grace and 
social skills 

IGNORANT, anti-social or just plain rude. 
Whatever you want to call it, it is bang out 
of order. 

We bring up our children - or we should 
-to learn social skills as well as academic 
ones. Good manners, the ability to com¬ 
municate politely, etc. Yes the occasion¬ 
al swear word may creep in, especially 
when some boy racer driver cuts you up 
on a corner, but on the whole constant 
swearing is just unacceptable. 

These social skills are so important. No 
matter what academic talents a person 
may have first impressions count, and 
if they are not well mannered or smartly 
dressed for occasions such as a job inter¬ 
view in most cases they should be shown 
the door. 

Recently back from a lovely holiday in 
France - and I am not mentioning this 
because of the Brexit debate - I noticed 
how many of the older people, my gener¬ 
ation, are totally lacking in social graces. 

They push in, never say pardon, and do 
not respond when you try to be friendly or 
help by opening doors for them. 

They give the impression that they 
don’t want you there. Maybe they don’t, 
but they must remember that a lot of 
these areas are dependent on us tourists. 

Family holidays there with our children 
were always treasured. It is a beautiful 
country and having quality time with the 
kids was always a treat - even though 
it did cost us a fortune in drinks and ice 
creams! 

But this year I was shocked by the be¬ 
haviour of the young parents. Take for 
instance, and we saw a lot of such exam¬ 
ples, one couple eating out in a restau¬ 
rant with their young children. 

Both parents were glued to their mo¬ 
bile phones with no interaction with the 
children - or even with each other. It is 
often said that the worst thing you can 
do - worse even them telling off children 
- is to ignore them. They were obviously 
guilty as charged! 

And what an example to set the young 
ones. It is no wonder that when the chil¬ 
dren get older they will be doing exactly 
the same thing, on their phones instead 
of talking to each other. 

They sometimes say that families who 
eat together stay together but maybe not 
if most of the meal time is spent staring 
at their mobiles. Instead show them good 
manners and respect, listen to what they 
have to say and they too will show re¬ 
spect in return. 

It will bode them well for their future. 

SUE ATTWATER 


There is one small job that you have 
been meaning to do for years - 

Make Your Wi 


Only £90.00 (no VAT to pay] 

Per person for couples, Mirror Wills. 

Single Wills £95.00 (no VAT to pj ) 

A home visit at a convenient tin 

For information and appointmem calL 

0845 678 7010 

Mobile: 07771 992717 

Wills, Trusts, Lasting Powers of Attorney, Will 
Storage, Estate Planning and Guardianship Trusts 



Members of the Societ^f^^ttjifiers 


Goodwills 





Ltd 


illsmidlands.co.uk 



Vertical & Roller Blinds 
New season fabrics now available 


Child Safety 
Features Fitted 
Free of Charge I 


5 YEAR GUARANTEE 


Also available 

• Romans • Pleated 

• Conservatory Roof Blinds 

• Wood Venetians 

• Venetian Blinds 

• Curved Tracks for Bay Windows 

FREEPHONE 

0800 5875270 

Open Seven Days a Week 

0121 429 3169 


FREE Home Quote. FAST Delivery 



Halesowen Fireplaces 

AT THE HEART OF YOUR HOME 


Complete Fireplace Packages from £499 



For a range of Gas and Electric Fires and Surrounds 
visit our showroom (opposite Tyre City on Long Lane) 

S* Telephone 0121 559 9985 


B Like us on: 

facebook 


Unit 14, Long Lane Trading Estate, 
Long Lane, Halesowen B62 9LD 
www.halesowenfireplaces.co.uk 


Full Window 
Wizard, Services 
Available 

• Misted Units 
Replaced 

• Broken Hinges 

• Door 
Adjustment 

• New Locks 
Installed 


HASMJIHr WINDOWS Ltd. 

- QUALITY | VALUE | SERVICE - 


Call for further details 
0127 421 7001 

















































Heartening that MP backtracked over flag 


IT’S heartening to see that MP Ms El¬ 
eanor Smith has backtracked on her 
comments regarding the Black Coun¬ 
try Flag. I have been involved in the 
festival since its outset. 

Back to the issue of the flag, I was 
saddened to hear the initial views of 
it being racist. Much of the work I do 
is within issue-based community pro¬ 
jects that often cross communities. 
I therefore experience first hand the 
work done by other ethnic groups to 
bring communities together. We are a 
long way off from being multi-cultural 
in the sense we all understand other’s 


histories, cultural backgrounds and 
are able to move freely from one to the 
other. 

The suggestion the flag should be 
a rainbow colour to signify this could 
only be possible if we were totally 
multi-cultural. That is no fault of any 
group or side it is just to represent 
something properly it must reflect 
what is happening under the banner. 

I feel the flag not only acknowledges 
the strength and unity of a group of 
women (the chainwomen) and also 
men who were at the heart of our re¬ 
gion in the Industrial Revolution. It 


also acknowledges the unity and soli¬ 
darity of a people then and the grow¬ 
ing integration and understanding of a 
region’s people now. 

Anyone who understands Black 
Country history will accept its signifi¬ 
cance. The chain can be interpreted in 
many ways dependant on an individu¬ 
al’s own history. 

Not for one minute do I think the 
young girl who designed it had any 
idea her design would be interpreted 

aS DR C B DAKIN (BILLY SPAKE MON) 

Tividale 


Pete Lowe LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 

has no idea 
of the mess 


I WOULD like to respond 
to the letter in the Chroni¬ 
cle, July 20, by Pete Lowe, 
whose comments showed 
a complete lack of under¬ 
standing of the mess this 
country is in. 

I suggest he reads the ex¬ 
cellent letter in the Chron¬ 
icle, July 13, by Mr RF 
Goodall. 

Any anger regarding aus¬ 
terity should be directed at 
the irresponsible Labour 
government of Mr Blair, 
who wrecked the economy 
and left the current govern¬ 
ment with a record budget 
deficit and a national debt 
second only to the post-Sec- 
ond World War level. 

The voters of this country 
need to recognise that we all 
have to contribute to erad¬ 
icate the deficit and even¬ 
tually start to reduce our 
national debt. 

All political parties say 
they do not want to saddle 
the next generation with our 
debts but their actions and 
policies do not back up their 
hollow words. 

MR N PATTERSON 

Halesowen 


EMAIL 


dudley.chrons@ 


POST 

Dudley Chronicle, 
Chronicle Editorial, 
51-53 Queen Street 
Wolverhampton, WV11ES 


Letters should be brief and MUST include name, address and telephone 
number. The Editor reserves the right to condense letters. 

Code of Practice: Our policy is to correct errors as soon as we 
can. The Chronicles adhere to the Editors’ Code of Practice, 
which can be seen at www.ipso.co.uk. If you are unhappy with 
the accuracy of a story, write to The Editor, Chronicles, 51-53 
Cueen Street, Wolverhampton, WV1 1ES 


Jobs need doing so 
get convicts to work 

TWO items of news caught my attention recently. The first 
was the long overdue redevelopment of the old council 
house, and Hobbs Corner in Halesowen, though it was a 
pity public opinion was ignored again, and in my view an 
opportunity missed to develop something more imagina¬ 
tive, such as quality shops, books, stationary, music, etc. 

The other item was the appalling and distressing state of 
our graveyards, and the proposal to save a ‘paltry’ £15,000 
by tending to them twice a year. So much for the respect 
we afford our dead? 

One would have thought there was plenty of labour avail¬ 
able from our over-crowded prisons, and other offenders, 
which would perhaps provide a sort of rehabilitation to¬ 
wards society. 

RICHARD WESTWOOD 

Halesowen 


Trouble to 
believe the 
train talks 


ALL our transport bosses 
are united in their gross¬ 
ly over-optimistic, ever 
shriller blandishments that 
freight, commuter trains, 
regional and national trains 
can all operate efficiently 
and safely on the same one 
set of double tracks, with an 
odd third track where there 
is the occasional room. 

This has frequent stop¬ 
ping, every six minutes, 
‘bus on rails’ trams using 
the double tracks first. All 
this with cuttings, embank¬ 
ments, bridges and tunnels 
that cannot be widened in 
a heavily built up Dudley, 
Sandwell and Walsall and, 
then, onto more rural Staf¬ 
fordshire. 

Staffordshire has their £5 
million double track railway 
bridge built only for ghost 
trains as it soars over the 
M6 Toll, would you believe! 

Why do I have trouble 
believing this wonderful re¬ 
assurance? Of course, it will 
be all right on the night, you 
doubting Tim! 

TIM WELLER 

Halesowen 


Plumb 

Serve 

Plumbing & Heating 

SPECIALISTS 


Exchange your Combi Boiler for 
an Ideal Vogue Boiler witha 
10 year warranty and receive the 
following- 

• Free Wireless Thermostat 
• Free First Service 
• Free Boilermag Filter!!!!! 


blinder Floor Heating 
^LPGWork 

•4* Taps, Toilets, Baths & Waste 
■ Full Bathroom/En Suites Installed 
Radiators Fitted/Removed 
l Cookers & Fires, Installed & Serviced 
l Boiler & Full Central Heating Systems 
Installed and Serviced 
Landlord Safety Checks 


24hr call out Call us on 

01384 621765 / 07513094763 

Card payments accepted . 

Powered by Gas Serve (West Midlands LTD) jm 


Property 


For all your Property Needs! 
All qualified and 
experienced tradesmen 

Full/Partial Property 
^Refurbishments 
Plastering 
^Tiling 

^ Bathroom and Kitchens 
^Loft Ladders/Floor Boarding 
^ Property Alterations 
^ Underfloor Heating 
Electricians 
^Sound Proofing 

Ffcilly Insured 
All Work Guaranteed 

Call now for details on Tax exempt 
disabled modifications inc. Wet 
Rooms and Widened Access 


(Tsrc 09376: 


24 hour call out powered by 
Gas Serve (West Midlands) Ltd 
www.gasservewestmidlands.co.uk 
Card Payments Accepted 



E 


40 % 

OFF 


| Quality Kitchen Makeovers Ltd 


UNBEATABLE QUALITY AND VALUE 
FROM THE BESPOKE SPECIALISTS 



■ 

10% 

Arr 


wFP 

All New Kitchens, 
Bedrooms, Bathrooms 

OFFERS CANNOT BE COMBINED 



Don’t Settle for Less 

• Kitchens # Bedrooms 
# Bathrooms # Extensions 
Loft Conversions 
• Home Offices 
From a door or worktop 
replacement to an extension 





What our customers say... 

“Wonderful kitchen, I have 
already recommended you 
and would not hesitate to 
recommend QKM to anyone.” 

“Can’t believe the 
transformation from start to 
finish, totally professional.” 


Appliances: Neff, Bosch, 
Rangemaster, Belling, Hotpoint, 
Stoves and many more 

Franke Sinks 50 Year Guarantee 


HOMEOWNERS... 

Looking to Sell? 

Enhance the prospects of selling your property - stunning results for 
a minimum outlay 

Just Moved In? 

Let us help to transform your property into a dream home 

Decided to Stay? 

Fall in love again with your home - Revamp your kitchen, bedroom or bathroom 
and allow us to show your home’s true potential 

Bring us your dream pictures and we will bring them to life 


QKM 

We are dedicated to offering our 
customers the finest service within the 
home improvement market 

{ THE GUILD * * 

OF MASTER CRAFTSMEN 
Membership No A120074 

‘We have customers who would be more 
than happy to show you the excellent 
standard of work’ 


We are now members of 

Checka 

Where reputation matters 


Head Office & Showroom 

Customer satisfaction 

149 Cinder Bank, Netherton, Dudley, DY2 9BL 

guaranteed. 

01299 877718 | 01384 232413 | 0121 550 4821 

WE WILL NOT 

Open Mon - Fri 9am - 5.30pm, Thursdays 9am - 7pm 

LET YOU DOWN 

Saturdays 10am - 4pm 


All types of Flooring supplied and 
Wet Wall Solutions for Bathrooms 

Range of Kitchens, Bedrooms and 
Bathrooms to suit all budgets 


Did you know 80% of our customers are retired? 
60 % plus of all our appointments are referrals or existing 
customers requiring further work. 

Find out why we are trusted for yourself 

BOOK YOUR NO OBLIGATION 
QUOTE TODAY ON 01384 232413 


ALL MAJOR CREDIT 
CARDS ACCEPTED 







www.gualitykitchenmakeoversltd.co.uk FIVE MINUTES FROM MERRY HILL 
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Museum win 
save historic 


the 

gas 


battle to 
building 


THE Black Country Living Museum has won a battle to save 
a former historic gas showroom despite council chiefs dis¬ 
missing plans as ‘pie in the sky’ earlier this year. 

The building - currently in West Bromwich High Street - will be re¬ 
located to the museum base as part of their £21 million expansion pro¬ 
ject. It was given the go-ahead to be demolished in May. Bosses at the 


Tipton Road site have campaigned 

Universities 
seeing first 
class effort 

UNIVERSITIES across the West Mid¬ 
lands have seen a rise in the number 
of students gaining first class degrees. 

Data from the Higher Education 
Statistics Agency found that the Uni¬ 
versity of Wolverhampton has seen 
the biggest rise in figures. 

In 2010/11, 10.3 per cent of stu¬ 
dents gained first class honours and 
that has now risen 13.8 per cent in 
2015/16, with 24 per cent of students 
making the grade. 

Birmingham City University saw 
16.7 per cent bag a first in 2010/11 
and 24.3 per cent in 2015/16 - a rise 
of 7.6 per cent. 

The University of Birmingham’s 
number of first class degrees spiked 
by 12.1 per cent, from 17.7 per cent 
in 10/11 to 29.8 per cent in 2015/16. 

Across the UK the proportion of 
first class degrees has soared. 


to save the building since last year. 

They say they will now pay addi¬ 
tional costs to make sure it is taken 
down brick-by-brick. 

It contradicts claims made by coun¬ 
cil members in recent months that the 
museum did not have a ‘credible pro¬ 
posal’ for the ‘pie in the sky’ relocation 
of the 1940s building. 

Demolishing 

Councillor Paul Moore, cabinet 
member for regeneration, said: “I am 
very pleased to get confirmation from 
the museum they are prepared to pay 
the additional costs of demolishing the 
building in order to relocate the sec¬ 
tions they want to save. 

“The extra costs come from the need 
to remove the parts of the building the 
museum require brick-by-brick rather 
than just the usual demolition process. 

“The Council looks forward to con¬ 
tinuing to work with the museum on 
this project and their future plans,” 
Councillor Moore added. 

Jonathan Wilson, deputy chief ex¬ 
ecutive of collections, learning and re¬ 
search at the museum, said: “The gas 
showroom is one of the key buildings 
we have identified to create at the mu¬ 
seum as part of BCLM: Forging Ahead, 
since it gives us the opportunity to tell 
a range of real Black Country lives and 
stories of social and domestic life from 
the 1940s-60s.” 



Major the Bullmastiff stuck at the bottom of the bank The rescue under way 


Picture: Haden Cross fire station 


IT was a ruff day for this hefty hound 
after he became stranded 100ft down 
a steep river bank. 

And it proved tricky for firefighters 
to collar the canine who weighed in at 
a staggering 13st 31bs - or 85kgs. 

Major the Bullmastiff was out with 
his owner when he managed to get 
stuck by the River Stour, in Butchers 
Lane, on the border of Cradley and 
Cradley Heath. 

The huge dog was reached by crews 


from Haden Cross fire station after 
being alerted through a 999 call at 
around 7.30pm last Tuesday. The fire 
service’s technical rescue team based 
at Wednesbury fire station were also 
called to help. 

His owner ensured Major was re¬ 
laxed and he was laid on a blanket. 

It was a tricky location for the res¬ 
cue with the running water from the 
river coupled with the muddy bank. 
Firefighters then managed to get the 


pooch to lie down on a stretcher and 
strapped up tight. 

Crews created a pulley system to 
allow him to be brought up the side of 
the steep bank 

Crew members from the technical 
rescue team also tweeted: “Full rope 
rescue job to get poor old Major, the 
85kg up a 100ft bank. Good effort with 
@hadencrossfire. ” 

It took crews around an hour-and-a- 
half to complete the rescue. 


AA sacks chief 
amid worries 
over earnings 

ROADSIDE recovery firm the AA 
has sacked executive chairman Bob 
Mackenzie for gross misconduct as it 
warned over full-year results. 

The group - which has a large West 
Midlands base close to Junction 2 of 
the M5 at Oldbury - said Mr Macken¬ 
zie had been ‘removed’ by the board 
with immediate effect. 

A spokesman said it was a ‘personal 
conduct-related matter’, but declined 
to give more information. 

Mr Mackenzie has been replaced by 
non-executive chairman John Leach, 
who has been senior independent 
director at the AA since November 
2014, while it has also named Expedia 
founder Simon Breakwell as acting 
chief executive. 

The group made the shock an¬ 
nouncement as it also said first-half 
performance has been hit by ‘erratic 
workload patterns’, as it failed to 
adequately book roadside patrols to 
match demand. 

Shares plunged as much as 18 per 
cent as it said it now expects its an¬ 
nual performance to be flat on the 
year before. 

Analysts at Liberum slashed their 
full-year earnings forecast for the AA 
by three per cent from £414 million to 
£413m after the results warning. 

The AA had already begun plans to 
split the executive chairman role. 

Nurses shortage 
at Russells Hall 

BOSSES at the trust which runs Rus¬ 
sells Hall Hospital say they are strug¬ 
gling to recruit nurses. 

A plan has been drawn up to try and 
tackle the issue, which has resulted in 
the Dudley Group NHS Trust paying 
more for agency staff. 

Health chiefs have now said they 
will approach graduates. 


ADVERTISEMENT 



M EETING Vicki Ball is all about 
the smiles - lots of them. She’s 
generous with her compliments, can’t 
wait for her next holiday adventure 
and has the most infectious of laughs. 

Her company is light and she’s gushing 
with the praise about her new look. 

A retired community midwife who was 
based at the former Wordsley Hospital, the 
bubbly 60-something-year-old is quick to 
affirm: “I love my new teeth and they look 
natural, don’t they?” 

Adding: “You can’t tell they’re not my own,” 
Vicki admits her smile has not always been 


her favourite attribute. “I’ve always had 
trouble with my teeth; even as a young girl 
they crumbled and my gums used to bleed. 
Even though I was diligent about looking 
after them, they still let me down,” she adds. 

Two years ago, Vicki finally lost her 
remaining teeth. “I really don’t know why my 
teeth were so bad, but I was the youngest of 
eight children and I understand my mother’s 
priorities did not include teaching me how 
to brush my teeth. She had more pressing 
priorities of how she was going to put food 
on the table,” Vicki recalls. 

A teenager by the time she had her first 
tooth brush, she is convinced she couldn’t 


F /-al^ vcn i ioi^ivii^in i 

brmer 


I’d grown tired 
of living my life 
around my teeth ’ 


Former Dudley community midwife Vicki Ball, left, is full of smiles 
after getting new teeth and an implant solution to a long-standing 
stabilisation problem. ‘I love my new teeth,’ she says 


have done more to save her own teeth. 

“For the last 18 months I’ve put up with ill- 
fitting and badly made dentures. My gums 
were always sore and the bottom denture 
was unstable. 



around my teeth. I never really stopped 
going out, but when I did, I was always 
thinking ahead where I could go to take my 
teeth out. They were just so uncomfortable.” 
A self-confessed lover of travel overseas - 
“it’s my hobby” - Vicki saw an article in her 
local newspaper about Steven Burchell Dip 
CDT RCS(Eng) and his work at the Denture 
Clinic in North Street, Dudley. 


Researching options 

“My top teeth I could secure with a fixative, 
but for the bottom it was a waste of time - 
as soon as I had anything to eat the stability 
was over,” says Vicki. 

Her diet became restricted, avoiding beef 
and crispy fruits like apples. 

Frustrated by the appearance and function 
of her teeth - they seemed to be set too far 
back, Vicky says - she started researching 
her options. 

“I’d grown tired of living my whole life 



North Street’s dental implant surgeon, Dr Owain Rees 
(left) BDS, DGDP (UK) Dip Imp Dent (UCL) GDC 61576 
with principal Steven Burchell Dip CDT RCS(Eng) 
GDC 108353 

“I’d seen a piece about suction dentures 
and implant retained dentures and there 
seemed to be a solution for me,” she says. 

After seeing Steven and implant surgeon 
Dr Owain Rees BDS, DGDP (UK) DIP IMP 
DENT (UCL), Vicki’s treatment included two 
implants to stabilise a lower over denture 
and the prescribing of high quality traditional 
upper dentures to help support her facial 


features. “From start to finish it took 14 
weeks, but it was worth the wait. When I first 
saw my teeth in the mirror, I thought they 
looked just like real teeth and . . . they feel 
like my own teeth. 

Such a relief 

“My husband, Terry, couldn’t believe they 
were so good. Not to have to keep thinking 
about my teeth when I’m out is such a relief,” 
she says. 

Steven says: “Mrs Ball needed dentures 
that would offer proper support to her facial 
features. 

“These days the term ‘facelift’ dentures is 
banded about. The claim is spurious, but 
with the correct setting of teeth, the effect 
is to lift the facial structures in the same 
way natural healthy gums and teeth support 
tissues and muscles. I’m very please to have 
been be part of giving a new birth the Vicki’s 
smile.” 


Predictably 

reassuring 


, Suction, dentures, . Complete, dentures, , Partial dentures, Copy dentures, > Implan t^r etain ed) dentures, *j Repairs, service, Relines, Soft linjngs 


North Street /« <k . Call 1 
Dental and (ij^/ 

Implant Clinic^^' Qt Q 

An Independent Practice 

www.northstreetdentalclinic.co.uk 


Call us today on 

01384 254067 


Denture Clinic also available at: 


7 Richmond House, 

112 Richmond Road, Wolverhampton, WV3 9JJ 
North St. Dental Clinic, 5 North Street, Dudley, West Midlands, DY2 7DT 


Call us today on 

0800 0285185 


Qenture 

•Onic 


www.denture-clinic.co.uk 
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Town fair is no fun at 
all for business owner 



Andrew Hill, in the car park outside Discount Suites and Beds in Dudley 

Free festival of country 


THE owner of a furniture 
shop is protesting over a 
funfair held outside his busi¬ 
ness - which he claims will 
hit sales. 

Andrew Hill, who runs Discount 
Suites and Beds in Oakeywell 
Street, Dudley, says the fair on a 
council car park will hit his busi¬ 
ness by 90 per cent. 

He says the amount of customers he 
gets drops. But council leaders have 
hit back at Mr Hill’s claims, which 
they say are ‘unjustified’. Mr Hill said: 
“Dudley Council has allowed the fun 
fair to go ahead on the car park di¬ 
rectly in front of my shop. 

Weeks 

“The funfair normally runs for two 
weeks and in that time my sales are 
affected around 80 to 90 per cent. 
The fair has been held for the last 
two years and I have been protesting 
against it, but Dudley Council doesn’t 
seem to care.” 

His shop is next to Flood Street car 
park, near to Cousins, which is where 
the funfair is held. 

Councillor Khurshid Ahmed, the La¬ 
bour spokesman for planning and eco¬ 
nomic development at Dudley Council 
said: “I think we had this issue last 
year. I don’t think it is justifiable. The 
funfair does not block off his store. 
The funfair attracts more people to 
the town centre, where they can also 
go and shop. 

Dudley Council owns the land and 
allows businesses and companies to 
use it by paying a fee. Councillor Ian 
Kettle, cabinet member for planning 
and economic development, said: “We 
were made aware of Mr Hill’s feelings 
and asked him to write to us. Unfor¬ 
tunately, we never heard from him.” 


A POPULAR music festival returns to 
a town this month. 

Riverside Meadows, in Stourport, 
will host the free Country and Western 
Festival on August 19 and 20. 

Acts performing on Saturday in¬ 
clude Amy Morgan, Tom Collins, 
Donna Wylde and Twin Falls. 

On Sunday there will be perfor¬ 
mances from Chris James, Kezia Gill 
and Texas Tornadoes. 

A DJ will also play at the event, 
while other entertainment includes a 


fast draw shoot-out, face painting and 
children’s rides. 

There will also be refreshments, 
trade stalls and a licensed bar availa¬ 
ble for revellers. 

Camping pitches are available from 
£15 per night on the Riverside Mead¬ 
ows. They are available from 2pm on 
August 18 until 10am on August 20. 

Pitches must be booked in advance 
at wyreforestdc.gov.uk/bookings - for 
more details call customer services on 
01562 732928. 



AT BTF CLEANING WE SPECIALISE IN CLEANING, REPAIRING, 
RECOLOURING & SEALING DRIVEWAYS & PATIOS. 

Our expert knowledge and experience brings back to life the most 
dull & worn of driveways & patios. We also specialise in cleaning all 
uPVC conservatories, gutters, fascias & soffits. 


BTF 


CLEANING SERVICES LIMITED 


www.btfcleaningservices.co.uk 
Narrow Lane, Halesowen, 
West Midlands. B62 9ND 


Tel/Fax No: 
01384 568345 




Full Window 
Wizard Services 
Available 


• Misted Units 
j Replaced 

• Broken Hinges 

• Door 
Adjustment 

Aj-V. * New Locks 
Installed 

Call for 
further details 


6 FLAT 
WINDOWS 
& 2 DOORS 


From Only 

^q^YoYoYo 


...Including 
fitting AND VAT! 


0121 


421 


7001 




• Your NEW windows will sparkle this Summer 

• It's the Best Time of Year to Fit New Windows! 


INLITEN 
BACK DOOR 

in WHITE 
From Only 

...Including 

fitting! _ 


INLITEN 
FRONT DOOR 


in WHITE 
From Only 

m 

...Including 

fitting! 


YF ASC!AS YSOFFITS VbUTTERING 




lt[ZM5to be 


Your local well established business offering 
top quality products and service 
No payment until completion 
Call us now for a great deal on your 
new windows and doors 


Visit our showroom 
Deal direct with the owner 




HASBURY WINDOWS Ltd. 

- QUALITY | VALUE | SERVICE - 


SHOWROOM OPEN: 

Mon-Fri 8.00am - 5.00pm 
Sat - 10.00am - 1,00pm 

PHONELINES OPEN: 9.00am - 9.00pm 


9 Halesowen Road, Halesowen, West Midlands B62 9AA 

Telephone: 0121 421 7001 • 0121 421 2104 



FENSA 

Registered 30179 


"We will Beat ANY Genuine Written Quote" 


YY1 ev\ /Y’l rrv rv\ 
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'Super council' boss will earn 
£l87k - £7k more than advert 


THE new chief executive of the West Midlands ‘super coun¬ 
cil’ will be paid £187,500 a year - £7,500 more than the ad¬ 
vertised salary. 

Deborah Cadman is chief executive of Suffolk County Council. She 
will take up the role at the West Midlands Combined Authority later 
in the year. The role was advertised with a salary of between £160,000 
and £180,000. The 54-year-old is due to take in September. 

Her previous role in Suffolk came 
with a £170,000-a-year salary. It is 
£108,500 more than the first elected 
West Midlands Mayor Andy Street, 
who is paid £79,000. 

The West Midlands Combined Au¬ 
thority is a combined authority which 
brings together the four Black Coun¬ 
try councils, Birmingham, Solihull, 
and Coventry to oversee issues like 
transport and infrastructure. 

Powers 


Authority has 
new director 
for finances 


The West Midlands Combined Au¬ 
thority has announced its latest key 
appointment to its executive top tier. 

Sean Pearce was named as direc¬ 
tor of finance, joining a team led by 
£187,000-a-year chief executive Deb¬ 
orah Cadman. 

Mr Pearce was chief financial officer 
at Worcestershire County Council for 
six years, working on the delivery of 
major transformation and change pro¬ 
grammes during a period of swingeing 
budget cuts. 

He will work closely with West Mid¬ 
lands Mayor Andy Street and the chief 
executive to drive forward initiatives 
including the delivery of a capital in¬ 
vestment programme of at least £8 
billion as part of the devolution deal. 

Mr Pearce said he was looking for¬ 
ward to building on ‘solid foundations’ 
laid by predecessor Mark Taylor. 


It will be given £1.1 billion over the 
next 30 years - or £36.5 million a year. 
Discussions have just started over ob¬ 
taining more powers and funding from 
the government. 

Mrs Cadman, from Birmingham, 
will replace interim chief executive 
Martin Reeves, who will return to his 
post at Coventry City Council. Pete 
Durnell, UKIP mayoral candidate, 
said of the revelation: “I am slightly 
surprised that Mrs Cadman has been 
given a £7,500 pay rise before even 
starting. 

“At the rate it is going it will barely 
pay the salaries of the staff.” 

A combined authroity spokesman 
said: “A degree of flexibility will al¬ 
ways be required when trying to se¬ 
cure the strongest candidate. 

“Details of relocation and annual 
leave remain private.” 



Sir Lenny Henry presides over his first graduation ceremony as Chancellor of Birmingham City University 

SIR Lenny Henry encouraged stu- uncertain political times but in mo- making reference to student life, say- 
dents to ‘seize opportunities’ as he ments of great change, there are al- ing: “I know how hard you have had to 
presided over his first graduation cer- ways opportunities. I hope the skills, work because I have been there myself 
emony as Chancellor of Birmingham capabilities and knowledge with which - the late nights, the early mornings 
City University. you are all now equipped will enable and three thousand episodes of Bar- 

Wearing ceremonial robes, the Dud- you to seize on these opportunities; to gain Hunt, 
ley-born actor, writer, comedian and create new jobs, new types of jobs and “Each and every one of you grad- 
charity campaigner addressed more to build a new future for all of us. This uating today has shown dedication 
than 1,000 graduates from the faculty really is your time - so go ahead and and personal commitment to be here, 
of arts, design and media at a cere- change it.” You should be proud of what you have 

mony in Symphony Hall, Birmingham. During his speech, Sir Lenny also achieved and you should be proud of 
Sir Lenny told them: “We live in added some cheeky comic touches by Birmingham City University.” 


Animal Agents 
needed for top 
secret mission 

YOUNGSTERS across Dudley have 
the chance to mix reading and nature 
this summer as part of the Animal 
Agents theme. 

Part of the summer reading chal¬ 
lenge, a number of libraries across 
the borough carry the option for kids 
to meet animals from Dudley Zoo, as 
well as all sorts of craft events. 

The tour will go right across Dud¬ 
ley throughout the month of August, 
stopping by at the library in Hale¬ 
sowen on its way. 

Some of the zoo’s creatures will 
visit Gornal Library on Thursday, 
August 10, while there is also a radio 
gadget-making session on Thursday, 
August 31 from 2.30pm until 3.30pm. 

They will also visit Coseley, from 
11am until 12 noon, on Thursday, 
August 31. 

Sport is also on the bill, with a free¬ 
style footballing session at Dudley Li¬ 
brary on Wednesday, August 16 from 
10am until 11am. 

Special agents of the future can 
hone their talents at Brierley Hill Li¬ 
brary. A radio gadget-making session 
is available on Thursday, August 15 
for ages seven-plus, while there is also 
a chance to create a special agent kit 
on Tuesday, August 22. 

For a full schedule, visit www.dud- 
ley.gov.uk/res ident/libraries-archives/ 
libraries/reading-and-writ ing/events/ 

Children's writer 
is visiting library 

THE public will be able to meet a 
children’s author at a Black Country 
library. 

The event, called No Need to Shout, 
will see Dwarnnay Mills attend Old¬ 
bury Library on August 19 from 11am 
to noon. 

Dwarnnay is also known as a singer 
songwriter and film producer. 




129 Coombs Road, Halesowen Call: 0121 561 4607 


SMF EUROPARTS LTD. 


SERVICE • PARTS • REPAIRS 

® x ? O ^ A . 


01384 565300 
01384567732 


EMAIL:SALES@PWEUROPARTS.COM 

EBAY: P.W.EUROPARTS 

TWO GATES LANE, HALESOWEN, 
WEST MIDLANDS, 003 2LJ 


LjLQ 


Specialists in Authentic 
Vegetarian & Non Vegetarian 


1 kilo Vegetable Pakora £5 
Sheesh Kebab 50p 
100 Samosasfor £20 
Curries from £3 

Vegetable Samosa 25p 
Meat Samosa 50p 
Spring roll 30p 

CATERING SERVICES 

for all functions large or small 

Open times 9am - 8pm Monday-Sunday 

287 Bearwood Road, Smethwick B66 4DR 

0121 429 9998 

info@chandigarhcatering.com 

www.chandigarhcatering.com 




MASSIVE GARRETfANDEUINYL CLEARANCE 


Roll Ends Reduced To Clear! 


• Free Quotes*Free Local Delivery*Free Measuring 
Fitting Service Available 


LATE DEALS 


WINDSOR AND 
LONDON 


Departing Saturday 23 September 2017 


Quote Code: JTG543 


Price Includes... 

✓ Overnight stay at a 4 star hotel within 20 miles 
of central London with 3-course dinner and full 
English breakfast 

✓ Free time in Windsor and central London 

2 days, by coach 

only £79 


View product online at 

www.omega-holidays.com 


Single room supplements £30pp. Subject to availability. 


P 


For more information or to book, please call: 

01902 902165 


DIANA 

HER FASHION STORY 
at Kensington Palace 
Windsor 


Departing Saturday 23 September 2017 


Quote Code: VAR455 


Price Includes... 

✓ Overnight stay at a 4 star hotel within 20 miles 
of central London with 3-course dinner and full 
English breakfast 

✓ Sunday admission ticket to Kensington Palace 
and gardens, including entrance to the ‘Diana: 
Her Fashion Story’ exhibition 

✓ Free time in central London and Windsor 


2 days, by coach 

£109 


only 


.95pp 


View product online at 

www.omega-holidays.com 


Single room supplements £30pp. Subject to availability. 


OmegaHols a Omega Hols OmegaHols 

Organised by Omega Holidays pic, 
ABTAV4782. 






















































School is finally out 
for retiring teachers 



SCHOOL’S out for summer - 
and not just for pupils. Sever¬ 
al teachers have retired too. 

The headteacher of Springfield 
Primary School in Dudley Road, 
Rowley Regis - Sue Powis - is one 
of those leaving their posts and 
has retired after celebrating her 
last days with pupils. 

At Amblecote Primary School 
teacher Max Keen, who taught more 
than 1,400 children during a ca¬ 
reer lasting 39 years, is one of the 
long-serving teachers to retire. 

Mr Keen, from Stourport, started at 
Amblecote Primary School in 1978. 

Generations 

The 62-year-old has seen genera¬ 
tions of children come and go over the 
years - with some even returning with 
children of their own. 

“I am grateful for working at such 
a great school,” he said. “The changes 
have been massive. It’s now about 
data, percentage levels and league ta¬ 
bles. But the school and kids have been 
great.” 

It will be far from a quiet retirement 
for Mr Keen, who gives historical talks 
and plays in a Beatles tribute band - 
The Magical History Tour. 

He was even serenaded with Beat¬ 
les tunes by his colleagues during his 
send-off. 

Stourbridge’s Brook Primary School 
saw both headteacher Lynn Cart¬ 
wright and deputy head Elaine Bloom¬ 
field ring the bell on their careers. 

In the school newsletter, the duo 
were thanked for their ‘countless 
hours, blood, sweat, tears and relent¬ 
less commitment’ given for the chil¬ 
dren. It read: “They have been the 
motivating factors behind our many 
successes here.” 



“Our company is owned and run by local tradesmen 
meaning the work is carried out properly and on time. 
We strive to keep our prices as low as possible in order to 
keep within the budget of retired, disabled and working 
families which make up 95% of our customers. ” 



EXAMPLE FULL 


90x90 Quadrant 
Cubicle with low 
level tray 
15 SQM Wall Tiles 
Tiled Floor 
Replacement Shower 
New Basin & WC 



JL 

I 


THIS WEEK’S 

DISABLED SPECIAL 

Are you having problems 
getting in and out of your 
bath? We will remove 
the bath and fit an easy 
access low level round, 
square or oblong cubicle 
and tile inside, supply a 
new replacement shower, 
a folding seat and grab rail 

ALL FOR ONLY 

£2150 



Extra discount for our retired 
& disabled customers 


We offer a free no obligation 
home visit and on the spot price 
within 48 hrs of your call 


Unit 4, Charterfield Shopping Centre, 
Charterfield Drive, Kingswinford DY6 7SH 
01384 287222 
Showroom also at 
39 Lichfield Road, Wednesfield, 
Wolverhampton WV11 1TW 01902 861908 

SHOWROOMS OPEN 9am-5pm 6 Days a Week 
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Back Door Fitted from £300 
Front Door Fitted from £380 



Door locks repaired. 
Class units replaced 
Re-alignment of doors, 
Installation service 

AUR 


Mob: 07549 548 733 


All uPVC repairs | Free quotes | Quick response 





Nursing 


Home 


expertise in 
ur stay with 


We offer 

• 24 hour nursing care in a warm and friendly environment 

• Single and double bedrooms available, en-suite facilities 

• Specialist care for dementia, nursing and Palliative Care 

• Weekly activity packages, day trips, pub visits, etc 

• Home cooked meals prepared by our 5* rated kitchens 

• Large gardens where you can become friends with our 
Shetland pony, cat and guinea pig 


www.yewtreenursinghome.co.uk 

Come and see for yourselves - no appointment necessary 


Yew Trees, Yew Tree Place, Romsley, B62 ONX 
Tel: 01562 710809 
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Passengers give thumbs up 
to redevloped train station 


PASSENGERS using the redeveloped Birmingham New 
Street are happier than ever with their station experience, 
according to the latest National Rail Passenger Survey. 

Between March and May 2017, 93 per cent of passengers who used the station 
were satisfied with their station experience - a rise from 66 per cent in spring 
2015 before the £750 million new station opened. The latest figures put the site 
at a record third place in the national rankings of customer satisfaction. 

The results reflect the investment to 
transform it into a world class trans¬ 
port hub and are a testament to the 
hard work and dedication of the sta¬ 
tion teams. 

Patrick Power, Network Rail sta¬ 
tion manager, said: “It is really satis¬ 
fying to see that passengers continue 
to enjoy their experience at the rede¬ 
veloped Birmingham New Street and 
that we have been able to build on the 
previous rise we saw after the station 
reopened in 2015. 

Better 

“It is really encouraging for me and 
my staff to see how passengers are en¬ 
joying and adapting to the new facili¬ 
ties. However, there is always room for 
continued improvement and we will 
continue to strive to provide an even 
better service to passengers.” 

The survey, carried out by independ¬ 
ent watchdog Transport Focus, asked 
around 30,000 passengers nationally 
for their views on the railway. 

Birmingham New Street’s renova¬ 
tion saw it transform from a dated 
and dark station to one of the best 
and brightest in Britain. The invest¬ 
ment was a key part of Network Rail’s 
Railway Upgrade Plan and the facility 
boasts a concourse five times the size 
of the original station with an abun¬ 
dance of shops and facilities. 


Just snap to 
it and enter 
competition 

YOUNG people are being urged to get 
snapping during the school holidays 
and enter their photos into the RSP- 
CA’s Young Photographer Awards. 

Entries can depict a bug, a bird or 
a big, beautiful mammal, as photos of 
any kinds of wildlife and animals are 
welcome. 

For the first time there will be a 
prize given for the best photograph 
taken on a mobile phone.BBC Spring- 
watch presenter Chris Packham will 
once again be part of the judging 
panel. 

He said: “If you’re under 19, why 
not head out into the countryside and 
snap some wildlife? Or you could get 
a great shot of your pet, whether it’s 
your dog, cat or even your hamster.” 

The deadline for entries is 4pm on 
August 18. Go to www.rspca.org.uk/ 
ypa/17 



Managers and staff at Hickory’s celebrate the reopening of the site and thanked the public for their support 


LESS than a year after being hit by a 
devastating fire a popular restaurant 
is now back in business - and with a 
new look inside and out. 

Customers have returned to the re¬ 
built Hickory’s Smokehouse, in Kid¬ 
derminster Road, Wall Heath, with 
bosses saying they have been over¬ 
whelmed by local support. 

The interior resembles a wild west 
bar, with wooden decking, balconies 
and old-fashioned barrels making up 


the decor. Bosses say they have en¬ 
joyed a great start and have thanked 
the public for all the support shown 
in helping them to get up and run¬ 
ning again. General manager Adam 
Thompson said: “We have had a crack¬ 
ing start. We have been overwhelmed 
by the support that has been shown. 

“The interior looks fabulous. We 
started with a blank canvas to work 
with. With the design, we have made 
a nod to the Kingfisher (a pub which 


was on the site before).” The exterior 
has been painted in a cream and dark 
green colour. The roof is thatched, 
adding to the old-fashioned theme the 
designers had envisioned. 

The restaurant was virtually de¬ 
stroyed in the blaze last August. 
Bosses have described it as being like 
‘a real phoenix rising from the ashes’. 
Paula Brown, community manager for 
the venue, said: “We just want to wel¬ 
come everyone back.” 


Hospice quick 
to quash talk 
of site move 

BOSSES at Mary Stevens Hospice 
have assured families they are not 
closing after concerns were raised 
about its future at Oldswinford. 

The hospice, which provides end-of- 
life care, says it had been contacted 
by several people concerned it could 
be closing after it was announced Age 
Concern would be leaving the neigh¬ 
bouring Mary Stevens Centre due to 
funding difficulties. 

Far from being in danger of closing, 
a £3 million refurbishment is gather¬ 
ing pace at the Hagley Road site. 

Hospice spokesman Dan Malin 
said: “We’re so grateful for the con¬ 
cern that has been shown by our 
community, and we really are keen to 
reassure our supporters that - while 
we are highly sympathetic of the sit¬ 
uation which has forced Age Concern 
to relocate - those difficulties do not 
extend to the hospice in any way. 

“As the £3m redevelopment begins, 
we are entering a pivotal chapter in 
the history of this charity, and we will 
continue to strive to help more and 
more families. 

“We are well-managed, well-sup- 
ported and our care is helping more 
and more families.” 

Chief executive Stevan Jackson said 
the hospice would be moving into a 
temporary day unit in the car park as 
work on the revamp steps up a gear. 

Six lucky people 
enjoy lottery win 

SIX neighbours in a village near Hale¬ 
sowen have landed a People’s Post¬ 
code Lottery daily prize. 

Residents in Farley Lane, Romsley, 
scooped £1,000 each thanks to their 
postcode B62 0LN. 

People’s Postcode Lottery is a sub¬ 
scription lottery, where players sign 
up to pay monthly in advance. 



Return coach travel from Dudley, Halesowen & Stourbridge 


Your Chronicle 

\ in association with 
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ISjA BTA (j 





The Chronicle 


NEW YEAR 

IN LONDON 



Departing Saturday 30 December 2017 


Quote Code: WXY807 


Price Includes... 

✓ 2 nights at the 4 star Holiday Inn Heathrow M4 
Jct4, West Drayton with full English breakfast 

✓ Buffet dinner on New Year’s Eve 

✓ Free time in central London 

✓ Excursion to central London to see the New 
Year’s Day Parade 


3 days, by coach 

only£239- 95pp 


View product online at 

www.omega-holidays.com 


Single room supplements £80pp. Subject to availability. 


For more information or to book, please call: 

01902 902165 



Ring 
01902 319990 

Or email 

marie.darling@expressandstanco.uk 


If you are over 13 years of age and 
would like the opportunity to earn some 
extra money contact us with: 

Your Name 
Your Date of Birth 
Your Address & Telephone Number 


We are presently recruiting in your area. 
We need reliable people to deliver 
the Chronicle newspaper, magazines 

and advertising leaflets 


NEW YEAR 

LONDON THEATRE 


Departing Saturday 30 December 2017 


Quote Code: UNV551 


Price Includes... 


✓ 2 nights at the 4 star Holiday Inn Heathrow M4 Jct4, 
West Drayton with full English breakfast 

✓ A Stalls or Circle ticket for a choice of top London 
West End Shows on Saturday 30 December (ticket 
upgrades available) 

✓ Dinner and after dinner disco/dance in your hotel on 
New Year’s Eve 

✓ Excursion to central London to see the New Year’s 
Day Parade 

✓ Free time in London 

3 days, by coach 

from £269- 


View product online at 

www.omega-holidays.com 


Single room supplements £80pp. Subject to availability. 


OmegaHols aOmegaHols OmegaHols 

Organised by Omega Holidays pic, 
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Learn about animals 
housed in town’s zoo 

VISITORS to Dudley Zoo can learn all about lynx, lemurs 
and gibbons in a summer season of talks. 

The attraction has launched its daily holiday schedule, 
with informative talks and feeds running throughout the 
day between 11.30am and 3.30pm. 

For the first time, staff have included a lynx talk in the 
packed programme, allowing visitors to learn all about out 
three Carpathian lynx - Daisy, Dave and Dakota - and a 
lemur talk about the cheeky Madagascan prosimians on 
top of that. 

The lynx talk will take place at 1pm at their enclosure - 
opposite the giraffe paddock, while the lemur talk will run 
at 2.30pm in Lemur Wood. 

Keepers are also putting their lar gibbon family back in 
the spotlight at midday each day, as they re-introduce their 
talk for the holidays at their enclosure adjacent to the sea 
lion pool. 

There is also the usual tiger talk at 1.15pm, the sea lion 
talk and feed at 2.45pm, the penguin talk and feed at 3pm, 
the meerkat talk and feed at 3.15pm, and the chance to 
meet a chimp keeper at 3.15pm. 

For the full programme of all summer events see www. 
dudleyzoo. org.uk 



Ace idea as charity 
serves up free tennis 


Chief executive Paul Jessop, left, with James Perrin 

WIMBLEDON may be over, but one charity is determined 
to make sure the sport is seen as more than just a two- 
week fad. 

Tennis for Free, founded back in 2003, is keen to pro¬ 
mote the game as an all-year round sport and to get more 
people playing. 

They are looking to expand into Dudley and Stourbridge 
having already run successful schemes in Hednesford, Li¬ 
chfield and Sandwell. 

Run by the Perrin brothers, James and Chris, from Ches- 
lyn Hay Tennis Club, the pair put on a number of exercises 
to help people improve their game, as well as having the 
opportunity to just hit the ball and have fun. 

Chief executive Paul Jessop, who joined in 2006, said: 
“The sport is great psychologically, socially and physically 
so schemes like this to get people doing a bit of healthy 
exercise is very beneficial.” 

Founded by comedian Tony Hawks and fashion executive 
Patrick Hollwey, Tennis for Free is expected to grow in the 
coming years. Visit www.tennisforfree.com for more. 

Chiltern Rail rated 
top train company 

PASSENGERS have rated Chiltern Railways as the UK’s 
top franchise for punctuality and reliability. 

The company received a score of 92 per cent in Transport 
Focus’ National Rail Passenger Survey. 

Operator Chiltern, an Arriva UK Trains company, also 
scored top of the Department for Transport (DFT) fran¬ 
chises for satisfaction with punctuality and reliability, sat¬ 
isfaction with how requests to station staff were handled 
and satisfaction with car parking facilities. 

The National Rail Passenger Survey which is commis¬ 
sioned by the independent consumer watchdog Transport 
Focus, represents the views of more than 100,000 rail pas¬ 
sengers on a broad spectrum of issues such as overall sat¬ 
isfaction. 

Dave Penney, Chiltern Railways managing director, said: 
“We are delighted that passengers have rated Chiltern as 
the UK’s top DFT franchise for overall satisfaction.” 


Man stole 18 televisions 
from his work to sell on 


A MAN who stole 18 televi¬ 
sions he claimed were ‘ready 
to be scrapped’ sold them for 
more than £7,000 less than 
their value, a court heard. 

Jonathan Hall, 38, of Smiths 
Place, Great Bridge, worked at 
Dreams PLC in Wednesbury 
when he took the televisions. 

Hall pleaded guilty to one count of 


theft by employee between March and 
July 2016 at Wolverhampton Magis¬ 
trates Court on July 4 and last week 
was sentenced for the theft of televi¬ 
sion sets worth £9,000, which he sold 
to Cash Converters for £1,500. 

The court heard Hall believed the 
TVs were to be thrown away and 
claimed he had asked a supervisor, 
but prosecutor Mrs Val Hart said the 
company denied this. Hall was also 
charged with assault in relation to an 


altercation with his ex-partner and 
criminal damage to a letter box. 

He pleaded guilty and was given a 
12-month community order, includ¬ 
ing 20-day rehabilitation and 120 
hours’ unpaid work. He was ordered 
by Judge Michael Wheeler to pay an 
£85 surcharge, £185 costs, £100 com¬ 
pensation to his ex partner and £1,000 
compensation to Dreams PLC. He re¬ 
ceived a restraining order preventing 
him contacting his ex for 12 months. 


Yobs seen throwing 
bricks from bridge 

YOBS were spotted throwing bricks at cars from a 
bridge over a main road. 

Police were called to Duncan Edwards Way, also 
known as the Dudley Southern Bypass, in Dudley at 
7.30pm last Wednesday, but a spokesman said police 
were not able to find those responsible. 

A spokesman for the force said: “We were called about 
bricks being thrown from Duncan Edwards Way, Dud¬ 
ley, at around 7.30pm. Officers attended and there was 
no trace of anyone.” 

The incident has been condemned by a ward council¬ 
lor, who said it could have caused serious injury. 

Councillor Shaukat Ali said: “This is an unacceptable 
type of behaviour which puts at risk the lives of people.” 


summer 
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Spread the cost with up to... 

3 Years 0% Interest Free Credit, 
on right now & all this weekend! 



Everything is reduced throughout our 35,000 sq.ft, furniture superstore! 

We've got huge sale reductions off all our furniture collections including many leading brand names! 

You can also choose to spread the cost with just a low deposit & monthly payments up to 3 years totally interest free!* 

" What ever your budget or style... we've got the furniture to suit!" 


Level Street I Merry Hill I Dudley I West Midlands I DY51UA I T. 01384 77444 

OPENING TIMES: Monday to Friday 10-5.30pm Saturday 10-6pm Sunday 11-5pm 

WWW.williamandsOns.CO.uk Sign up at williamandsons.co.uk to receive OUR EXCLUSIVE PRIVILEGE OFFERS! 

Alstons Baker •bardi smam Hi &L„ ^htl ‘ " NymS rauch | J Mv ^ 


0% APR Representative *Up to 3 years interest free credit offer available on orders over £500.12 months term minimum spend £1,000,18 months term minimum spend £1,500, 24 months term minimum spend £2,000, 36 months term minimum spend £3,000. Minimum deposit 25°/o. 
Representative Example: Cash Price £3,000. Deposit £750. Total amount of credit £2,250. Duration of the agreement 36 months. 36 x monthly repayments of £62.50 starting 1 month after delivery or collection. Annual Rate of Interest 0°/o. Representative APR 0%. Total amount payable £3,000. 
Written details available on request. Credit is subject to status. Terms & Conditions apply. Price Match Promise Terms & Conditions apply. Ask in store or see our website for further details. All offers subject to availability. E&OE. 
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Life expectancy nothing more 
than a simple postcode lottery 


LONG-TERM unemployment, rates of diabetes, proportions 
of obese children and life expectancy; when it comes to your 
health in the West Midlands and Staffordshire, it is a lottery 
depending on where you live. 

Live in Dudley and you are likely to be among the 53.5 per cent of 
people who are physically inactive. 

Reside in Wolverhampton and Sandwell and you are twice as likely as to be 
- unemployed long-term than those in 


Empty office 
block put up 
for£25krent 

A FORMER office block in Oldbury 
town centre has been put up for let in 
the search for a new tenant. 

The three-storey listed Victorian 
building in Church Square has stood 
vacant in recent months, but in a bid 
to give it a new lease of life it is now 
up for let for £25,000 a year. 

The property has office space, a 
vestibule, reception hall through to a 
waiting room and a secure office with 
counter. 

There is also a rear office, staff 
room and canteen. 

The first floor has five separate 
offices and the second floor has four, 
with a car park to the rear making it 
easily accessible for town centre work¬ 
ers. 

It is on the market with estate 
agent Samuel & Co where enquiries 
should be made. 


Staffordshire. 

While if you live in Walsall, you 
are more likely to have diabetes than 
anywhere else in Black Country. The 
information comes from health pro¬ 
files for each area published by Pub¬ 
lic Health England. They show an 
inequality in health depending where 
people live. To tackle this, Public 
Health England has come up with 
local priorities for each area. 

Ranged 

In Dudley, where life expectancy for 
men ranged almost 10 years across the 
borough, seven years for women, the 
council has been tasked with encour¬ 
aging a healthy weight for residents 
and reducing the impact of poverty. 
Dudley Councillor Peter Miller, cabi¬ 
net member for health and wellbeing, 
said: “There are some positives in the 
report and some areas to work on. 

“There are a number of areas we are 
already focussed on including improv¬ 
ing health in pregnancy, encouraging 
healthy weight in children and have 
initiatives in place such as the Daily 
Mile in schools and partnership work¬ 
ing to encourage breast feeding.” 

The picture is better in Stafford¬ 
shire where long-term unemployment 
is below the national average, as is 
children in low income families. 



At St John’s Church, Dudley, Deb Brownlee appeals to keep funding coming in, stood at the blue Chancel screen 


WHEN an historic church was re¬ 
opened after 14 years following a com¬ 
munity campaign, that was just the 
beginning. 

Thousands of pounds have been 
spent over the last year at St John’s 
Church in Kates Hill, Dudley, as of¬ 
ficials continue to bring it back to its 
former glory. 

The St John’s Preservation Group 
fought a long battle to gain control of 
the church, which had fallen into dis¬ 


repair after more than a decade lying 
empty. It was closed in 2002 as it was 
deemed to be unsafe. 

They were handed the keys last year 
and have been busy since bringing the 
building back up to scratch. 

A special event was held to mark 
both its 177th anniversary and a year 
since it was re-opened. Group mem¬ 
bers also used the occasion to appeal 
for more donations. Insurance for the 
next year will cost almost £10,000 


alone. Chairman of the group Deb 
Brownlee said: “Now the building is 
almost completely waterproof, there 
is daylight streaming through the 
windows, the building has been deep 
cleaned and is drying out well. 

“We really need a good supply of 
funds to be able to carry on work at 
this pace, and regular giving means we 
can plan accordingly.” 

Visitors have been streaming into 
the church since its re-opening. 


Taxi drivers 
hopeful to get 
CCTV backed 

TAXI drivers remain hopeful they will 
be able to fit CCTV in their cars - a 
move they insist is needed to put a 
stop to violence against cabbies. 

Council bosses in Dudley have been 
asked to consider allowing drivers to 
put cameras in Hackney carriages and 
private vehicles due to concerns over 
their safety after a spell of attacks in 
the borough. Dudley Taxi Association 
bosses said discussions with council 
officers had been positive and expect 
to get the green light. A formal de¬ 
cision would have to be made by the 
taxis committee. 

Association chairman Shaz Saleem 
said there had been nine attacks on 
drivers in Dudley this year and he be¬ 
lieves they will continue to be in dan¬ 
ger without cameras, which they hope 
will deter robbers and other thugs. 

He said taxis were seen as ‘money 
on wheels’ and it was vital drivers 
were given better protection. 

Mr Saleem said: “We are pleased 
with talks which have been going on. 
It shows they are supporting us. 

“It is not just drivers but our cus¬ 
tomers as well,” he added. 

“We need that security for every¬ 
one. It is a must and will help the 
police. It will go a long way to stop¬ 
ping serious attacks. Last year there 
was one incident, this year there have 
been nine.” 

Disney character 
Belle dropping by 

A DISNEY-THEMED activity session 
is taking place at Rounds Green Li¬ 
brary in Oldbury. 

Disney fans will be able to meet 
Disney Princess Belle - from smash 
hit Beauty and the Beast - will be 
dropping by to meet Disney fans at 
the library on August 21, from 11am 
to noon. 



Express & Star 

FIXED PRICE 

RECRUITMENT 

PACKAGE 


FILL YOUR NEXT VACANCY 
WITH OUR BRONZE FIXED PRICE 
RECRUITMENT PACKAGE 

Bronze package includes: 

• 5cm x 2 column advert in Express & Star (Thursday) 

• 5cm x 2 column advert in Chronicle of your choice 

• Two week listing on jobs.expressandstar.com 



• 5 line advert to appear in Express & Star Classified 
jobs for 5 nights 

• We will run the lineage and online advert on a daily 
basis until you fill the vacancy 

Package Price £399* 

Contact Tracey Thompson 

on 01902 319645 or email 

tracey.thompson@expressandstar.co.uk 
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Everything must go in big refurbishment 



Family company Dreamworld was formed 
back in 1982, with the original shop in 
Windmill Bank, Wombourne, in what was 
previously the village launderette. 

Owner Roger Manley was then working as a 
merchant banker based in Birmingham, and 
after the couple’s children started school he 
and his wife Ailie thought they should start a 
business. 

“We weren’t absolutely sure what type of 
business to open to start with,” admits Roger. 

“But we knew that Wombourne was a thriving 
village which was expanding rapidly and after 
studying the businesses that already existed 
we felt that there was a gap in the market for a 
furniture and bedding outlet.” 

Strength 

It turned out to be a good decision and during 
the next five years the business went from 
strength to strength with more family members 
joining the expanding team including Roger’s 
brother John, sister Mavis and his two sisters- 
in-law. 

In 1987, due to increasing demand, whilst 
retaining the original Wombourne shop the 
family opened a second outlet in Stallings 
Lane, Kingswinford, with approximately 10 
times the floor space. 

Everything seemed to be progressing well, 
with a further five years successful trading, until 
tragedy struck when a fire completely gutted 
the Kingswinford store. 

“The fire started on a Sunday morning whilst 
John and I were in the shop,” explains Roger. 

“It was a major setback and we were very low 
at the time but with the help of our suppliers, 
friends and family it turned into a true phoenix 
from the ashes story. 

“Remarkably within just one week we were 


trading again moving into what was then vacant 
premises further down Stallings Lane where we 
have traded successfully for 34 years building 
an enviable reputation for value-for-money, 
quality and service.” 

It is the company’s proud boast that 
approximately 70 per cent of their business 
comes via recommendation of previous 
customers. 

“This is obviously the best type of business 
you can get and is an endorsement of the level 
of service and satisfaction that customers have 
enjoyed from us,” says Roger. 

“We often get generations of families come 


to us whose parents and grandparents have 
bought items from us and we are now dealing 
with the latest generation, it’s very satisfying.” 

A lot of the furniture Dreamworld sell is 
bespoke with settees made in any choice of 
size and style finished in fabric or leather. 

The vast majority of the chairs can be ordered 
as recliners including ‘rise and recliners’. 

“This is becoming an increasingly high 
proportion of our business for those customers 
who have difficulty getting up and down into 
their chairs,” adds Roger. 

“Beds can also be custom made to any 
size and be electrically operated to assist 


with getting in and out of bed which is a real 
problem for a lot of people. For our customers’ 
peace of mind all our suites and beds carry a 
ten-year guarantee, unless otherwise stated, 
and it has been our policy from day one to offer 
free delivery and removal of your old furniture. 

“As the old saying goes,” says Roger, “you 
can fool some of the people all of the time, all 
of the people some of the time, but you can’t 
fool all of the people all of the time and any 
company that operates on that basis without 
looking after customers is not going to last 
and certainly won’t enjoy the longevity that 
Dreamworld has. 


“We are very proud of our record for customer 
satisfaction which has always been at the top of 
our agenda.” 

The latest chapter in Dreamworld’s progress 
is the expansion and refurbishment of the store. 
This coincided with the opening of the new 
Lidl superstore in Stallings Lane which Roger 
predicted would bring a higher volume of traffic 
and footfall past the showrooms. 

The current sale features great savings across 
the whole range, so now is the time to pay 
Dreamworld a visit for unbelievable savings on 
furniture. 


Everything must go in big refurbishment 


Recliners & Riser Recliners Available 



E tlOOO P/X for 
your old suite 


Free removal of your old bed 



Dreamworld fu Mw e 


Mon-Sat 8 Stallings Lane, Kingswinford DY6 7HU 
™ Large Free Car Park 

10.30am-4.30pm Tel: 01384 295600 


Call in to view our many unbeatable offers on display 

WHILE STOCK LASTS 


/ ■ 1000 fabrics, . 
100 leathers I 
to choose t 


assBOP 

[ u©)©§% 

UNBEUEVEABLE 


CONWAY SUITE. 

.WAS £1595 

NOW £695 

CORNER GROUP. 

.WAS £2195 

NOW £995 

MATCHING SWIVEL CHAIR . .. 
BOSTON 3 SEATER, 
2SEATERAND0NE 

.WAS £895 

WAS £395 

CHAIR, ALL RECLINING. 

.WAS £3195 

NOW £1595 

DOUBLE BEDS. 

ODD BASES & 

.WAS £799 

NOW £299 

MATTRESSES TO CLEAR. 


ONLY £69 

KING SIZE DIVANS. 

. WAS £1099 

NOW £399 

TABLE & CHAIRS. 

.WAS £1299 

NOW £699 

^LEATHER BED SETTEE. 

.WAS £1895 

NOW £696 
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Health & 
beauty 





H ow, when and where you apply sun cream can 
make a huge difference to its effectiveness. 
Learn how to sunbathe safely with these tips. 

Sun cream. Grab a bottle of factor 15 from 
Boots at the airport, whack it on when you hit 
your sun lounger and you’re all set. 

Right? 

Wrong. 

“Applying sunscreen seems simple enough, but if you’re 
not careful, improper use can leave your skin vulnerable 
and exposed,” warns Daniel Isaacs, formulation and 
development director at Medik8. 

A survey by the British Association of Dermatologists 
in 2016 identified that 80 per cent of people are failing to 
adequately apply sunscreen. 

Even the most cautious sun worshippers may be putting 
themselves at risk with their suntan-lotion technique, but 
armed with the right knowledge you can ensure you’re 
thoroughly protected... 


Nine mistakes you are 
rmakina with sunscreen 



1. Applying sunscreen in the sun 

“Any application in direct sunlight increases evaporation 
by up to 60 per cent, reducing protection,” says Abi 
Cleeve, MD Ultrasun UK. “Put it on at least 15 minutes 
before you go out. Get a good coverage and let it sink in.” 

2. Ditching the SPF on cloudy days 

“Even when it’s not particularly sunny, sunscreen is still 
required,” says Seena Seka, sun care specialist for Linco 
Care Ltd. “When the sky is overcast, UV radiation levels are 
still at 80 per cent of their normal levels.” 

3. Checking the weather forecast not 

the UV index 

“The temperature can be deceptive - a breeze can keep 
you cool, but it doesn’t affect UV levels. Look up the UV 
index for your area to make sure you’re using protection 
when necessary, especially between 11am and 3pm, when 
the sunshine is at its strongest,” Seena advises. 

4. Missing sensitive spots 

“The most common site for men to develop a malignant 


melanoma is on the chest or back. For women it’s more 
likely on the legs,” Abi says. So slather on liberally all 
over. 

5. Skipping your lips 

“Lips are often forgotten and with no natural shade like 
the lower lip, the upper lip area in particular shows ageing 
from sun damage more quickly. Help prevent damage from 
the elements with the Ultrasun Ultralip SPF 30 [£6, M&S],” 
Abi recommends. 

6. Not topping up enough 

“Consumers should also be mindful of the activities they 
perform whilst wearing sunscreen. Sweat, exposure to 
water, towel drying and anything that rubs against the skin 
can significantly diminish your level of protection,” Daniel 
says. “To receive a sunscreen’s full protective properties, 
you should be topping up your application every two 
hours.” 

7. Not checking the expiration date 

An Asda survey revealed that 57 per cent of Brits are 


wearing out-of-date sunscreen. “Check your product for 
shelf life, the average is just 6-12 months,” Abi says. 

8. Not slapping on enough product 

“It is recommended that a minimum quantity of 35ml 
is sufficient for all-over body protection. If you reduce 
the required amount, then the level of SPF protection will 
decrease significantly,” Seena warns. That’s about two 
tablespoons. “As a rule, you should always use an SPF15 
product or higher at the start of sun exposure. You can 
always choose a lower factor later,” he adds. 

9. Only using SPF on holiday 

“There is a common misconception that sunscreen is 
only necessary in the summer months, or worse still, just 
for the beach or pool,” Daniel warns. “The truth is UV rays 
are everywhere, and whether you’re enjoying a summer 
stroll or taking refuge from winter winds near a brightly 
lit window, you’re still being exposed to damage. Daily, 
year-round application is essential if you wish to shield skin 
from photodamage.” 


10 ways to stop hair colour fading on holiday 


W hile there’s a lot to love about 
summer holidays - like lie-ins, 
lazy beach days and spamming 
your friends with envy-inducing 
Instagram posts — there’s one 
downside: Even the brightest of hair colours 
can be ravaged by all all that sun, sea and 
sand. 

“When we think of the sun damaging 
coloured hair, we immediately think of 
the effect on blonde hair, but in reality all 
colours are prone to fade and this can be 
disastrous for redheads and brunettes too,” 
says Maria Kovacs, Tigi European session 
director. 

So what do you do - just whack on a 
heat-protection spray and hope for the best? 
Actually, there’s a lot more you can do to keep 
your colour looking vibrant and your locks 
healthy, starting before you jet off. 

Here are the experts’ top tips for fighting the 
fade... 

1. Don’t dye before you fly 

“Have your hair coloured eight to 15 days 
before departure on holiday,” says hair 
colourist Christophe Robin. “Or else opt for a 
very minimal ‘tie and dye’, or highlights on just 
a few strands around your face.” 

2. Choose your colour carefully 

“Excessive colour fade comes from 
damaged hair,” advises Sophia Hilton, founder 
of Not Another Salon. 

“Prevention is better than cure. We use 
INNOluxe in all our colours, to protect at the 
same time to stop this. 

“My advice is to make sure your colourist is 
using something to protect your hair.” 


3. Don’t wash your hair every day 

“If you can avoid daily washing, it is 
preferable for coloured hair. Just get used 
to spritzing with dry shampoo on no-wash 
days and you’ll see a difference,” says Kerrie 
O’Reilly, TIGI Academy technical director. 

4. Wetter hair is better 

“Hair is like a sponge, so if you don’t have 
any swim protection cream, just drench it 
with fresh water from the shower or even 
a bottle before you go in the sea or pool,” 
recommends Paul Dennison, hair colourist 
at Ken Picton Salon. “The water effectively 
fills the gaps in the keratin, so the salt or 
chlorinated water can’t get in as much.” 

5. Rinse with cool water 

Celebrity Hairstylist Phil Smith says: “I 
always advise clients to avoid rinsing hair with 
hot water; instead opt for cold water as this 
helps to preserve the hair dye. Washing with 
hot water opens the pores and allows the dye 
to escape.” 

6. Be gentle when towel-drying 

“Towel-drying your hair is yet another way 
to make colour fade fast,” Smith warns. “It will 
scrape colour out of the cuticle layer of hair 
that could already be open from your shower. 
Try gently blotting the hair and let it air-dry as 
much as you can.” Or, try the AQUIS Lisse 
Luxe Hair Towel, £30 (aquishair.co.uk), which 
is made from a special, extra-soft textile that 
isn’t as harsh on hair. 

7. Make your own hair sunscreen 

“Hair sunscreens are really important but 
if you’re on a budget, add a teaspoon of 


factor 50 to a small spritz bottle and mix with 
hot water, then spray in,” says Jack Howard, 
colourist at Paul Edmonds. 

8. Ditch the heat stylers 

“When we use heat on our hair again and 
again, it begins to damage the outer layer 
of the hair, meaning colour molecules can 
escape faster,” says Esther Couchman, salon 
specialist & technical educator. “Ditch your 
straighteners and tongs over the summer 
months and opt to let your hair dry naturally.” 

9. Invest in high-quality shampoo and 

conditioner 

“Aim to keep your colour fresh by using a 
professional shampoo or conditioner. High 
street brands may be cheaper but they are 
often not powerful enough to maintain colour 
to a noticeable standard,” say the pros at 
Taylor Taylor salon. 

10. Use protection 

“Applying a water-resistant cream that 
contains a UV filter will help prevent colour 
change when you’re in the sun or swimming 
in the sea or pool,” says Anabel Kingsley, 
trichologist at Philip Kingsley. “To additionally 
prevent colour change, wear wide-brimmed 
hat or sit under a beach umbrella.” 

• Three of the best holiday hair protectors 

Sassoon Professional Halo Hydrate, £17.45 
(www.regissalons.co.uk) 

Philip Kingsley Swimcap Treatment, £15 
(LookFantastic.com) 

Tigi Beach Bound Protection Spray, 
currently reduced to £11.35 from £16.25 (www. 
escentual.com) 
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Glorious garden is just 
one 'therapeutic' escape 


HIS glorious garden is his 
pride and joy - and also the 
place where pensioner Don¬ 
ald Hall goes to put his mind 
at ease. 

Mr Hall and his wife Barbara 
have won awards for their beauti¬ 
ful outside space in the past. And 
given the array of colours in the 
garden, it should be no surprise to 
anybody. 

Mr Hall says working in the garden 
of his Netherton home is ‘therapeutic’. 

The 78-year-old has twice been diag¬ 
nosed with cancer and also had a heart 
bypass - but says he forgets about his 
aches and pains when he is outside. 

Pristine 

Mrs Hall, aged 76, is a retired florist 
and also helps out keeping everything 
in pristine condition. 

The garden at their Abingdon Road 
home is packed with beautiful blooms 
including begonias, hydrangeas, gera¬ 
niums, petunias, busy lizzies, chrysan¬ 
themums, sunflowers and surfinias. 

Mr Hall said it is looking better than 
ever this year. 

He said: “I think the weather con¬ 
ditions have really helped this year. 
We’ve had sunshine and we’ve had 
rain and I’ve fed them pretty well too. 

“We’ve always had a nice garden 
but I think it’s exceptional this year. 
It keeps me pretty busy and Barbara 
helps. She used to be a florist so that’s 
why I like to have a nice garden - for 
her. It is therapeutic out there and 
your mind is away from everything.” 

Mr Hall thanked his wife for her un¬ 
wavering support despite his illnesses. 

Former car components inspector 
Mr Hall met Barbara around a decade 
ago at Wood Farm Golf and Country 
club in Essington. 



3,000 over-90s on the road 


MORE than 3,000 people aged 90 or 
over still hold driving licences in the 
West Midlands. 

Latest figures from the Driver and 
Vehicle Licensing Agency show there 
are 2,750 men and 979 women in their 
90s who hold licences locally. 

And 248 people aged over 100 still 
hold valid licences. The West Midlands 
has the third highest number of over 
90s with licences, behind Hampshire 
and Greater London. 

Once motorists reach the age of 70 


they have to renew their licence every 
three years and answer written ques¬ 
tions about medical conditions and 
eyesight quality. 

As senior citizens are more likely to 
have a range of health problems and 
slower reaction times, there has been 
plenty of heated debate on the issue of 
the safety of older drivers. 

However, a study from Swansea 
University last year claimed elderly 
road users are no more dangerous 
than other drivers. 




See our Refurbished Showroom 
which offers all of the following: 


✓ Working Appliances ✓ We are a Bosch Partner and 

✓ Working Boiling Water Tap offer cheaper than internet 

✓ Granite, Quartz, Corian and prices on integrated appliances 

Timber Worktops ✓ Free Design Service 



FREE set of 
saucepans 
with every 
Bosch 
induction 
V hob > 


✓ Full Fitting Service 


Visit our superb showroom:- 
D & S Kitchens Ltd 

Maypole Fields, Cradley, Halesowen, 
West Midlands B63 2QB 
Showroom. Tel: 01384 343399 

Open: 10am-4pm (Monday-Saturday) 
Appointments only on Sunday 

(§) BOSCH 


VISA 


www.dandskitchensltd.co.uk 
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Ryanair boss warns 'Open Skies' arrangement could be scrapped 



Sports shop 
chain sees 
its annual 
profits halved 


Concerns - BA boss Willie Walsh Jill Seymour, the Euro MP and UKIP transport spokesman claims scaremongering tactics Transport Secretary Chris Grayling 

Could Brexit ground all 
flights leaving the UK? 



Outspoken Ryanair boss Michael O’Leary has called for the Brexit vote to be ignored or flights from UK airports could be grounded 



Ryanair flights could be pulled from all UK airports says its boss 


Report by Mark Andrews 

IMAGINE the scene. Bir¬ 
mingham Airport deserted. 
No passengers, the check¬ 
in desks deserted, the 
shops shut, and the planes 
grounded. 

Maybe the odd maintenance 
worker keeping things ticking 
over in the hope that someday 
flights might resume, but no 
prospect of that happening in 
the long term. 

Well, according to the latest com¬ 
ments from Ryanair’s outspoken 
chief executive Michael O’Leary, 
that could be the situation we are 
faced with in two years time if Brit¬ 
ain presses ahead with plans to 
leave the European Union. And not 
just at Birmingham Airport, but at 
every airport across the UK. 

“By September 2018 when your 
average British voter is sitting 
down to work out where he is going 
on his holidays in 2019, the two 
options he will have are to drive to 
Scotland or get a ferry to Ireland,” 
Mr O’Leary told a committee of 
Euro MPs discussing the impact 
of Brexit on tourism. He said if a 
deal had not been reached by the 
autumn of next year, his company 
would begin pulling flights out of 
UK airports. 

Of course, O’Leary, who over 
the years has called for environ¬ 
mentalists and travel agents to be 
shot and boasted about bombarding 
customers with sales pitches has 
never been one for understatement, 
and his critics have been quick to 
accuse the EU supporter of scare¬ 
mongering. 

Negotiate 

His claim is based on the fact 
that Britain would need to negoti¬ 
ate a fresh deal with the European 
Union about access to airports if 
flights to and from the continent 
were to be maintained after Brexit. 
Furthermore, Britain would no 
longer be part of the international 
agreements about flights between 
the EU and countries outside the 
EU. In other words, unless Britain 
agreed to remain part of the pres¬ 
ent “Open Skies” arrangement as 
part of the terms of Brexit, it will 
need to come to a fresh agreement 
with every country it has flights to 
and from. 

Of course, the same applies to 
most trading agreements, which is 
the whole reason why Brexit Sec¬ 
retary David Davis is now locked 
in talks with his EU counterpart 
Michel Barnier about the terms 
of trade once Britain leaves the 
union, but there is one crucial dif¬ 
ference. If Britain, the EU, and our 
other main trading partners cannot 
come to an agreement at the end of 
the two-year negotiation period, 
most industries will be able to fall 


back on the World Trade Organisation rules 
which ensure reasonably free movement of 
goods and services. However, WTO rules do 
not apply to the aviation industry. This, at 
least in theory, means that if a deal cannot 
be agreed, then all flights to and from the UK 
will have to be suspended. 

Jill Seymour, the West Midland Euro MP 
and UKIP transport spokesman, has dis¬ 
missed his claims as “ludicrous”. She accused 
Mr O’Leary, who had been a vocal supporter 
of Britain remaining in the EU, of sour 
grapes. 

“As long as the demand exists for flights to 
popular holiday spots like Spain, France and 
Greece, they will of course continue,” he says. 

“Mr O’Leary is merely scaremongering, and 
venting his frustration that he campaigned 
for the UK to remain in the EU - and lost.” 

Of course, the simple solution would be for 


Britain to remain part of the EU Open Skies 
agreement after we leave the EU, but there 
is a fly in the ointment. Open Skies comes 
under the jurisdiction of the European Court 
of Justice, which Prime Minister Theresa May 
has said Britain should withdraw from. It is a 
matter for debate whether Britain could con¬ 
tinue as a member of the scheme without ac¬ 
cepting to be bound by the ECJ, at least with 
regards to airspace. 

Transport Secretary Chris Grayling has 
said the Government is committed to secur¬ 
ing “the best possible access to European avi¬ 
ation markets”, but warned that it would take 
a while to reach agreement. 

“I know that the aviation industry wants 
certainty, and quickly,” he told airline bosses. 
It’ll be some time yet before we can deliver 
that certainty. The formal negotiations have 
only just begun. 


“It’s in the interests of all countries, and all 
who travel between them, that we seek open, 
liberal arrangements for aviation,” he added. 

Never one to shy away from controversy, 
Mr O’Leary said the only answer would be for 
the British Government to ignore the result 
of the referendum. 

Sensible 

“The sensible outcome here is to ignore the 
plebiscite of 12 months ago, stay in Europe 
and continue to benefit from Open Skies,” he 
said. 

“We’ll be taking a lot of aircraft out of the 
UK in the April of 2019 and reallocating them 
to European regional airports and they’ll be 
seeing a lot more growth than they’ll know 
how to handle.” 

“Although Heathrow, thankfully, will be 
empty probably for a period of months. 

Willie Walsh, chief executive of Interna¬ 
tional Airlines Group which owns British 
Airways and the Irish Aer Lingus airline, has 
also voiced concerns, although struck a less 
confrontational tone than Mr O’Leary. 

He said he was confident a deal would be 
struck between Britain and the EU, but urged 
both sides involved to reach an agreement 
similar to the open skies set-up. 

“The UK has always supported an open, 
liberal deregulated aviation market,” said Mr 
Walsh. 

“With policy support it ought to be rela¬ 
tively straightforward to agree a deal on avi¬ 
ation that will be ready when the UK leaves 
the EU,” said Mr Walsh. But Mr O’Leary said 
that would not be possible because there was 
no goodwill in Europe towards Britain. 

“The French and the Germans, when they 
have the opportunity to stick one into the 
British, they like nothing better,” he said. 


Report by Thom Kennedy 


SPORTSWEAR chain Sports Direct has seen 
its annual profits more 
than halved because of 
the collapse in the val¬ 
ue of the pound after the 
Brexit vote. 

The chain, which has three 
large stores in Shropshire, 
suffered a 58.7 per cent slide 
in pre-tax profits to £113.7 
million in the year to April 30. 

Its chief executive is Newcastle 
United owner Mike Ashley, who 
said the group had taken action 
to limit the impact of the pound’s 
heavy falls against the US dollar, 
but warned over longer-term ster¬ 
ling woes. He said upgrades to shops and the strategy of 
partnering with other brands to mirror Selfridges’ store 
model was proving beneficial. 

“Sports Direct is on course to become the Selfridges of 
sport by migrating to a new generation of stores to show¬ 
case the very best products from our third party brand 
partners,” he said. “We have invested over £300 million 
in property over the last year, and I am pleased to report 
that early indications show that trading in our new flagship 
stores is exceeding expectations. The devaluation of Ster¬ 
ling against the US dollar has led to a significant impact on 
earnings and profits in 2017. We have put in place hedging 
arrangements to minimise the short-term impact of cur¬ 
rency volatility, but like many UK retailers we remain ex¬ 
posed to medium/long term currency fluctuations.” 

The chain has stores at Meole Brace in Shrewsbury, Wre- 
kin Retail Park and Telford Shopping Centre in Telford, 
and Cross Street in Oswestry. Sports Direct, which sources 
many branded goods in US dollars from Asia, said it was 
“optimistic” for the year ahead, targeting profit growth of 
between five to 15 per cent despite ongoing pressure from 
the pound. Like-for-like retail sales - the directly compa¬ 
rable sales in stores which have been open for more than 
a year - edged 0.3 per cent higher, with total revenues up 
11.7 per cent because international sales benefited from 
weaker pound. 

Sports Direct warned after last June’s EU referendum 
that profits would be hit because the company failed to 
hedge against the fall in sterling in the immediate after- 
math of the vote, meaning the weak pound impacted its 
product-buying power. 

Sales up but 
firm is wary of 
thenextphase 

FROM washing machines to ovens, retailer AO World has 
issued a fresh warning over “challenging” trading, despite 
delivering an increase in sales. 

The company, which has opened a major recycling centre 
in Telford which will employ about 200 people, issued a 
trading update alongside its annual general meeting. 

Overall UK revenue growth in the three months to June 
30 has increased by 2.5 per cent, AO said. 

The company had warned at the time of its full-year re¬ 
sults announcement that it expected a sharp slowdown in 
sales in the quarter, and the latest increase reflected that 
with UK website sales growth having dropped from 14.5 
per cent in the year to March 31. AO appeared satisfied 
to have kept sales growing, however, having anticipated 
a slowdown in the tough trading environment and when 
compared with a strong performance a year ago. “AO World 
remains on track with its long-term strategic plan and the 
board expects results for the full year to fall within the 
range of market expectations,” said company chairman 
Geoff Cooper. 

“Customer satisfaction continues to be exceptional in 
all of our territories and the roll-out of further categories 
across the UK and Europe continues.” 

He added: “ As reported in June, the UK trading environ¬ 
ment remains challenging.” 

The major domestic appliances market - essentially 
white goods like washing machines - has seen a fall in vol¬ 
umes year-on-year, so the company said it was “pleased” 
with growth in its UK website sales of 6.2 per cent. It had 
a strong period in the first quarter of its trading year last 
time out as well, adding weight to the latest figures. 



Sports Direct 
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MR fed up with rubbish 
view and calls for help 


THIS is the mountain of rub¬ 
bish left in an industrial yard 
for almost a year, which 
prompted calls for the Gov¬ 
ernment to get involved in 
cleaning it up. 

The waste had begun to be shift¬ 
ed but work ground to a halt, with 
latest images showing little differ¬ 
ence made to the scene which has 
blighted Shaw Road in Dudley. 

Around 2,000 tons of waste, which 
includes tyres, plastic and other in¬ 
dustrial materials, has been dumped 
at the Rowanoak site. 

Solution 

It appeared the rubbish would fi¬ 
nally be cleared last month when the 
Environment Agency (EA) moved 
in, but it said work had ‘currently 
stopped’, prompting anger from MP 
Ian Austin who has called for an im¬ 
mediate solution. 

The Labour MP for Dudley North 
has become frustrated by the lack of 
progress and said the Environment 
Secretary Michael Gove should get in¬ 
volved and urged the EA to ‘get a grip’. 

He first demanded action in Novem- , 
ber but there has been little progress 
made since then. He told the Express 
& Star: “Businesses and I are fed up 
with the time it is taking to sort this 
out. It’s been dragging on for far too 
long and I want Michael Gove to get 
the Environment Agency to get a grip 
and sort it out much more quickly.” 

EA bosses said they were working 
with the landowner to try and get the 
clear-up resumed. Environment officer 
Steve Rogers said: “While our investi¬ 
gation into the depositing of the waste 
at the site is ongoing, we have been 
working with the permit holders and 
landowners to secure removal.” 



The mountain of rubbish left in an industrial yard in Shaw Road, Dudley 


Former mayor is praised 


A FORMER mayor of Dudley has been 
praised by his successor for his fund¬ 
raising efforts. 

During his time in office, Moham¬ 
med Hanif raised nearly £37,000 for 
three charities. Representatives from 
Friends of Alfie Johnson, Diabetes UK 
Dudley group and Dudley CIL shared 
the funds. 

Each group took away more than 
£12,000 for their own charities. Cur¬ 


rent mayor Councillor Dave Tyler 
said: “Being mayor of Dudley is a real 
honour and brings so many opportu¬ 
nities to meet people from across our 
wonderful borough. 

“Most importantly, we are able to 
help raise the profile of charitable or¬ 
ganisations and play a part in raising 
funds to help support their efforts. 

“I hope that people will be as gener¬ 
ous this year to help me.” 




BATHROOM & PLUMBING STORES 

your local trade and retail merchants 


RIO BASIN 
MONO INC. 

ff CLICKER 

t WASTE 

£9.99 

INC. VAT 

1700MM P SHAPE 
COMPLETE BATH 
WITH SCREEN 
AND SIDE PANEL 

£199.99 

INC. VAT 

1050 GLOSS WHITE 

WC BASIN FURNITURE 

SET INCLUDES PAN, 

CISTERN AND SEAT 

£199.99 

INC. VAT 

BATH 

SCREEN 

£39.99 

INC. VAT 


THERMOSTATIC 
BAR VALVE, 
COMPLETE WITH 
RISER KIT AND FAST 
FIX BRACKETS 

J • £49 

INC. VAT 

, 1 

AH 

COMPLETE 

BATHROOM 

SUITES 

FROM 

£239 

INC. VAT 

Friendly knowledgeable 
staff here to help 


BRIERLEY HILL BRANCH 
UNITS 11/12 MOUNT PLEASANT 
QUARRY BANK, 

BRIERLEY HILL DY5 2YS 

01384 74949 


OPENING HOURS 
7.30 am-5.00 pm MON-FRI 
8.00 am-5.00 pm SATURDAY 
CLOSED SUNDAYS 


• AMPLE PARKING 

• FREE LOCAL DELIVERY 

• SPECIALIST ADVICE 

• HUGE STOCKS 



SALE NOW ON 


25% OFF 

all these 
brands and 
v many more 



The Most Competitive Prices 
in the Midlands on all 
Leading Manufacturers 

• Bridgecraft • G Plan 

• Nathan • Wade 
• Parker Knoll • Sherborne 

• Duresta • Vale 


B 




Fine Furniture 


We have 


a price 
match 
policy 



HIGH STREET, STOURBRIDGE 
Telephone 01384 394176 

Sales@pargetersfurniture.co.uk 



WANTED 

Abandoned faithful 
companion seeks loving 
new home. Happy 
disposition despite 
neglect. Just wants to 
give love and be loved, 

Please call 

0121 043 5211 


We have many dog* desperate for new homes. 
Please feel free to visit our centre or log onto our website. 

www.birminghamdogshome:org.uk 

If yem cannot rahomejyou can help us ^rlth donations of sponsorship 

Calherine-De-Barnes Lane, < 


Calherin^-De-Barnes, Splihull. B62 01 )J 
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Independent Family Owned 
Funeral Directors 

Trevor E.W. Hickton Ltd 

Whitmore House, 8-11 Lower High Street, Cradley Heath B64 5AB 

01384 569569 


About The 
Company 

Trevor EW Hickton Funeral Directors are 
a long established firm based in Cradley 
Heath. Formerly know as J.E.W. Hickton 
& Sons the company was established 
in 1909 and has been serving Cradley 
Heath, Halesowen and all the surrounding 


followed by his other son Greg in 2010 
and finally by his daughter Jodie in 2014 

The family ah work together along with a 
team of long standing and hard working 
staff The office staff comprise of former 
Springfield Post Office manager Mandy 
Parsons, who looks after the on going 
funeral arrangements assisted by Jodie, 
and Kate Davis who has worked for the 
company for 15 years. Kate is also the 
company Stone Masonry manager. 

In 2014 a brand new dedicated funeral 


“On each funeral we conduct, there will 
always be a member of the Hickton family 
looking after you on 
the day. 

Therefore, ensuring the highest of 
standards and care” 

• 24 Hour Service 

• We cover all local areas 

• Pre Paid Funeral Plans 

• Modem & Classic Vehicles 

• Payment Plans 

• Simple Funerals 

• DWP Help & Advice 



NewCv Refurbished Halesowen Branch Oj 

R. Hadley & Hickton , 36-38, Windmill Hill, 
Colley Gate, Halesowen B63 2BZ 01384 636606 


New Private 
Arrangement 
Rooms 




Please Visit: WlVW.TEWHickton.CO.tlk 

for more information and virtual tour of our premises 


JORDANS SOLICITORS 

Friendly, efficient and price competitive 


m 


m 




'/ Jmf 




Here at Jordans Solicitors we offer. 
Conveyancing both Residential and 
Commercial, Wills and Probate, 
Powers of Attorney & Family Law... 


If the regular office hours 9.00am to 5.00pm Monday to Friday are not very 
convenient for you we can offer Thursday evening and Saturday morning 


I Summer Hill, Halesowen B63 3BU Tel: 0121 585 3900 
35 Payne Street, Blackheath, West Midlands B65 ODH 
Telephone: 0121 559 2922 

www.jordans-solicitors.co.uk 


towns and areas since. In 1909 Joe 
Hickton a well kn own carpenter, builder, 
undertaker, local counsellor and one 
time Mayor of Rowley Regis, opened a 
dedicated funeral home located in Lower 
High Street, Cradley Heath to focus on the 
funeral directing side of business. Along 
with his wife Rose, the local midwife. 
They became a large part of the local 
community, with the local saying being 
“she brings them in to the world, and he 
takes them out!” Their son William ‘Bill’ 
Hickton came in to the business in 1937 
and the father and son partnership began 
carrying out funerals across Cradley 
Heath and the surrounding areas, with 
Bill eventually taking over the business 
in 1957 after Joe retired. Bill’s son Trevor 
came in to the business in 1971 working 
closely with his father to continue 
building the company reputation. 

Trevor inherited J. E. W. Hickton Funeral 
Directors after his father Bill passed 
away in 2000. In 2005 the company was 
registered as a Limited UK company 
along with a name change to what it is 
today, Trevor E.W. Hickton Ltd Funeral 
Directors. Trevor’s son Ross came in to 
the business n 2006, 


home was built on the grounds of 
the original funeral home in Lower 
High Street, to support the needs of 
the business. Now with three private 
chapels of rest, three family arrangement 
rooms and a private working office. The 
company is able to cater to ah needs and 
requirements of their clients in a friendly 
and inviting funeral home. 

In 2015 the decision was made to 
renovate the funeral home in Colley Gate 
with a new reception area and particularly 
a new shop frontage. 

The office name was changed to 
incorporate the Hickton name as many 
local families were using the office who 


• Modern Premises 

With over 100 years experience we feel 
we are best placed to help you, and your 
family at your time of need. We have 
modem and inviting funeral homes that 
will feel like your own home. 

Our caring and friendly funeral arrangers 
and directors will guide you through the 
process at your time and convenience. 

We are happy to visit you at home or in our 
offices, to discuss pre paid funeral plans or 
an at need funeral arrangement. 

Please Visit: 
www.TEWHickton.co.uk 
for more information and 


had before came to Hicktons in Cradley virtual tOUr Of OUr premises 
Heath at their time of need, they now have 
a closer location 


Have you thought about 
taking a Pre-Paicl Funeral 
Plan out with us? 

A funeral plan leaves nothing to chance 
and provides peace of mind for you and 
those you care about 



New Private Arrangement Rooms 


COMMERCIAL FEATURE 


Branching out to offer legal 
services across Black Country 



Michael Jordan LLB Michael has been with the firm since 2006 when he 
joined as a trainee. He is now Managing Director specialising in Residential 
and Commercial Property. 

Baldeep Kooner LLB Baldeep is a Wills and Probate Special ist advising on 
Wills, Probate, Powers of Attorney, Tax Planning and Court of Protection 
cases. 

Brinder Khara LLB Brinder is an Accredited Family Solicitor and has been 
practising in the area of Family Law since 1996. She is also a Notary Public 


JORDANS Solicitors provide 
legal services including Wills 
and Probate, Property and 
Family Law from our offices in 
Halesowen and Blackheath. 

We cover Birmingham and the 
Black Country, including Sandwell, 
Dudley, Walsall, West Bromwich and 
Stourbridge. 

Jordans was established in 
Blackheath by John Jordan in 1990. 
Over the last five years we have trebled 
in size resulting in opening a second 
branch in Halesowen and we have 
three distinct departments, each 
headed by a specialist in that area. 

Wills and Probate 

For the majority of people, making 
a will is a simple and low cost iece of 
legal work. 

On the other hand, the cost of sorting 
out the mess left when someone dies 
without a will, with an out of date will 
or with a badly drafted will can be 
massive. 

It only takes an hour or so to make 
a will and it can save your loved ones 
hours of heartache and sometimes 
thousands of pounds. 

Property Services 

We deal with all types of transactions 
involving residential property: Sales, 
Purchases, Transfers of Equity and 
Remortgages. 

Our focus is to provide an 
accessibleand efficient service to 
clients. Moving house can be very 
stressful and we aim to remove as 
much stress as possible for our clients. 

Family Law 

For all family clients we offer an initial 
FREE 30 minute interview to discuss 
your case, explain your options and 
advise you appropriately. 


We are also able to offerthis service 
by a telephone appointment. 

Whilst the majority of our 
workinvolves divorce, we also assist 
those who are cohabiting and those 
who are in a civil partnership. 

For information please call our 
Halesowen office on 0121 5853900 
or our Blackheath office on 0121 559 
2922. 

Other members of the team include 
Rikki Bateman and Emma Hingley. 


Rikki is a Qualified Solicitor specialising 
in Residential Property. He is vastly 
experienced in all aspects of buying 
and selling, including New Builds and 
Help to Buy Schemes. 

Emma has joined us from a local 
Estate Agents. 

She brings a wealth of experience, 
which will further improve the process 
of Buying or selling a property for our 
clients and make it a smoother and 
less stressful process. 



























Established, reliable 
local businesses * 


Book your job online 



Express Cars is a family run business offering a range of services including 
taxi, private hire and mini buses. Centrally located, we are ideally place to 
serve both domestic and commercial customers across Town with highly 
affordable taxis. 

We undertake work on a singular and contract basis. With a wealth of 
experience, our professional and reliable team offer a comprehensive range of 
private hire cars, 4-16 seat mini buses, local and long distance transportation, 
as well as airport transfers among many others. 

Over the years, we have grown to become one of the largest and most 
well-known taxi and private hire companies throughout the town. We strive 
to deliver an exceptional level of service to all customers, with our drivers 
ensuring a polite, smooth and pleasant journey from beginning to end. 

Our fully computerized booking and dispatch system InfoCabs, enables the 
provision of fast, efficient and reliable taxi service, with accurate taxi tracking 
and estimated time of arrivals improving the reliability of our taxi and private 
hire solutions. 

To book your taxi online please visit 
www.expresstaxishalesowen.co.uk 


A Local Business with 
Traditional Values 


H urst Green Home&Garden, the neigh¬ 
bourhood DIY, hardware and garden shop 
has been run by Mike Ward for the past 15 years. 

It is situated opposite the Fairfield Public House 
on the juction of Hurst Green Road, Narrow Lane 
and Fairfield Road 
and is a real Alad- 
dins cave. 

It offers friend¬ 
ly and helpfull 
advise, along with 
a vast range of 
products from a 
single screw or a 
handful of loose 

nails, through to paint, electrical and plumbing 
fitting to Garden arches and water features. 

The forecourt has a glowing expanse of garden 
ornaments, turf, and a variety of plants - creating 
the perfect setting for home and garden enthusiasts 



alike. Mike has over 30 years experience in the 
DIY and garden trade, including managing Texas 
Homecare and Sankey Homecenters stores but it 
was his dream to own his own hardware business, 
which he has now achieved. 

The staff pride 
themselves on customer 
service, providing the 
same courteous attention 
to the customer buying 
a single screw as to those 
splashing out on a whole 
new garden. 

So if you want 
a traditional local 
shop look no futher call into Hurst Green 
Home&Garden, 99 Narrow Lane, Hurst 
Green, B62 9PF or call Mike, Paul, Morgan or 
Max on 0121422 5586 




k : 


We cover all areas including, Halesowen, Colley Gate, 
Old Hill, Blackheath, Hurst Green and Surrounding Areas 



Late night and early morning bookings guaranteed 
( Fast and reliable Minibus and estate cars available 
0 Fully computerised and text back services available Halesowen nol local taxi service 

o (Bo (Booksud o (Bo QnAWiod o (Bq Safe 

If— www.facebook.com/expresshalesowen 



GENERAL HOUSEHOLD 

• Pet foods / wild bird seed / peanuts etc. 

• Carpet cleaning Rug Doctor for hire 

• Heating materials coal / gas / paraffin / logs etc 

• Locks, bolts of all sizes and specifications 

• Calor gas / Calor heaters 

• Household items / brooms / ironing board etc 


GARDENING 

• Fencing / concrete posts /gravel boards etc 

• Garden ornaments Plants / compost / 

Peat bark chippings etc Sheds 


HURST GREEN HOME & GARDEN IS A DIY HAVEN WHICH STRETCHES 
FAR BEYOND THE FRONTAGE - POP IN & SEE FOR YOURSELF 


DIY/BUILDING 

• Building sand / cement/gravels etc 

• Roofing materials 

• Paint / brushes / turps / white spirits 

• Plumbing / copper pipe fittings etc 

• Timber / mouldings / board materials etc 

• Wide range of tools 

• Bathroom suite / taps and fittings 

• Electrical / cables / bulbs / strip lights 

And much much more 


MASSIVE CHOICE OF ALL ESSENTIAL & LUXURY HOME & GARDEN PRODUCTS 

SEE IN STORE NOW 

GREAT VALUE AT GREAT PRICES GUARANTEED! 


KEY CUTTING Glass, Greenhouse Glass and Mirror cut to size 


Why don’t you come and see what we have got! 

99 Narrow Lane, Halesowen, B62 9PF 

Phone: 0121 422 5586 

Opposite the FAIRFIELD PUB 


9am 


OPENING TIMES: 
Monday to Friday 
til 5.30pm • Saturday 9am 


til 5pm 
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Women engineers 
in the driving seat 

The front wing on Lewis Hamilton’s Formula 1 car was designed by Elsa Reeve. 
Mark Andrews spoke to her about inspiring young women to be engineers. 


W hen Elsa Reeve watches For¬ 
mula 1 motor racing on tele¬ 
vision, her eyes are always 
glued to Lewis Hamilton. 

And not because she admires his driving 
technique. 

There is another, more important reason why 
the 24-year-old gets excited when Lewis tears 
around the track in pole position. She designed 
the wing on the front of his car. 

“I always get excited when I see it on televi¬ 
sion,” she says. “The fact that it is the wing on 
the front of the car means that everybody can 
see it. 

Elsa, who is a design engineer for the 
Mercedes Formula 1 team, was one of the mo¬ 
tivational speakers at a Wolverhampton Univer¬ 
sity open day to encourage girls to consider ca¬ 
reers in engineering. 

During the event to mark International Wom¬ 
en in Engineering day at the university’s Telford 
Innovation Campus, she told how entering the 
traditionally male-dominated world of motor rac¬ 
ing had opened up to her an exciting world of 
opportunity she could only have dreamt of as a 
child. 

“It’s incredibly exciting, and I can’t imagine 
doing anything else,” she says. 

But she says her life would probably have tak- 






en a very different path were it not for a conver¬ 
sation she overheard between a careers adviser 
and another pupil at her school. 

“I went to see a careers adviser, and told them 
what I was doing. They said I should do science 
at university. 

“But then I overheard them talking to the 
person behind me in the queue, he was doing 
exactly the same subjects, and they suggested 
engineering, and I thought that sounded inter¬ 
esting. 

“I think it was just because he was a boy; it is 
strange to think that still goes on today.” 

Elsa freely admits that she knew next to noth¬ 
ing about motorsport when she was growing up. 

“When I was at school, I didn’t really know 
what Formula 1 was,” she 
says. 

“But when I was at universi¬ 
ty I got a chance to do a work 
placement at the Williams For¬ 
mula 1 team, and that really 
spurred me on.” 

She excelled at maths and 
physics at school, but the 
prospect of a career as a sci¬ 
entist had not really gripped 
her imagination. 

“I didn’t realise I wanted to do engineering, 
but I knew I wanted to do something more cre¬ 
ative.” 

Engineering is certainly a career with oppor¬ 
tunities. Engineering UK estimates that Britain 
needs to recruit an extra 20,000 engineers every 
year, yet at the moment just nine per cent of 
them are female - the lowest percentage rate in 
Europe. 

The university openly encourages women 
to apply for courses in engineering, but it still 
seems some are reluctant to come forward. 

Marketing manager David Witton says there 
are approximately 400 engineering students at 
the university, with about a quarter of them be¬ 
ing female. 

Elsa believes this might partly be due to an 
outdated image that some might have of what 
engineering is about. 

“A lot of young people when they hear about 
engineering, they think it is the man who comes 
to fix your boiler,” she says. “Not that there is an¬ 
ything wrong with that, but it also about people 
working in a lot of varied and exciting careers.” 


Postgraduate student Navya Venkateshaiah, 
who came to study at Wolverhampton from Ban¬ 
galore in India, says she was very surprised by 
how few girls were opting to study the subject 
when she arrived in Britain. 

“In India, you would find that half of the stu¬ 
dents would be girls, so I was quite disappointed 
when I found I was the only one,” she says. 

“It’s not a problem, everyone got on really 
well, but it is very different in India.” 

Navya, who says her ambition is to be an as¬ 
tronaut with the Indian space agency, is showing 
off a robot called Layla which she has built as 
part of her her masters degree in mechatronics. 

Programmed by a computer through an 
electronic brain known as a 
Raspberry Pie, Layla has two 
mechanical hands which can 
replicate human functions. 

One day, devices such as 
these could replace manual la¬ 
bour in a variety of industries, 
she says. 

About 60 girls aged 12-17 at¬ 
tended the event, and they got 
the chance to try their hand at flying a plane and 
driving a racing car through simulators. 

Mr Witton says while the devices might look 
like something out of an amusement arcade, 
they are actually incredibly realistic and are 
used by engineers to test the effect that slight 
changes to components might have on the per¬ 
formance and handling of the planes or cars. 

Arabella Bayliss, 14, from Willenhall E-Act 
Academy, enjoyed trying to fly a plane. 

She says she is not sure whether she wants 
to pursue a career in engineering, but says she 
was encouraged by the experience. “It was 
much more interesting than I thought it would 
be,” she said. 

Kirsty Hayes, 13, of the Phoenix Collegiate 
in West Bromwich said she too had been im¬ 
pressed by what she had seen.“It was really in¬ 
teresting for me, it was more interesting than I 
thought it would be,” she says. 

Certainly, Elsa has no regrets about choos¬ 
ing it as a career. She has big ambitions to rise 
through the FI ranks and perhaps one day take 
up a management role. 


‘I knew I wanted 
to do something 
more creative’ 


Time for more 
female acts on 
festival stage 



Pink will be entertaining fans at V Festival in August 


A DAMNING investigation has 
shown that nearly six in every 
seven music festival headline 
slots are filled with male musi¬ 
cians - the same ratio as about a 
decade ago. 

The research found that the main 
slots at all major UK festivals are fail¬ 
ing to show the diversity in our mod¬ 
ern music scene. 

Take the recent edition of Glastonbury, 
for example. The largest musical event on 
earth, of the six acts headlining its main 
Pyramid Stage over the three days, one - 
The xx with guitarist Romy Madley Croft 
- featured a female in their ranks. 

The same can be said of their second larg¬ 
est Other stage. Friday night saw pop star 
Lorde back up all-male group Major Lazer, 
and that was that for the weekend. 



Female fans would queue up to see their idols 


In fact, you have to go as far down as the 
John Peel Stage to find a female solo artist 
getting top billing where queen of the decks 
Annie Mac performed Friday night, while 
all-girl band Warpaint rocked The Park 
Stage as top billing on the Saturday. 

Some 80 per cent of Glastonbury’s head¬ 
liners in the past decade have been men, 
while in the same period Donnington park 
metal fest Download’s top artists have been 
100 per cent male. 

In total, the research found that from 
321 headline acts at the UK’s biggest fes¬ 
tivals over the last 10 years, just 47 were 
all-female or held one woman in the group’s 
line-up. 

It is something that has annoyed Ellie 
Goulding, who hails from Kington. The pop 
star recently took to her Twitter account to 
lament the lack of female artists taking the 
big slots at our festivals. 

“Still so proud as a female artist to be 
headlining and playing festivals around the 
world every single year,” she tweeted. “ I 
don’t see many females at these festivals.” 


Report by Leigh Sanders 

It mirrors similar criticisms she aimed 
at Glasto in 2015. That year, Foo Fighters 
had to pull out of their headline set on the 
Pyramid Stage due to frontman Dave Grohl 
breaking his leg during a show. Florence & 
The Machine were called in at the last min¬ 
ute to replace them, meaning songstress 
Florence Welch became the first woman 
headliner on the world’s most famous stage 
since Skunk Anansie closed Glasto in 1999. 

Adele then followed Florence on the Pyr¬ 
amid in 2016, but more still needed to be 
done to break down barriers according to 
Brummie soul star Laura Mvula. 

She branded the music industry last 
summer as “sexist and racist”, adding that 
“if you say anything with assertiveness or 
authority, you are often quickly labelled a 
diva”. 

She even went as far as saying: “We are 
living in the Donald Trump time of music.” 

Chair of UK Music’s Diversity Task- 
force Keith Harris also joined the debate, 
recently calling the findings ‘unsurprising’ 
and adding festival organisers were ‘cutting 
out huge sections of the population’ with 
their top slot choices. 

So why aren’t females getting a look-in 
when it comes to the major headline slots? 

Michael Baker, who works for the pub¬ 
lication Festival Insights, which runs the 
UK Festival Awards, said: “Some festivals 
do attempt to address gender imbalance, 
such as Field Day, whose curator recently 
told me that they failed to book 50 per cent 
female acts because there simply weren’t 
that many available.” 

Not all festivals seem to fall foul, then. 
And one is very close to home. Our very own 
V Festival - which hosts an annual party 
at Weston Park in Staffordshire - regularly 
puts female artists on a pedestal to inspire 
potential future stars. 

Anti-establishment pop rocker Pink will 
get the feet stomping by closing the festival 
on August 20. While on the Saturday, the 
aforementioned Ms Goulding will get the 
crowd warmed up for Mr Beyonce - Jay Z. 

A small warm-up event on the BBC 
Radiol Stage on the Friday night will also 
be headlined by Annie Mac again. 

Last year, Rihanna did the same at the 
venue near Weston-under-Lizard on the 
Saturday, while on the Sunday pop princess 
Sia backed up superstar Justin Bieber. 

So what is the solution? Some people 
argue there is not enough top artists out 
there, but this seems to be nonsense. 

So come on festival organisers, take the 
plunge. The talent is there, the interest is 
there, now it’s your decision to switch the 
line-ups. 
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SCOTT’S GOT FAITH 
IN HIS NEW MUSIC 



BUFFET 


From 5pm 


Fri & Sat 
Eat In Only 
With this Voucher 

Spend over £30 

Valid until Sat 26 th Aug 


SUNDAY - THURSDAY 


ADULTS 


(Eat in main course only!) 
Surcharge for fish and king prawns 

T & C apply 


x CHILDREN JLnJ. J 

(UNDER 8) 

HELP YOURSELF TO AS 
MUCH AS YOU LIKE 

T&Cs apply 


OVER 


DISCOUNTS 

AVAILABLE 


ITEMS 


67-69 HIGH STREET, HALESOWEN, WEST MIDLANDS, B63 3BQ 
www.banglaloungehalesowen.co.uk TEL: 0121 585 7020/501 3816 
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Not only will we serve outstanding 
food but we will have a 
range of great beer, wines and 
cocktails to enjoy. 

Wolverhampton Road South, 
Quinton, Birmingham B32 2AY 


THE NEW TALBOT 


PLEASE VISIT OUR FACEBOOK PAGE 
FOR MORE INFORMATION 
BOOK NOW VIA FACEBOOK 
WWW.FACEBOOK.COM/ 
NEWTALBOTQUINTON/ 

( # *3T Sport ) REAL ALE f 


alleluah! Scott's 


on a music mission 



I’m very excited to 
be finally recording 
a record that’s just 
me and a guitar 


T he churches of 
Wolverhampton, 
Staffordshire and Shropshire 
may be put to an unusual 
use in coming months as 
the region’s Ivor Novello 
Award-winning Scott Matthews 
embarks on a remarkable journey. 

The Wolverhampton-based singer/ 
songwriter is presently recording his sixth 
album, which is due for release in April, and 
hopes to record in a venue with stunning 
acoustics. 

And rather than head to studios in London, Bath, Wales 
or Scotland - he wants to stay close to home and find 
a unique and bespoke environment in which to record. 
The idea is to capture the magic that Scott’s concerts 
create, where fans from around the UK find themselves 
spellbound by the mystery of his evocative, spine-tingling 
songs. 

Scott became a huge success when he released 
the hit single Elusive, which was a BBC Radio favourite 
and earned him a tour with the Foo Fighters, a major 
recording deal with Island - home to U2, Bob Marley, 

Nick Drake and others - and won an Ivor Novello Award. 

Fie has since released five albums - including his 
two most recent, Flome Pt I and Flome Pt II - and is 
embarking on a new record, which has a working title of 
Chapters. 

Scott says: “I’m writing at home and have a number 
of songs. I want to get to 15 or so, and whittle that down 
to 10. The idea for recording in a church came about 
because they have such brilliant acoustics. Recording 
in a unique environment, rather than a traditional studio, 
also adds a little magic to the performance. There’s 
something that happens when I play a concert, a feeling, 
or an energy, that the audience and I both feel. The 
idea is that by recording in a church with sensational 
acoustics, I can recreate that feeling and commit it to the 
record.” 

The record will be released in spring 2018, with an 
accompanying tour. And Scott, one of the UK’s most 
revered and respected singer/songwriters, is finally 
recording a stripped-down album featuring only him and 
a guitar. 

SHED 

Fans are being given the chance to engage with the 
recording process by getting regular updates from the 
artist, through an organisation called Pledge Music. 

Pledge Music gives performers who 
choose not to have a record deal the 
opportunity to work directly with fans 
- where they pre-order signed copies 
of the work, which helps to pay the 
upfront costs of recording. 

Scott adds: “I founded my own 
record label - Shedio - which is based 
around the converted garden shed 
at the bottom of my garden. That’s 
the space where I usually record. The 
fan-funded model works really well 
because fans then get 
the chance to find out 
about the process 
while it is still 
on-going. 


at Nick Drake’s home was remarkable. There were little 
rural paths that he would have walked along. It was easy 
to marvel at the things that would have gone on in his 
room, at the records that would have been delivered to 
his door and so on. It was a real privileged, a very special 
moment.” Scott, an avid Wolverhampton Wanderers fans, 
is looking forward to being back on the road in spring - 
though eagle-eyed fans might get the chance to see him 
play a few unannounced shows before then, when he 
trials new songs. 

“You can learn more from a three-minute soundcheck, 
or by playing a song at a gig, than you can by spending 
a year writing and refining a song. So I plan to road-test a 
few of the songs with a small number of gigs this autumn. 
The record will be finished by December, I’ll reflect for a 
little while and then it will be out in spring. I’m very excited 
to be finally recording a record that’s just me and a guitar. 
And, having released five albums already, I’m just thrilled 
to have the opportunity to record and release a sixth.” 

• Fans who want to pre-order signed copies of Scott 
Scott’ new album can log onto Pledge Music to receive 
regular updates at: www.pledgemusic.com/projects/ 
scott-Scott-studio-album-six 

Andy Richardson 

• For more entertainment news and reviews see The 
Ticket in your Express & Star every Friday. 


Colour Scene. 
“It was an enormous 
honour,” he says. “There have 
been a few highlights in my career: 
winning an Ivor Novello, presenting 
John Martyn with a Lifetime 
Achievement Award in a room full of 
people like John Martyn and so on. 
But being asked to unveil the plaque 


They get regular updates, which might include messages 
from me, video updates - all sorts of things. 

“Then, when the record is complete, they are the first 
to receive a signed copy of the new album, which is 
delivered to their door. It’s pretty simple for people to 
get involved. They just need to go online and search for 
Pledge Music, then search for Scott Matthews and all of 
the details appear.” 

Scott says financing the project is not the most 
important part of Pledge. The thing that he enjoys best is 
having direct access to his fans. 

“You might wake up one morning and there’ll be 
a message from someone in Paraguay who has just 
discovered the back catalogue, which is great. Or, 
alternatively, you might get a fan from somewhere in the 
UK who is really passionate about the music and can 
speak articulately about particular songs. 

“That really fuels my fire. Having that direct link with 
the fans, where they can tell me what they think, is a 
massive boost. And that’s one of the things I’m looking 
forward to as I record my sixth album.” 

Scott remains in the spotlight and was recently 
asked by the BBC to unveil a commemorative Blue 
Plaque at the former home of iconic British folk singer 
Nick Drake, who lived at Tanworth-ln-Arden. 

Scott was happy to oblige and performed the 
ceremony alongside fellow singer/songwriter Simon 

Fowler, 


best 


known as 


frontman 


with 


Ocean 
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One way or another, 
Blondie are heart of class 


Blondie are back with a new album, 
Pollinator, and a tour that calls in at 
Birmingham city centre’s Barclaycard Arena 
on November 13. 

The New York band was formed more than 40 
years ago and still features original members, iconic 
frontwoman Debbie Harry, guitarist Chris Stein and 
drummer Clem Burke, alongside long standing band 
mates Leigh Foxx (bass), Tommy Kessler (guitar) and 
Matt Katz-Bohen (keyboard). 

Emerging from the stateside punk scene, they 
became one of the greatest pop bands of the 1970s 


and 80s. They still create new music to go alongside 
such classics as Heart of Glass, Hanging On The 
Telephone, Sunday Girl, Dreaming, Call Me, Atomic, 
The Tide Is High, Rapture and Maria. 

Eleventh studio album Pollinator, which came out 
in May, features songs written by Stein and Harry 
alongside songwriting or studio contributions from 
former Smiths guitarist Johnny Marr, Sia, Charli XCX, 
Nick Valensi from The Strokes, Joan Jett, Laurie 
Anderson, and Dave Sitek from TV On The Radio. 

Blondie are also involved in the BEE Connected 
campaign to raise awareness of the decline in the bee 
population. 


Bronte classic given 
Eyre time at Rep 


THIS year marks the 170th 
anniversary of the first 
publication of Charlotte 
Bronte’s classic novel of 
gothic romance Jane Eyre. 

As part of the celebrations, the 
National Theatre with Bristol Old 
Vic are bringing an imaginative new 
stage adaptation to Birmingham 
Rep, from September 4 to 16, as 
part of a nationwide tour. 

Bronte’s much-loved story is 
still an inspiration. This dynamic 
production tells the story of one 
woman’s fight for freedom. From 
her beginnings as a destitute 


orphan, the spirited heroine faces 
life’s obstacles head-on, surviving 
poverty, injustice and betrayal 
before taking the ultimate decision 
to follow her heart. 

Director Sally Cookson said 
“Adapting a novel for the stage is 
a challenging prospect, especially 
when that novel is cited as many 
people’s favourite of all time. It 
is always daunting when you’re 
working on a story which everyone 
knows so well. It’s a story that I 
love and have enjoyed a close 
relationship with ever since I was 
intrigued, as a child, by Orson 
Welles’ black and white melodrama. 

“I didn’t actually read the novel 



until I 
was in my 
early 20s and I 

remember thinking while I read 
it: This is a clarion cry for equal 
opportunities for women, not a 
story about a passive female’. I 
was struck by how modern Jane 
seemed - her spirit and strong 
will, her peculiar and brilliant mind 
striving for personal freedom. She 
was exactly the sort of person I 
wanted to be.” 

In this three hour staging Nadia 
Clifford, pictured, plays Jane Eyre 
with Tim Delap as Rochester. 

See birmingham-rep.co.uk or call 
the box office on 0121 236 4455. 


Trespass at the 
Grand for chills 

Following the success of 
The Woman in Black, 

Wolverhampton Grand 
Theatre hosts another 
ghost story when 
Trespass is staged | 

from August 15 to 21. In 
Emlyn Williams’ play a 
widow asks a medium to 
help make contact with her 
recently deceased husband. 

The cast includes Rebecca 

Wheatley from Casualty, David Callister, pictured, 
from The Bill, Michelle Morris (The Knock) and 
Judy Buxton (On The Up). See grandtheatre.co.uk 
or call 01902 429212. 



Rocking all over the 
Robin with Quo hits 

A night of vintage Quo boogie will be heard at 
Bilston’s Robin 2 when the original Status Quo 
drummer brings John Coghlan’s Quo to the Black 
Country venue. 

Drawing on the era From Pictures Of Matchstick Men 
to Rocking All Over The World, this big night out 
for the demin-clad head nodders will be held next 
Thursday, August 10. 

Other highlights at the Robin include The Naked 
Beatles with Lusty Springfield tomorrow (Friday) 
which may sound like a dodgy movie but is actually 
a 60s tribute night. Then it’s the MaetLoaf tribute ‘Bat 
Out Of Hell’ special on Saturday and Flash, Tribute 
to Queen, is on August 11. It’s the Bilston reggae 
sunsplash with tributes to Bob Marley and UB40 on 
August 12. See therobin.co.uk or call 01902 401211. 


Summer at the Red House 
Glass Cone, Wordsley 


Whether you are looking for 
a place to entertain or meet 
friends, spending quiet 
time contemplating life or 
searching for enjoyable ac¬ 
tivities for your family - the 
RED HOUSE GLASS CONE 
offers space for you. 

Free admission, parking and wifi. 
We also have air conditioning! 

Family days: Animal Day, 
Thursday 17 August (with 
visitors from Blacks Vets, Dudley 
Zoo and the Greyhound Trust) 


and on Bank Holiday Monday 
(28 August) a Traditional Family 
Day as the International Festival 
of Glass draws to a close. 

We love families of all shapes and 
sizes! Bring a picnic, bring your 
dog and enjoy the canal side 
location. Take part in our free 
Garden Gnome Hunt or Secret 
Fairy Door Trail and watch hot 
glass blowing demonstrations. 

Why travel for hours when 
you can visit us right on your 
doorstep? 





Summer at the Cone 


International Festival of Glass 

25-28 August www.ifg.org.uk 

• Juniors at Museums programme 

• Glass making demonstrations 

• Craft studios • Red Cone Coffee House 
Open 10am to 3pm Monday to Friday 

11am to 4pm Saturday & Sunday 
FREE admission and parking 


Red House Glass Cone, High Street, Wordsley DY8 4AZ 

Call 01384 812750 or visit 
www.dudley.gov.uk/see-and-do/museums 

n Red House Glass Cone ¥ @redhousecone 
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CHOICE 



Billy Connolly: Portrait of a 

Lifetime 

(BBC2,9pm) 

A programme celebrating Billy 
Connolly's 75th birthday and 50 
years in the business, as three 
Scottish artists, John Byrne, 
Jack Vettriano and Rachel 
MacLean, each create a new 
portrait of the comedian and 
actor. As he sits with each artist, 
Billy talks about his remarkable 
career which has taken him 
from musician and stand up to 
Hollywood star and national 
treasure. 


BBC1 


6.00 Breakfast. 10.00 Saturday Kitchen 
Live. 11.30 Nadiya’s British Food 
Adventure. (R) 12.00 Bargain Hunt. (R) 

I. 00 BBC News; Weather. 1.15 Homes 
Under the Hammer. (R) 2.00 Film: I Am 
Bolt. (2016) Documentary about the life 
and career of world-record breaking 
Jamaican sprinter Usain Bolt, who has 
won the 100m and 200m gold medals at 
the last three Olympics. 3.30 The Heroes 
of Super Saturday: Jess, Mo & Greg. (R) 

4.25 Escape to the Continent. (R) 5.25 
Pointless Celebrities. (R) 

6.10 BBC News. 

6.20 Regional Programme. 

6.30 World Athletics Championships 
2017. Gabby Logan presents 
coverage of the second night of 
events at The London Stadium in 
Queen Elizabeth Olympic Park, 
which will include the men’s 100m 
final. Should he have made it 
through to the final as expected, 
Usain Bolt will be making his final 
individual appearance at a major 
championships and will be looking 
to bow out while still the fastest 
man in the world. Plus, medals are 
decided in the men’s discus and 
long jump, and women’s 10,000m, 
the heptathlon continues with the 
shot put and 200m, and the 
women’s 1500m semi-finals take 
place. With analysis from Michael 
Johnson, Colin Jackson and 
Denise Lewis. 

10.00 BBC News; Weather.; National 
Lottery Update. 

10.20 Film: Mrs Brown’s Boys D’Movie. 

(2014) The indomitable Irish 
matriarch discovers that a plan is 
afoot by developers to buy the 
famous Dublin street market 
where her family has run a fruit 
and veg stall for generations. 
Assembling a band of eccentric 
allies, she plans to fight back, only 
to realise her daughter is not 
interested in taking over the family 
business. Comedy, starring 
Brendan O’Carroll. 

II. 55 Film: I Know What You Did Last 

Summer. (1997) Four teenagers 
accidentally run over a stranger 
and hide the body rather than 
inform the authorities, only to find 
themselves stalked the following 
year by a shadowy figure who 
takes great delight in disposing of 
them in a variety of gruesome 
ways. Horror, starring Jennifer 
Love Hewitt. 

1.30 Weather for the Week Ahead. 1.35 
BBC News. 


BBC2 


6.10 Film: The Spanish Main. (1945) 
7.45 Film: The Magic Box. (1951) 9.30 
World Athletics Championships 2017. 
2.00 Food & Drink. (R) 2.30 Flog It! (R) 

3.20 Mastermind. (R) 3.50 University 
Challenge. (R) 4.20 Only Connect. (R) 

4.50 Gardeners’ World. (R) 5.50 The 
Sweet Makers: A Victorian Treat. (R) 

6.50 Proms Extra. Katie Derham, Stuart 
Skelton, Ailish Tynan and Ken 
Burton discuss Beethoven’s 
Symphony No 9. Plus, a Proms 
centenary tribute to Ella Fitzgerald 
and Dizzy Gillespie. 

7.30 Royal Cousins at War. Part one of 
two. Documentary examining what 
impact the relationships between 
cousins Nicholas II of Russia, 
Kaiser Wilhelm II of Germany and 
George V of the United Kingdom 
had on the outbreak of the First 
World War. This episode focuses 
on the story of the emerging 
divisions and rivalries between the 
inter-related royal houses of 
Europe during the 19th century. 
Featuring contributions by 
historians Karina Urbach, Miranda 
Carter and Piers Brendon. Tamsin 
Greig narrates. (R) 

8.30 Dad’s Army. Corporal Jones finds 
himself cast adrift during an 
exercise pitting Mainwaring and 
his home-front heroes against 
their arch-rival Captain Square. (R) 

9.00 Billy Connolly: Portrait of a 
Lifetime. A programme 
celebrating the life and career of 
Billy Connolly, as three Scottish 
artists each create a new portrait 
of the comedian and actor. 

10.00 World Athletics Championships 
2017. Gabby Logan presents 
reaction to and analysis of the 
second night of events at The 
London Stadium in Queen 
Elizabeth Olympic Park. 

10.30 Film: What We Did on Our 
Holiday. (2014) Three children 
give away all the secrets of their 
parents’ troubled marriage while 
visiting their grandfather. Comedy 
drama, starring Rosamund Pike. 

11.55Golf: Women’s Open Highlights. 
Eilidh Barbour presents action 
from the third day of the event, 
which this year is staged at 
Kingsbarns Golf Links in Fife. 

1.00 Film: In the House. (2012) A 
teacher encourages a pupil to write about 
his relationship with a wealthy family, 
which feeds unhealthy obsessions. 
Drama, with Fabrice Luchini and Kristin 
Scott Thomas. 2.40 This Is BBC Two. 


ITV 


6.00 CITV: Grizzly Tales for Gruesome 
Kids. 6.10 Grizzly Tales for Gruesome 
Kids. (R) 6.20 Sooty. (R) 6.30 Signed 
Stories: Share a Story. (R) 6.35 Dino 
Dan: Trek’s Adventures. (R) 6.45 Dino 
Dan: Trek’s Adventures. (R) 7.00 
Oddbods. (R) 7.05 Oddbods. (R) 7.15 
Super 4. (R) 7.25 Mr Bean: The 
Animated Series. (R) 7.40 Mr Bean: The 
Animated Series. (R) 8.00 Thunderbirds 
Are Go. (R) 8.25 ITV News. 8.30 
Weekend. 9.25 ITV Racing: The Opening 
Show. 10.20 Gok’s Lunchbox. (R) 11.15 
1000 Heartbeats. (R) 12.15 ITV News; 
Weather. 12.25 Tipping Point. (R) 1.30 
ITV Racing Live: Goodwood Festival. 
Coverage of the fifth and final day of the 
event. 4.00 The Chase. (R) 5.00 Little 
Big Shots USA. 

6.00 Regional Programme; Weather. 
6.05 ITV News; Weather. 

6.15 You’ve Been Framed! Bites Back! 

Harry Hill narrates a comical 
selection of mishaps filmed by 
viewers, including an angry 
woman who throws a dart into her 
husband’s leg, an electrolysis 
accident that delivers a powerful 
electric shock to an unlucky man’s 
nipple and why teaching a toddler 
to operate a full-size tractor is a 
bad idea. (R) 

7.15 Catchphrase. Stephen Mulhern 
hosts the game show, asking three 
contestants to “see it and say it” as 
they try to guess the familiar 
phrases hidden in animated clues. 
After the first elimination, the two 
remaining players battle to reach 
the Super Catchphrase round, 
where one of them could win 
£50,000. 

8.00 Film: The Hobbit: The Battle of 
the Five Armies. (2014) Premiere. 
Dwarf king Thorin reclaims control 
of his homeland, but his descent 
into madness places him on the 
brink of war with his human and 
elven allies. As Thorin’s Hobbit 
friend Bilbo tries to save the 
tormented ruler from himself, a 
vast horde of ores gathers to 
destroy them all. Conclusion of the 
fantasy adventure trilogy, starring 
Martin Freeman, Richard 
Armitage, Ian McKellen, Luke 
Evans and Orlando Bloom. 

10.35 ITV News; Weather. 

10.50 Film: GoldenEye. (1995) Spy 
adventure, with Pierce Brosnan, 
Sean Bean and Izabella Scorupco. 

1.20 Jackpot247. 3.00 The Hungry 
Sailors. (R) 3.50 ITV Nightscreen. 


CHANNEL 4 


6.10 Tenerife Bluetrail. 6.40 Motor 
Sport: Chateau Impney Hill Climb. 7.35 
Everybody Loves Raymond. (R) 8.00 
Everybody Loves Raymond. (R) 8.30 
Frasier. (R) 9.00 Frasier. (R) 9.30 Frasier. 
(R) 10.00 The Big Bang Theory. (R) 

10.25 The Big Bang Theory. (R) 10.55 
The Simpsons. (R) 11.25 The Simpsons. 
(R) 11.55 Ramsay’s Kitchen Nightmares 
USA. (R) 12.50 Four in a Bed. (R) 1.20 
Four in a Bed. (R) 1.55 Four in a Bed. (R) 

2.25 Four in a Bed. (R) 3.00 Four in a 
Bed. (R) 3.30 A Place in the Sun: Winter 
Sun. (R) 4.35 Big House, Little House. 
5.35 Kirstie and Phil’s Love It or List It. 
(R) 

6.30 Channel 4 News. 

7.00 Britain at Low Tide. Tori Herridge 
and Alex Langlands set out to 
document Britain’s industrial and 
natural maritime history, using 
state-of-the-art technology to 
comb the nation’s exposed 
coastlines during times of low tide. 
They first head out to the 
Northumbrian coastline, to 
investigate the tragic story of a 
French fishing trawler that was 
wrecked off shore in 1913. (R) 
8.00 Paul O’Grady’s Hollywood. New 
series. The first of three 
programmes in which the veteran 
TV presenter delves into the rich 
vein of cinematic history to find 
out what it takes to transform a 
film into a silver-screen 
masterpiece capable to standing 
the test of time. Taking in 
everything from big production 
musicals to vehicles for enduring 
screen heroines, Paul reveals what 
makes celebrated movies so 
memorable. He begins with classic 
“weepies”, from the early silent 
melodramas through to James 
Cameron’s Titanic, and hears from 
Jon Voight, Bernard Cribbins, 
Celine Dion and the casts of E.T.: 
The Extra-Terrestrial and Beaches. 
9.00 Film: Red. (2010) A retired CIA 
agent survives an assassination 
attempt and realises something in 
his past has made him a target. He 
sets out to reunite the members of 
his old hit squad to find out who is 
trying to kill them and why, but in 
the process, uncovers dangerous 
secrets. Action thriller, with Bruce 
Willis and Morgan Freeman. 

11.10 Film: American Reunion. (2012) 

1.15 Ramsay’s Kitchen Nightmares USA. 
(R) 2.05 The Last Leg. (R) 3.00 
Hollyoaks. 5.05 Selling Houses with 
Amanda Lamb. (R) 


CHANNEL 5 ||PIGITAL 


6.00 Milkshake! 10.40 Chinese Food in 
Minutes. (R) 10.55 Dogs Make You 
Laugh Out Loud. 11.20 Police 
Interceptors. (R) 12.15 Police 
Interceptors. (R) 1.15 Bargain-Loving 
Brits in the Sun. (R) 2.10 Bargain-Loving 
Brits in the Sun. (R) 3.10 The Nightmare 
Neighbour Next Door. (R) 4.05 The 
Nightmare Neighbour Next Door. (R) 

5.00 Can’t Pay? We’ll Take It Away. (R) 
6.00 Can’t Pay? We’ll Take It Away. 
Agents Paul Bohill and Steve 
Pinner get caught up in a dispute 
between a landlord and a tenant 
who refuses to move out, and 
Brian O’Shaughnessy and Delroy 
Anglin chase a £17,000 debt. 
Meanwhile, in Essex, a couple owe 
their neighbour £11,000, and on 
the south coast, debt collection 
from a Turkish restaurant gets 
complicated when there is 
confusion about ownership. (R) 
7.00 Cricket on 5. England v South 
Africa. Highlights of the second 
day’s play in the final Test of the 
four-match series, which took 
place at Old Trafford in 
Manchester. 

8.00 Can’t Pay? We’ll Take It Away: 
Violent Encounters. Two 

enforcement agents make a 
shocking discovery in a child’s 
bedroom during an eviction, and a 
debtor gets physical when he is 
visited over wages owed to a 
freelancer. (R) 

8.55 5 News Weekend. 

9.00 Football on 5: The Championship. 
Highlights from the latest games in 
the Championship, which included 
Sunderland v Derby County and 
Wolverhampton Wanderers v 
Middlesbrough. 

9.50 Football on 5: Goal Rush. Goals 
from the weekend’s games in 
Leagues One and Two, which 
included Southend United v 
Blackburn Rovers, and Forest 
Green Rovers v Barnet. 

10.20 Celebrity Big Brother. Highlights 
of the housemates’ past 24 hours 
under the all-seeing eye of Big 
Brother, as they try to get used to 
living alongside one another. 

11.20 Queens of Pop. A compilation of 
hit music videos by chart-topping 
female soloists, highlighting how 
women have dominated the music 
industry like never before during 
the past 10 years. 

12.15 SuperCasino. 3.10 Royal Funerals: 
The Inside Story. (R) 


BBC Four 

7.00 Capability Brown’s Unfinished 
Garden 8.00 Britain’s Treasure Islands 
9.00 1 Know Who You Are 11.15 Top of 
the Pops: 1984 12.30 From Andy Pandy 
to Zebedee: The Golden Age of Children’s 
TV 1.30 Slade at the BBC 2.30 Nina 
Simone & Me with Laura Mvula 3.00 
Britain’s Treasure Islands 4.00 Close 
ITV2 

11.30 Take Me Out 12.40 Harry Hill’s 
Alien Fun Capsule 1.10 You’ve Been 
Framed! Gold 1.40 Film: The Waterboy 
(1998) 2.40 FYI Daily 2.45 Film: The 
Waterboy (1998) 3.30 Film: Yogi Bear 
(2010) 4.30 FYI Daily 4.35 Film: Yogi 
Bear (2010) 5.10 Film: Nanny McPhee 
(2005) 6.10 FYI Daily 6.15 Film: Nanny 
McPhee (2005) 7.15 Film: Liar Liar 
(1997) 8.15 FYI Daily 8.20 Film: Liar Liar 
(1997) 9.00 Film: Fast & Furious 5 
(2011) 10.00 FYI Daily 10.05 Film: Fast 
& Furious 5 (2011) 11.35 Family Guy 
1.05 Film: This Is the End (2013) 2.05 
FYI Daily 2.10 Film: This Is the End 
(2013) 3.00 Teleshopping 
ITV3 

12.55 Film: Rest in Peace, Mrs Columbo 
(1990) 2.55 Lewis 7.00 Agatha Christie’s 
Marple 9.00 Foyle’s War 11.00 Law & 
Order: UK 1.55 On the Buses 2.20 ITV3 
Nightscreen 2.30 Teleshopping 
ITV4 

12.15 Film: Dunkirk (1958) 1.25 FYI 
Daily 1.30 Film: Dunkirk (1958) 3.00 
Film: The Alamo (1960) 4.00 FYI Daily 
4.05 Film: The Alamo (I960) 6.15 
Storage Wars 7.15 Film: Police Academy 
4: Citizens on Patrol (1987) 8.20 FYI 
Daily 8.25 Film: Police Academy 4: 
Citizens on Patrol (1987) 9.00 Film: 
Terminator 2: Judgment Day (1991) 
10.05 FYI Daily 10.10 Film: Terminator 
2: Judgment Day (1991) 11.45 Film: 
Harry Brown (2009) 12.45 FYI Daily 
12.50 Film: Harry Brown (2009) 1.50 
Road Racing Series 2.40 ITV4 
Nightscreen 3.00 Teleshopping 
E4 

I. 05 The Goldbergs 3.35 The Big Bang 
Theory 8.00 Don’t Tell the Bride 9.00 
Film: Bridesmaids (2011) 11.30 
Gogglebox 1.10 Rude Tube 2.15 Tattoo 
Fixers 3.10 Gogglebox 3.50 How I Met 
Your Mother 4.40 Rude(ish) Tube 
Film4 

II. 00 ParaNorman (2012) 1.00 The 
Boxtrolls (2014) 2.50 The Chronicles of 
Narnia: The Voyage of the Dawn Treader 

a 5.05 Carry On Cleo (1964) 6.55 
)usters II (1989) 9.00 Oblivion 
(2013) 11.25 The Pyramid (2014) 1.10 
The Master (2012) 4.00 Close 
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Norwegian log cabins situated at 1000ft above 
sea-level in the ‘Heart of Wales’. Fantastic views with 
red kites soaring overhead. Stunning location and 
excellent touring centre. 

Dogs welcome. Small site. All year round availability. 
Superb holiday accommodation. 

PHONE FOR BROCHURE 


MobilityExfra 


STAIR LIFT SALE NOW ON 



ll 


1 We Con Help You 
Regain freedom In Your 
Own Home 

1 Fast track Installation 

' Wide Choice of 
Upholstered Colours 
To Suit 

1 Solutions Avoilablo For 
All Types of Stairs 

12 Months Full 
Comprehensive 
Warranty 


Coll Us Today To Book Your Free No Obligation Home Assessment 


Call Now: 0121 320 2047 

432 Bearwood Road, Birmingham B66 4EY 



129 High Street, Princes End, Tipton DY4 9JE 

0121 522 3332 | 07964 220937 

Open Tues-Sat 9.00am-5.00pm 


0121 421 1000 • 07956 416016 

153 CASTLE ROAD WEST OLDBURY B68 OEL 


WE OFFER A FRIENDLY & CARING SERVICE. 

DOGS ARE OUR PASSION, WE CARE FOR ALL KINDS OF DOGS 
• YOUNG • OLD • DOGS WITH DISABILITIES 

* SCRUFFY PUPZ * 

Dna Grnntninv Parlour and Pet Suoolies 


BLINDS 


Vertical, Venetian, 
Awnings and 
Roller Blinds 

•12 Month Guarantee 
•All made to measure - 
Supply and Fit 

• Washable Blinds Available 

• Friendly, Personal Service 

• Full Range of Colours 
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Diana: In Her Own Words 
(Channel 4,8pm) 

Documentary featuring never- 
before-seen footage of Diana, 
Princess of Wales, recorded by 
her speech consultant between 
1992 and 1993 as she sought 
to define her public persona 
and present her own version of 
events reported in the press, 
touching on her marriage and 
experience of public life. The 
programme also features in- 
depth interviews with people 
close to her. 


5.00 Breakfast. 9.00 BBC News. 10.00 
Sunday Morning Live. 11.00 Homes 
Underthe Hammer. (R) 12.00 Bargain 
Hunt. (R) 1.00 BBC News; Weather. 1.15 
Wallace & Gromit: A Grand Day Out. (R) 

I. 40 Film: Frozen. (2013) Disney 
animated fantasy adventure, with the 
voice of Kristen Bell. 3.10 Escape to the 
Country. (R) 3.40 Songs of Praise. 4.15 
Pointless Celebrities. (R) 5.00 BBC 
News. 5.20 Regional Programme. 5.30 
Countryfile. 

6.30 World Athletics Championships 
2017. Gabby Logan presents 
coverage of the third night of 
events at The London Stadium in 
Queen Elizabeth Olympic Park. 
Great Britain’s Katarina Johnson- 
Thompson will conclude her bid 
for gold in the heptathlon when 
she competes in the 800m, but 
she was expected to face stiff 
competition throughout the seven 
disciplines from Belgium’s 
Olympic champion Nafissatou 
Thiam. Plus, medals are decided in 
the women’s pole vault, and semi¬ 
finals take place in the men’s 
400m and 110m hurdles. With 
analysis from Michael Johnson, 
Colin Jackson and Denise Lewis, 
and commentary by Steve Cram, 
Andrew Cotter, Brendan Foster 
and Steve Backley, and reports 
from Ore Oduba and Phil Jones. 
Coverage continues on BBC2. 

9.00 Poldark. Sir Francis places Ross 
in charge of a group of volunteers 
to defend the Cornish coast after 
Prudie and Tholly catch sight of 
French ships on the horizon. 
George returns from parliament 
and is outraged to discover that 
Drake is living in the smithy on the 
edge of Trenwith land. However, 
Tom Harry is only too happy to 
take on the task of making sure he 
does not remain there for long. 
Emma struggles to reconcile her 
feelings for Sam with their 
religious differences, and Hugh 
continues to court Demelza in 
secret. Last in the series. 

10.00 BBC News. 

10.20 Regional Programme. 

10.30 MOTD: Community Shield 
Highlights. Chelsea v Arsenal. 
Action from the traditional curtain- 
raiser to the top-flight campaign. 

II. 15 Film: The Recruit. (2003) Thriller, 

starring Al Pacino and Colin 
Farrell. 

1.05 Weatherforthe Week Ahead. 1.10 
BBC News. 


ner. (R) 7.0 
Gardeners’ World. (R) 8.05 The 
Beechgrove Garden. 8.35 Countryfile. 

(R) 9.30 World Athletics Championships 
2017. 5.00 Britain’s Ancient Capital: 
Secrets of Orkney. (R) 

6.00 Steve Backshall’s Extreme 

Mountain Challenge. Part one of 
two. The naturalist leads a team of 
rock climbers across Venezuela’s 
tepuis - sheer-sided mountains 
surrounded by jungle. In the first 
episode, he attempts an ascent of 
a rockface that has never been 
climbed previously to discover 
what kind of animals live at the 
summit. However, to get there he 
will have to brave wildlife, rapids 
and a run-in with a rickety biplane. 
(R) 

7.00 Inside the Factory. Gregg Wallace 
and Cherry Healey visit factories to 
find out how household staples 
are made and Ruth Goodman 
examines their history. (R) 

8.00 Secrets of Silicon Valley. Part one 
of two. Jamie Bartlett investigates 
how technology companies are 
shaping the future of the world, 
and the potential negative 
consequences of the drive towards 
progress. 

9.00 World Athletics Championships 
2017. Gabby Logan presents 
further coverage of the third night 
of events at The London Stadium 
in Queen Elizabeth Olympic Park, 
including the women’s 100m final, 
which was won by Jamaica’s 
Olympic champion Elaine 
Thompson two years ago. Plus, 
the men’s shot put final concludes, 
and double Olympic champion 
David Rudisha is expected to be 
involved in the men’s 800m semi¬ 
finals. With analysis from Michael 
Johnson, Colin Jackson and 
Denise Lewis, commentary by 
Steve Cram, Andrew Cotter, 
Brendan Foster and Steve Backley, 
and reports from Ore Oduba. 

10.30 Gareth Thomas: Hate in the 
Beautiful Game. Former Wales 
and Lions rugby union captain 
Gareth Thomas investigates what 
is preventing gay footballers from 
coming out, talking to players, 
fans and managers in a bid to find 
out. 

11.30 Golf: Women’s Open Highlights. 

Eilidh Barbour presents action 
from the fourth and final day. 

12.30 Sign Zone: Countryfile. (R) 1.25 
Holby City. (R) 2.25 This Is BBC Two. 


6.00 CITV: Grizzly Tales for Gruesome 
Kids. 6.10 Grizzly Tales for Gruesome 
Kids. (R) 6.20 Sooty. (R) 6.30 Signed 
Stories: Share a Story. (R) 6.35 Dino 
Dan: Trek’s Adventures. (R) 7.00 
Oddbods. (R) 7.05 Oddbods. (R) 7.15 
Super4. (R) 7.30 Ninjago: Rebooted. (R) 
8.00 Thunderbirds Are Go. (R) 8.25 ITV 
News. 8.30 Weekend. 9.25 Judge 
Rinder. (R) 10.20 Long Lost Family. (R) 
11.20 Love Your Garden. (R) 12.20 ITV 
News; Weather. 12.25 James Martin’s 
French Adventure. (R) 12.55 Rebound. 
(R) 1.55 Tipping Point. (R) 2.55 Bear 
Grylls Survival School. (R) 3.25 Film: 
The Living Daylights. (1987) James 
Bond adventure, starring Timothy 
Dalton. 

6.00 Regional Programme; Weather. 
6.15 ITV News; Weather. 

6.30 The Chase Celebrity Special. Phil 
Daniels, Janette Manrara, Isabel 
Hodgins and Roy Hudd answer 
general knowledge questions and 
work as a team to secure a cash 
prize for charity. Presented by 
Bradley Walsh. 

7.30 Film: Harry Potter and the Half- 
Blood Prince. (2009) The young 
wizard is given the task of 
uncovering the secrets of Lord 
Voldemort’s past as the evil 
sorcerer’s henchmen cause havoc 
in both the magical and Muggle 
worlds. With the help of 
headmaster Dumbledore, Harry 
ventures into the memories of 
those who knew the Dark Lord 
during his early years, hoping to 
gain an insight into the secret 
behind his apparent immortality. 
However, Voldemort’s influence 
extends much closer to home than 
expected, as Harry’s rival Malfoy is 
chosen to carry out a sinister 
mission. Fantasy adventure 
sequel, starring Daniel Radcliffe. 

10.25 ITV News; Weather. 

10.40 Judge Rinder’s Crime Stories. 
Barrister Robert Rinder reveals the 
story of a gang of criminals who 
attempted to steal the world’s 
most perfectly formed diamond 
from the Millennium Dome in 
November 2000. (R) 

11.40 Take Me Out. A fitness instructor, 
a pianist, a research executive and 
a construction worker submit 
themselves for approval in front of 
Paddy McGuinness’s panel of 30 
single ladies. (R) 

12.40 Jackpot247. 3.00 Motorsport UK. 

3.50 ITV Nightscreen. 5.05 The Jeremy 
Kyle Show. (R) 


6.00 Kirstie’s Vintage Gems. (R) 6.10 
Last Man Standing. 6.35 Cycling: 

Gigante De Piedra. 7.00 Motor Sport: 
Armoy Road Race Build-Up. 7.30 Motor 
Sport: Armoy Road Race 2017. 8.30 
Frasier. (R) 9.00 Frasier. (R) 9.30 
Sunday Brunch. 12.30 George Clarke’s 
Amazing Spaces. (R) 1.30 The 
Simpsons. (R) 2.00 The Simpsons. (R) 

2.30 The Simpsons. (R) 3.00 UEFA 
Women’s Euro 2017: The Final Live. 
Coverage of the showpiece match (Kick¬ 
off 4.00pm). 

6.30 Channel 4 News. 

7.00 The Mystery of the Crossrail 
Skulls. Documentary examining 
the discovery of dozens of Roman- 
era skulls by engineers working 
beneath London’s Liverpool Street 
station. The remains have been 
identified as dating back to Roman 
times, but it has yet to be 
determined who these people were 
and how their heads ended up 
buried on the site. Archaeologists 
examine the bones for evidence of 
the various theories that have been 
suggested, questioning whether 
the skulls belonged to gladiators, 
executed rebels or the victims of a 
massacre, or formed part of a 
grisly ritual. (R) 

8.00 Diana: In Her Own Words. 

Documentary featuring never- 
before-seen footage of Diana, 
Princess of Wales, recorded by her 
speech consultant between 1992 
and 1993 as she sought to define 
her public persona and present her 
own version of events reported in 
the press, touching on her 
marriage and experience of public 
life. The programme also features 
in-depth interviews with people 
close to her. 

9.50 Film: The King’s Speech. (2010) 
The younger son of George V 
struggles to cope with an 
uncontrollable stammer, 
prompting his wife to enlist the aid 
of an eccentric Australian speech 
therapist. The support and 
friendship of the doctor prove 
invaluable when a crisis places the 
repressed prince on the throne, 
just as the outbreak of the Second 
World War leaves the country in 
need of a strong king. Oscar- 
winning fact-based drama, 
starring Colin Firth. 

12.00 Film: The Anomaly. (2014) 1.40 
60 Days in Jail. (R) 2.30 Location, 
Location, Location. (R) 3.25 Selling 
Houses with Amanda Lamb. (R) 


CHANNEL 5 


6.00 Milkshake!: Poppy Cat. 6.10 Little 
Princess. (R) 6.25 Mr Men. (R) 6.35 
Milkshake! Monkey. (R) 6.40 Milkshake! 
Bopping About. (R) 6.45 Simon. (R) 

6.50 Peppa Pig. (R) 6.55 Wissper. (R) 
7.05 Bob the Builder. (R) 7.15 Fireman 
Sam. (R) 7.25 Oily the Little White Van. 
(R) 7.30 Oily the Little White Van. (R) 
7.35 Paw Patrol. (R) 7.55 Blaze and the 
Monster Machines. (R) 8.20 Noddy: 
Toyland Detective. (R) 8.40 Floogals. (R) 
8.55 Ben and Holly’s Little Kingdom. (R) 
9.05 Shimmer and Shine. (R) 9.15 Digby 
Dragon. (R) 9.35 Peppa Pig. (R) 9.45 
Peppa Pig. (R) 9.55 Ben and Holly’s Little 
Kingdom. (R) 10.10 Wanda and the 
Alien. (R) 10.20 Football on 5: The 
Championship. (R) 11.05 Football on 5: 
Goal Rush. (R) 11.30 Film: Cheaper By 
the Dozen 2. (2005) 1.20 The Royals: 
Young, Rich & Famous. (R) 2.15 Inside 
Buckingham Palace: The Queen’s Worst 
Year. (R) 3.15 Inside Buckingham 
Palace. (R) 4.15 Inside Buckingham 
Palace. (R) 5.10 Film: Dirty Dancing. 

S Romantic drama, with Patrick 
3 and Jennifer Grey. 

7.00 Cricket on 5. England v South 
Africa. Highlights of the third day’s 
play in the final Test of the four- 
match series, which took place at 
Old Trafford in Manchester. 

7.55 5 News Weekend. 

8.00 Dads Make You Laugh Out Loud. 
Compilation of internet videos 
featuring fathers doing bizarre 
things, including a showcase of 
the world’s most ridiculous dad 
dancing and some DIY dentistry 
using a helicopter to remove a 
loose tooth. With contributions 
from comedians Ellie Taylor, 

Angela Barnes and Dave Spikey. 

(R) 

9.00 Celebrity Big Brother. The ups 

and downs of life in the BB house 
as friendships and alliances are 
made, battle lines are drawn and 
arguments erupt. 

10.00The Last Days of Patrick Swayze. 

Forensic pathologist Dr Jason 
Payne-James examines the death 
of the movie star in 2009 from 
pancreatic cancer, a condition that 
had left him all but unrecognisable. 
11.05 Film: Point Break. (1991) An 
undercover FBI agent infiltrates a 
Californian surfing gang to 
investigate a spate of armed 
robberies. Kathryn Bigelow’s 
thriller, starring Keanu Reeves. 

1.15 SuperCasino. 3.10 Bargain-Loving 
Brits in the Sun. (R) 4.00 The Railways 
That Built Britain with Chris Tarrant. (R) 


DIGITAL 


BBC Four 

7.00 BBC Proms 2017 8.30 The Richard 
Burton Diaries 9.00 Frank Skinner on 
George Formby 10.00 Babs 11.30 
Timeshift: Bouffants, Beehives and Bobs 
-The Hairstyles That Shaped Britain 

12.30 Capability Brown’s Unfinished 
Garden 1.30 Timeshift: How to Be a Lady 
- An Elegant History 2.30 Frank Skinner 
on George Formby 3.30 Close 

ITV2 

I. 05 Mr Bean 2.15 You’ve Been Framed! 
Gold A to Z of Animals 3.20 Film: Planet 
51 (2009)4.20 FYI Daily 4.25 Film: 
Planet 51 (2009) 5.10 Film: A Bug’s Life 
(1998) 6.10 FYI Daily 6.15 Film: A Bug’s 
Life (1998) 7.15 Film: The Amazing 
Spider-Man 2 (2014) 8.15 FYI Daily 8.20 
Film: The Amazing Spider-Man 2 (2014) 
10.00 Family Guy 11.55 American Dad! 

12.50 The Cleveland Show 1.50 Viral Tap 

2.30 Teleshopping 
ITV3 

II. 45 The Darling Buds of May 12.55 
Film: Columbo: Butterfly in Shades of 
Grey (1993) 2.50 Wycliffe 3.55 Foyle’s 
War 6.00 Lewis 8.00 Midsomer Murders 
10.00 Law & Order: UK 12.00 Wire in the 
Blood 2.00 The Casebook of Sherlock 
Holmes 3.45 May the Best House Win 
5.25 On the Buses 5.50 ITV3 Nightscreen 
ITV4 

2.10 Film: The Alamo (1960) 4.20 Film: 

The Man from the Alamo (1953) 5.20 FYI 
Daily 5.25 Film: The Man from the Alamo 
(1953) 6.00 The Chase: Celebrity Special 
7.05 Film: Police Academy 5: 

Assignment Miami Beach (1988) 8.10 
FYI Daily 8.15 Film: Police Academy 5: 
Assignment Miami Beach (1988) 9.00 
Film: Cliffhanger (1993) 10.00 FYI Daily 
10.05 Film: Cliffhanger (1993) 11.10 
Film: Mars Attacks! (1996) 12.10 FYI 
Daily 12.15 Film: Mars Attacks! (1996) 

I. 20 Car Crash Global 2.15 Hogan’s 
Heroes 2.40 ITV4 Nightscreen 

E4 

12.05 Born in Chelsea: Baby Steps 1.05 
Kevin Can Wait 1.35 New Girl 2.35 The 
Goldbergs 4.00 The Big Bang Theory 
8.00 Film: Night at the Museum (2006) 

10.10 Don’t Tell the Bride 11.15 Tattoo 
Fixers on Holiday 12.20 Gogglebox 1.10 
Rude Tube 2.15 First Dates 3.10 How I 
Met Your Mother 3.35 Hollyoaks 
Film4 

II. 00 Judy Moody and the Not Bummer 
Summer (2011) 1.00 Short Circuit 
(1986) 3.00 The Borrowers (1997) 4.40 
Small Soldiers (1998) 6.50 Gl Joe: 
Retaliation (2013) 9.00 Child 44 (2015) 

11.40 The A-Team (2010) 2.00 Wild Bill 
(201 1)4.00 Close 


THE KNIGHTS QUEST 


CHARITY WEEK & UPDATE 


THE KNIGHTS QUEST 



SATURDAY 

5th August 

PURE MAGIC 

Freddie Mercury Tribute 
Plus Bryan May Tribute 

Disco ‘til 2am 
£4 Entry 
Starts 8.30pm 


WE WOULD LIKE TO GIVE A SPECIAL 
MENTION TO ALL OUR SPONSORS. 


SUNDAY 

6th August 
Blood Bikers and Barnaby 
from Midlands Air Ambulance 
from 12 noon 

STARMAKERS 
PARTY NIGHT 

EVERYONE’S A WINNER RAFFLE 
PARTY GAMES 
FREE ENTRY Starts 8.30pm 


-mas* s&wccM&om 


l. i JACK GENERAL STORES & Floral Impressions 

J All proceeds going to the Midlands Air Ambulance and Midland Freewheelers. 

High Street, Blackheath 0121 561 559911 www.theknightsquest.co.uk 


I- 


High Street, Blackheath 

Tel: 0121 561 5599 


[ ^ MON-THURS : 12.00-2.30PM, 6-8PM | FRI-SAT 12.00-2.30PM JmL- *3 W 

Find us at www.theknightsquest.co.uk 

We serve until lam on Sundays, Midnight Monday-Wednesday, lam Thursday, 2am Friday & Saturday DOORS CLOSE 11.00 pm Thurs, Fri, Sat, Sun 
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FILM CHOICES 


MONDAY 

A Healthy Place to Die: The Gourmet Detective, 
Channel 5, 3.15pm 

Charming culinary expert Henry Ross is invited to 
give a speech at a food conference at a luxury resort, 
but when a journalist guest goes missing, and later 
turns up dead, Henry once again finds himself joining 
forces with no-nonsense police detective Maggie Price 
to solve the crime. Crime comedy sequel, starring 
Dylan Neal and Brooke Burns. (2015) 

TUESDAY 

Spirit Riders, Channel 5, 3.15pm 

A rebellious teenager is arrested and for her 
punishment is sent to an equine therapy camp, where 
she forms a connection with a spirited thoroughbred 
horse that she helps to train with the help of the 
ranch’s no-nonsense owner. Family drama, starring 
Alexandria DeBerry, C Thomas Howell, Lance 
Henriksen and Olivia Osteen. (2015) 



WEDNESDAY 

Broken Trust, Channel 5, 3.15pm 

An attorney prepares to take on the biggest case of 
her career against a major pharmaceutical company, 
only for the lawyer who taught her everything she 
knows to be kidnapped. She enlists the aid of her 
police officer ex-husband in rescuing her mentor, while 
still ensuring a just outcome to the trial. Thriller, 
starring Laura Vandervoort. (2012) 

THURSDAY 

Viva Las Vegas, BBC2, 2.55pm 

A charismatic racing driver arrives in the city to 
prepare for its first grand prix. Unfortunately, his car 
has no engine, so to make the money to buy one he 
takes a job as a casino waiter. However, he loses 
focus when he falls in love, leaving a rival with the 
means to steal the race and his girl. Musical, starring 
Elvis Presley. (1964) 

FRIDAY 

Strictly Ballroom, BBC1,11.05pm 

A ballroom dancer, shunned for his unconventional 
style, tries to win a championship title with the aid of 
an awkward novice. Australian comedy, with Paul 
Mercurio and Tara Morice. (1992) 


Robin’s theory takes the 
inquiry in a new direction 


T hanks to her roles in Mad 
Men, the original series of 
Top of the Lake and The 
Handmaid’s Tale, Elisabeth Moss 
can claim to have starred in some 
of the most acclaimed TV shows of 
the past decade. But looking at her 
impressive CV, some viewers may 
wonder if after all that weighty 
drama, she ever fancies doing 
something a little bit lighter, like a 
wacky sitcom. 

It seems not - she apparently 
only signed up for Top of the Lake: 
China Girl on the understanding 
that it would be even darker than 
the first series. 

She explains that when writer and 
director Jane Campion asked her if 
she would be interested in reprising 
the role of detective Robin Griffin: “I 
said I would love to, but it would 
need to be more challenging than 
season one, otherwise there would 
be no point. I remember saying, ‘I 
just want her to be challenged,’ and 
thinking... how Robin could be 
challenged, what she might be 
going through.” 

And it seems Campion did not 


disappoint her. Moss says: 

“Without spoiling anything, the 
thing that we reveal in the flashback 
and some things that have 
happened over the last four years 
to Robin have put her in this really, 
really dark place. She’s not had an 
easy life, this girl. So she starts out 
in Season 2 in this much darker 
place, and really messed up, so 
when I was reading it for the first 
time I was like, yes, yes, yes, yes!” 

But it wasn’t just the prospect of 
playing someone deeply troubled 
and miserable that attracted Moss 
to the part - there was also the 
chance to work with Campion 
again. 

The actress says: “There’s 
nobody like Jane. I’ve had the 
privilege of working with some very 
talented and amazing people, both 
well known and not well known, 
and there’s something about the 
way that she speaks to you and the 
way that she guides you on set that 
isn’t like anyone else. 

“She has this very in-tune way of 
guiding you through a scene. She’ll 
say something that makes you go, 


‘Oh, I didn’t think about it that way,” 
or she’ll say ‘this is your 
playground sweetie. Just have 
fun.’” 

However, the characters don’t 
appear to be having much fun in 
this week’s episode as Robin’s 
investigation into the murder of 
‘China Girl’ takes a revealing new 
turn. 

Meanwhile, Julia and Pyke 
launch an investigation of their own 
into Puss, the man who plans to 
marry their teenage daughter. 
When their findings lead to a public 
confrontation, Puss storms out- 
and Mary follows him. 

Pyke and Julia are forced to turn 
to Robin, who begins to discover 
just how complex motherhood can 
be. Moss says: “This season is 
about being a mother and a 
parent, and it’s interesting, going 
from that very strong theme of 
season one to an even stronger 
theme in season two, with all of 
these plot lines being connected 
around this central idea. But done 
in a brilliantly subtle way, which is 
believable.” 



Top of the Lake: China Girl, Thursday, BBC2, 9pm 


BEST OF THE REST 


MONDAY 

Eden: Paradise Lost 
Channel 4,10pm 

It sounds like the premise of a satirical comedy - 
23 people sign up for a reality series about creating 
a new society and spend a year in isolation in a 
remote part of Britain, unaware that the channel 
only showed four episodes and then stopped airing 
the footage. However, it seems the reports from 
earlier this year claiming that this was the fate of 
Channel 4’s Eden project were very wide of the 
mark, as Channel 4 is now showing us what really 
happened. Stripped across the week, the footage 
shows how the dream turned into a nightmare for 
the residents of Eden - two people had already left 
three months into the project, and by the summer of 
2016, hunger and divisions had firmly set in, as 
boatman Anton and carpenter Raph built a winter 
camp in the woods. 

TUESDAY 
Trust Me 
BBC1,9pm 

Some TV addicts may wonder how long Jodie 
Whittaker’s new series sat on the shelf before that 
big announcement was made the other week. Yes, 
the one about her becoming the first official female 
Doctor Who. While the internet went into meltdown, 


canny BBC bosses scheduled this new drama, and 
Ms Whittaker, as usual, is on top form, here playing 
nurse Cath Hardacre. Driven to desperate 
measures, she steals the identity of her best friend, 
an A&E doctor and begins a new life in Edinburgh 
as Dr Ally Sutton. Blake Harrison from The 
Inbetweeners also stars. 

WEDNESDAY 

My Family, Partition and Me: India 1947 
BBC1,9pm 

Anita Rani tells the emotional stories of four 
different families - Muslim, Hindu, Sikh and British 
colonial - caught up in the violence during the 
Partition of India, as they travel for the first 
time to the homes in Pakistan, India and 
Bangladesh that their families fled in 
terror. Binita Kane arrives in 
Bangladesh to investigate what 
happened when her Hindu father 
Bim had to flee his ancestral village 
as a boy. Meanwhile, Mandy Duke 
heads to Calcutta, scene of i 
some of the worst Partition 
violence, to uncover the 
amazing story of her grandfather 
Arthur Wise. Plus, we also follow 
Asad Ali Syed and his grandson 


Sameer, two British Muslims with Pakistani 
heritage, as they journey to the Indian town of 
Ambala, to search for the house where Asad was 
born. Finally, Anita investigates the events that led 
to her own grandfather’s first wife, children and her 
great grandfather losing their lives. 

THURSDAY 
10 Puppies and Us 
BBC2, 8pm 

Emma Lowe goes in search of a 
special puppy, wanting one that will 
act as a therapy dog for her four-year- 
old son, who has Down’s syndrome, 
and soothe him when he is 
distressed. Meanwhile, 
newlyweds Leigh and 
Bella are forced to 
call in behaviourist 
Louise Glazebrook 
when their new pug 
Butch Cassidy has 
trouble sleeping on 
a night. There are 
also catch-ups 
with salon owner 
Hannah, who is 
taking on her 



third Chihuahua, and psychic Delia as she 
welcomes the big-breed Leonberger she fell in love 
with. But as the small puppy grows, she finds 
herself completely out of her depth. 

FRIDAY 

Teach My Pet To Do That 
I TV, 8pm 

New series. Animal lover and comedian Alexander 
Armstrong is joined by a team of specialist pet 
trainers as they teach a range of animals and pets 
to pull off incredible tricks. In the first episode, the 
host welcomes a daschund labrador cross called 
Eric and a miniature horse call Aslan, as trainers 
Jo-Rosie Haffenden and Nando Brown attempt to 
teach them how to answer a door to the cue of a 
doorbell. Elsewhere in the programme, the trainers 
hit the road and attempt to train River the cat to ride 
on the back of Moss the dog. 

World Athletics Championships 2017 
BBC1, 8.30pm 

Gabby Logan presents further coverage of the 
eighth night at The London Stadium in Queen 
Elizabeth Olympic Park. Defending champions are 
expected to go head-to-head with Olympic gold 
medallists in both the women’s 200m and 3,000m 
steeplechase. 


ASHWOOD NURSERIES 

NURSERY | TEA ROOM | GIFT SHOP | MAIL ORDER 

\ 
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'Give Wildlife a Home' this August 

Don't miss our special events & instore promotions throughout 
August aimed at families, gardeners A vuAdltfe conservationists 

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY: 

Sunday 13* August 9ui n-1 la* n 
BIRD RINGING 

fefVSUdhit>l < .tlit> r i to get up close to familiar garden birds 
Sunday 20* August 1 Q8rrv4pm 
VISIT THE WILDLIFE MEADOW 

during John'sGdfden Charity Open Day For the NGS 

Entrance £5001.QBrdsnafXlrn^ackjwlOiklrenfr^? 

Sunday 20th August 9am-12noon MOTH MORNING 
a FTCE activity for afl the famly to hum about the wedd of motn 
F Lift event derails are avarA»6/e an oar webutc 


Coma and ns 4 us km are 
%Must+d /usr off (N A449, 

? mile soutft of Wall Haarft 

- Beautifti Plants A Nursery 

- Garden Shop 
-GM Sfc Op 
-Tea Room 

•: tp-vn V ir - i 4 : . -Ml! L Is 

OUbAxyQddtm'sPtoyAiea 



WWW.ASHWOODNURSERIES.COM 


Ashwood Lower Lane, Kingswinford, West Midlands DY6 OAE Tel: 01384 401996 
Summer Opening Hours: Mon to Sat 8.30am - 5:30pm & Sundays: 9am - 5:30pm 


USE YOUR LOFT! 

5 Bison*: 

Loft Ladders 


SG 


/ V395l> 

£299 


Pt- 


f Over > 

( 10,000 

installations J 


Access your loft safely and 
easily with Bison loft stairs. 

A “gas” strut mechanism 
requiring just fingertip control 
makes opening and closing your 
loft stairs exceptionally easy. 

• Fully manufactured by us 
in the Midlands 

• Free Survey 

• ‘Bison’ loft ladders, 
only available from us 

• Full 4 year parts 

& labour guarantee 

• The only product available 
with a safety handle in 
the loft 

• Fitted in approx 2 hours 
(including making the 
opening larger) 

• : Now available in white 
no painting required* 

• : Now complete with 
“comfort” feet to protect 

V carpets and wooden floors. 


: Long Safety Side Handles* 


We also fit loft flooring, lighting 
and roof windows. 

All major credit cards accepted 


theloft Jrstairs company 


The Loft Stairs Company, Unit 60, Atcham Industrial Estate, Shrewsbury SY4 4UG 

Visit our website www.theloftstairscompany.co.uk 

Freephone 0800 3891281 
or mobile friendly 01743 761499 



fi&T 



Doors & Windows Ltd 
Tel: 01902 842706 / 07759 536818 
www.candtdoorsandwindows.co.uk 
ALL AREAS COVERED 
E ma il: enquiries@candtdoorsandwindows.co.uk 


COMPOSITE DOORS 
AVAILABLE 


0 



Unglazed/Glazed from £349.00 fully fitted. New improved 
10 point locking system fully reinforced. Many more designs available. 


CONSERVATORY 

3 MTR x 3 MTR 

From £4500 


Bi-Fold 
Doors 
From £999 


French 
Patio Doors 
From £649 




WORLD OF 

MOBILITY 


NEW SCOOTERS from £595 
RISER RECLINERS from £495 
STAIRLIFTSfrom £1,195 
WHEELCHAIRS from £110 
LARGE SELECTION OF 
DAILY LIVING AIDS 


Showroom: 108C Brettell Lane, 
Amblecote, Stourbridge, DY8 4BS or call 

01384 378252 

OPEN MON-SAT FREE PARKING at rear 
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BRAIN GYM 


No.441 


Double Crossword 


Choose either quick or cryptic clues - both 
fit the same grid. 


Cryptic Clues: 

Across 

4. They accompany 
wild Cortes to the 
south (7) 

8. Charged for being 
drunk (6) 

9. A politician 
after alternative 
rhetorical 
expression (7) 

10. What the watch 
did is marked as 
correct (6) 

11. The top of a sugar- 
coated cake? (3-3) 

12. Not in favour 
of a little work 
modelling (8) 

18. Fixed a fight and 
attacked (3,5) 

20. Isn’t able to keep a 
girl in bed (6) 

21. Top grade fish in 
poor condition (6) 

22. About to do some 
arithmetic and tell a 
story (7) 

23. Onslaught to put 
new life into the 
battery (6) 

24. Put one’s foot 
down and made an 
impression (7) 


Down 

1. One tail wagging in 
high spirits! (7) 

2. Crazy internationals 
are tearaways (7) 

3. Removes any 
inclination (6) 

5. Seeing about 
painting being put 
up in a right line (8) 

6. Not in the clique for 
a start (6) 

7. Sailor Brown 
checked material (6) 

13. The cane isn’t used 
for example (8) 

14. Artistic work by the 
shearer? (7) 

15. Cause amazement 
when rags get out 
of order (7) 

16. Half last camping 
gear in lying out of 
sight (6) 

17. Where the 
schoolboy may be 
found to be a tell¬ 
tale (6) 

19. What attracts the 
moth to settle (6) 



Quick Clues: 

Across Down 


4. An attendant (7) 

1. Diaphragm (7) 

8. Accustomed (6) 

2. Melodious (7) 

9. Mysterious (7) 

3. Portray (6) 

10. Dried grape (6) 

5. Real (8) 

11. Easement (6) 

6. Subject to (6) 

12. Break (8) 

7. Delicate (6) 

18. Unmindful (8) 

13. Vast change (8) 

20. For each (6) 

14. Shortfall (7) 

21. Interior (6) 

15. Views (7) 

22. Think true (7) 

16. Seem (6) 

23. Leave off (6) 

17. Vision (6) 

24. Brittle (7) 

19. A meal (6) 


Sudoku 





3 

8 

7 



9 



9 

5 


1 

2 



8 








5 

7 


8 




9 


4 


1 



4 

3 


5 


4 


6 




3 


2 

5 



8 





3 



4 

1 


5 

6 






4 

7 

9 





Fill in the grid 
above so that 
every column, 
every row and 
each of the 3x3 
boxes contains 
all the digits 
from 1 to 9. 


LAST WEEK’S 
SOLUTIONS: 


LAST WEEK’S CROSSWORD SOLUTIONS: 


CRYPTIC - Across: 1 Small change; 9 Hip; 

10 Went to sea; 11 Roods; 13 Rush mat; 14 Affair; 
16 Sexton; 18 Sent out; 19 Paris; 20 Editorial; 

21 Leo; 22 Rest assured. Down: 2 Map; 3 Lawns; 
4 Centre; 5 Artiste; 6 Gasometer; 7 Sharp answer; 

8 Parting shot; 12 Offensive; 15 Iron out; 17 Stairs; 

19 Pilau; 21 Lee. 

QUICK - Across: 1 Substantial; 

9 Rye; 10 Attention; 11 Fleet; 13 Emanate; 

14 Choice; 16 Advise; 18 Emulate; 19 Toned; 

20 Constrain; 21 Fen; 22 Depredatory. 

Down: 2 Use; 3 Scant; 4 Anthem; 5 Tankard; 

6 Agitation; 7 Proficiency; 8 Independent; 

12 Eloquence; 15 Chatter; 17 Regard; 19 Tenet; 

21 Far. 


r 


Quiz 


1. In which ocean did the mutiny on the 
Bounty take place? 

2. What type of animal is a marmoset? 

3. Which religion is divided between the 
Digambaras and the Svetambaras? 

4. In which country is the Grande Dixence 
Dam? 

5. Of which country is Cape York Peninsula 
the most northerly mainland point? 


6. Of which rodent is the guinea pig a 
species? 

7. Which town is the administrative centre of 
Cornwall? 

8. What do we call the biennial Pastinaca 
sativa? 

9. Who is best known as the author of the 
Doctor books? 

10. The troy pound is used for weighing what? 


Last week’s solutions: 

Quiz: 1 Anthony Blunt; 2 South American tree; 
3 Camel; 4 Uranus; 5 Spain; 6 Sinbad; 

7 Oregon; 8 Laurel; 9 7 million pounds; 

10 Mars. 

Niner: SHIPBOARD 


Niner 




Each number from 1 to 9 represents a different letter. Solve 
the clues and insert the letters in the appropriate squares to 
discover a word which uses all nine letters. 


84669126 gives a poet, 

43728 gives a second poet, 

573826 gives a third poet. 


1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 



CHRONICLE 



MORE 

PEOPLE 


With over 440,000 potential customers 
every week, you can be sure to reach 
your target audience at anytime. 


CANNOCK 

71,517 



The Chronicle offers an unrivalled platform to reach local customers. 

To find out how our advertising sales team can help your business call 01902 313131- 


SOURCE: JICREG 31.10.2016 
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he Restaurant is a safe bet 



IF you felt peckish in a casino a few years 
ago, you were faced with two choices, 
cheese toastie or a sandwich. 

If you were lucky it may have been accompanied by 
a limp wet salad garnish. And you probably had to wait 
between 30 to 45 minutes to get the attention of one 
of the two waitresses tasked with serving drinks on the 
floor to the big gamblers. 

And when you did make awkward eye contact, you 
were charged £2.50 for the privilege of receiving two 
heavily buttered white slices of nothingness. 

Boy, how things have changed... casinos today 
are as much about food, shopping and entertainment 
as they are about the gambling... and Birmingham’s 
Broadway Casino is no different. 

THRIVING 

Nestled away in the popular Broadway Plaza, the 
casino has been a thriving venue for many years, often 
attracting some of the world’s biggest names in poker 
during its special festivals. 

For first timers, the set up may seem intimidating as 
you’re met outside by two doormen, before showing 
your ID in order to gain entry through the barrier. 

But once you’re in, the sheer size and elegance of 
the building blows you away. A huge private bar on the 
left, plush sofas to recline on and take a break from the 
action and of course plenty of casino tables, offering a 
host of different games. 

I am all too familiar with the layout having enjoyed 
plenty of nights of Texas Hold’em over the years, but I 
was very intrigued to try out the new Italian restaurant, 
ironically called The Restaurant’. 

This new reboot replaced a slightly strange Chinese/ 
Italian/Indian and Thai fusion restaurant called Mirage, 
that offered plenty of options without really having a true 


identity. That cannot be said of The Restaurant,’ whose 
mission statement promised ‘a taste of Italy renowned 
for its fresh ingredients and rustic meals’. 

The menu was a breath of fresh air, no more Caesar 
salad followed by tandoori chicken or Vietnamese 
noodles - this was crisp, elegant and most important of 
all, simple. 

The best Italian food is simple, the freshness of the 
ingredients are there to speak for themselves. 

Prices appeared very reasonable and nobody will not 
be disappointed with the selections on offer. 


I decided on the ‘Bruschetta Basilico,’ which to you 
and me is toasted bread, with garlic, chopped tomatoes 
and basil. The dish was served by an authentic Italian 
named Roberto, who I came to learn was the manager 
of the restaurant. 

Happily done I awaited my main dish of the evening, 
the sea bass. Yes, I could have gone a little more 
indulgent, but I wanted to see exactly how they executed 
a delicate piece of fish on a busy Friday night. 

When it arrived, I was not disappointed. Visually 
stunning, their presentation was spot on and I was 


delighted they showcased the whole fish rather than two 
boneless fillets that often look pretty sad on the plate. 

Roberto (full name Roberto Santolamazza) hails 
from Rome. No fake Italian accent here, he was the real 
deal and his warmth and passion for the food made the 
experience all the better. 

I was too full to have a dessert, but the plates flying 
out on the other tables looked sublime. 

I will certainly be returning and the best thing about 
leaving is that you can win your meal on the way out! 

NATHAN JUDAH 


Stai^Travel « 


Return coach travel from Dudley, Halesowen and Stourbridge 


Hand picked holidays with you in mind 


Your Chronicle 

in association with 

(JiAaP/A^ 





GRASSINGTON DICKENSIAN FESTIVAL 

& Manchester’s Christmas Markets 


Departing Saturday 2 December 2017 


PRICE INCLUDES... 

✓ Overnight stay at a 3 or 4 star North West area r 
hotel with 3-course dinner and full English breakfast | 

✓ Visit to Grassington Dickensian Festival 

✓ Visit to Manchester’s Christmas markets 


VIEW ONLINE AT 
www.omega-holidays.com/EFA194 


QUOTE CODE: EFA194 


YORK ST NICHOLAS CHRISTMAS FAYRE 

& Chatsworth House 



Departing Saturday 25 November 2017 


PRICE INCLUDES... 

✓ Overnight stay at a 3 or 4 star Yorkshire or East 
Midlands area hotel with 3-course dinner and full 
English breakfast 

✓ Visit to Chatsworth House (including admission) 
and Christmas market 


2 days, 
by coach 

.129 


VIEW ONLINE AT 

www.omega-holidays.com/VHD597 


QUOTE CODE: VHD597 


✓ Visit to York St Nicholas Christmas Fayre 

BATH CHRISTMAS MARI 

& Blenheim Palace 

KET 

Departing Saturday 9 December 2017 

coacn 

PRICE INCLUDES... 

129 


✓ Overnight stay at a 3 or 4 star Reading/Wiltshire 
area hotel with 3-course dinner and 

full English breakfast 

✓ Visit, including admission (value £24.90), to 
Blenheim Palace 

✓ Visit to Bath Christmas Market 


VIEW ONLINE AT 

www.omega-holidays.com/CWY129 


QUOTE CODE: CWY129 
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oooo 


with Express & Star 


Order from the comfort of your own home 

V* 0871 911 7011 

www.expressandstarshop.co.uk 



Pest XT Ultrasonic 
Cat Repeller 


The Pest XT ultrasonic cat repeller is 
designed to send out loud, irritating 
ultrasonic sound waves that will deter 
fouling feline pests and not affect birds. 

The ultrasonic repeller is also effective in 
deterring dogs and rabbits. Simply position 
the cat repeller using the ground stake or 
screw into a wall and the infrared detection 
sensor will set off an ultrasonic sound. 

The device only activates when an animal 
enters the protected area; this saves energy 
and improves the battery life. The repeller 
incorporates a PIR motion sensor which 
activates the product when a warm body 
enters the controlled area. The pest will 
learn to associate the noise with its own 
movement, leading to a change in behaviour. 
It covers a 110-degree arc, to a distance of 
up to 26ft (8m), giving a total unobstructed 
working area of 70 square metres. If the cats 
have a habit of feeding and fouling in your 
garden, it can take 14-28 days to deliver the 
full deterrent effect. ‘Occasional’ visitors will 
usually be stopped within a week. 
Dimensions: L109 x W63 x H147mm. Weight: 
203.4g. 4 x AA batteries (not included). 
Frequency: 19-45KHz. Area: 70m 2 . 
Coverage: 8 metres, 110 degrees. 

G1113 Cat Repeller 

D1841 Duracell Batteries £3.49 


Only £14.99 plus £3.95 P&P 



Only £11.99 plus £3.95 P&P 




Solar Powered 
Mole Repeller 


The Pest XT solar powered 
mole repeller is designed 
to send out sonic sound 
waves that scare moles and 
other burrowing animals 
away from areas where they 
cause a nuisance. It sends 
out a sonic wave every 30 
seconds and is effective 
within an area of 625 square 
metres. 

The product is powered 
by its solar panel which 
charges the battery using 
sunlight. During spring, 
summer and autumn 
months, the absorbed 
energy will be sufficient for 
day and night output; this 
is when moles are more 
active when the ground 
is soft. During winter 
months, daylight hours 
and sunlight is limited so it 
is recommended to store 
the item in a cool and dry 
environment. 

G0459 Single £11.99 
G0989 Twin Pack £16.99 


Electric Weed Sweeper 


Only £39.99 plus £4.95 P&P 


Whether you need to clear weeds, moss or dirt, this 
powerful 140W electric weed sweeper by Garden 
Gear tackles them all with ease, putting an end to 
back-breaking stooping and bending. The weed 
sweeper is designed to remove weeds between 
slabs, blocks, along path edges and other external 
surfaces. Comfortable to hold and easy to use, 
simply push along the edges, cracks and joints of 
paving or paths, and the nylon or steel wire brushes 
supplied will get into the smallest of crevices, 
removing debris in an instant. The nylon brush is 
perfect for light vegetation and the steel brush is 
ideal for use on tougher debris, removing weeds 
without toxic chemicals or pesticides. Other features 
include a built-in wheel to help you glide along edges 
for a more thorough sweep, a clear safety hood to 
protect your eyes from debris, an ample 10m (30ft) 
power cable, a compact design for easy storage and 
a 24 month warranty. Weighs 1.7kg. 

G0518 Electric Weed Sweeper 
D8270 15m Extension Cable £16.99 
G0520 Set of Spare Brushes £7.99 
D3741 Circuit Breaker Socket £13.99 




30-Metre Coil Garden Hose 


Only £19.99 plus £3.95 P&P 


Wash cars and water plants with ease with this 30-metre coil garden hose by Garden Gear. This 
superb tangle and kink-free garden hose will make light work of watering your garden. The flexible and 
lightweight design is coiled, meaning it can be extended while in use before retracting automatically for 
neat and tidy storage. 

The hose set includes an adjustable spray head with eight settings to choose from: centre, jet, shower, 
cone, mist, flat, soaker and full, as well as a tap adaptor and plastic fittings. 

D9464 30-metre Coil Garden Hose 


Order Hotline 0871 911 7011* 

8am-8pm, 7 days a week. *Calls cost 13p per minute plus your phone company’s access charge. 

Quote 

75112 

Order online at 
: expressandstarshop.co.uk 

Our ‘was’ pricing refers to the original selling prices offered on our website www.cjoffers.co.uk and in our retail store between 24th April 2017 and 24th July 2017. Allow 7 working days for delivery. If not happy for any reason we will accept return of faulty/unused goods in sealed original packaging for full refund or replacement within 30 days. 

These goods are sold and supplied by BVG-Group Ltd. with whom you contract when you accept this offer. A SIGNATURE IS REQUIRED ON DELIVERY. 


I RETURN TO: EXPRESS & STAR (75112), PO BOX 87, BRECON, LD3 3BE 


I Title (Mr/Mrs/Miss/Ms)_ Initial_ Surname 

! Address_ 


Postcode 


I Email_ Tel. (for queries only)_ 

J I enclose my cheque/PO made payable to BVG-GR0UP LTD for £_Or please debit my card £_ EH Mastercard EH Visa EH Maestro Issue No_ 

I My card number is: 

; i i i i i rr mi i i i in i i ii i i i szm/m , E rm/m as rm 

I “Midland News Association Ltd and other MNA companies or selected third parties may contact you with details of goods and services you may be interested in. By placing this order you give consent to Midland News Association 
Limited or selected third parties doing so, unless you have indicated your objection by ticking this box n if you do not want to hear from selected third parties and ticking this box □ if you do not want to hear from Midland News 
Association Ltd.” 


PLEASE SEND ME 

CODE(S) 

GTY 

PRICE 

TOTAL 









































POSTAGE 

TOTAL 

£3.95/£4.95 
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Hicks Hadley 


hickshadley.com 

0121 585 6667 


Halesowen Office Lettings & Property Management 



Hagley Road, Halesowen, West Midlands, B63£1 ,250 pcm+Fees 
A superbly presented detached family home in prime central location close to 
all amenities and comes part furnished. Featuring: entrance hallway, dining 
room with dining table and 6 chairs, delightful lounge with purple sofa x2 and 
footstool, conservatory with 1 grey sofa, large refitted stunning breakfast/kitchen 
with centre island & integrated appliances, 4 bedrooms with 2 double beds and 
mattresses.jrrastei^r^LJite^ious^attimorr^andsca^e^^ai^ar^er^ara^e 


Whittingham Road, Halesowen, West Midlands, B63E850 pcm+Fees 
Large 3 bedroom semi-detached house with a perfect location 
for Earls & Windsor High School & Halesowen College. Entrance 
hallway, 26ft lounge with feature fireplace, further study/ 
bedroom 4, downstairs w.c, 3 good sized bedrooms, family 
bathroom with shower, lovely rear garden with shed & summer 
house. aarag^Mrtvewa^aitdn^oi^everakai^^PC^^ 


Station Road, Cradley Heath, Old Hill, B64E850 pcm+Fees 
Modern 4 bedroom detached house in this very convenient 
location benefiting from an en-suite master bedroom • 
3 double bedrooms, good size reception room with patio 
doors leading to rear garden, fitted kitchen with oven/hob, 
downstairs w.c., upstairs family bathroom, gas central 
heating & double glazed throughout. EPC: C 



Downing Street, Halesowen, West Midlands, B63E695 pcm+Fees 
Most delightfully improved semi detached home in popular 
location, with gas radiator heating and double glazing, internal 
inspection essential. Comprising: Porch, hall, large lounge, 
modern fitted kitchen, utility, 3 good bedrooms with further 
loft room, super re-fitted bathroom, large pleasant gardens. 
EPC: E 


Wroxley House, Hayley Green, Halesowen, West Midlands, B63 £625 pcm 
Luxury living in Hayley Green. A superb luxury ground floor 
apartment offering spacious accommodation including 
open plan lounge/kitchen and diner with balcony, 2 double 
bedrooms, master with en-suite, a further well appointed 
bathroom with shower, gas central heating, double glazing 
and allocated Darkino. EPC: B 


Spring Avenue, Rowley Regis, West Midlands, B65E575 pcm+Fees 
Well presented 2 bedroom semi detached house located in 
a convenient location close to bus & train links. The family 
home comprises of a pleasant front lounge, hallway to fitted 
kitchen with appliances, conservatory, lovely rear garden with 
summer house, 2 good size bedrooms, family bathroom, 
larae corner nlot with drivewav Darkina. EPC: TBC 



Roundhills Road, Halesowen, West Midlands, B62E575 pcm+Fees 
An unfurnished mid terraced house, in a well sought after 
location. Featuring gas central heating, living room, fitted 
kitchen, downstairs wc, 2 bedrooms, master bedroom with 
en-suite, house bathroom, rear garden, secure electric 
gated parking to rear. 2 MONTHS DEPOSIT AND A FAMILY 
MEMBER TO BE GUARANTOR IS REQUIRED. EPC: C 


Habberley Road, Rowley Regis, West Midlands, B65E550 pcm+Fees 
This lovely unfurnished mid terraced home is located close 
to local shops, and minutes away from J2 of the M5. Briefly 
comprising of 2 bedrooms, spacious lounge, fitted kitchen, 
house bathroom with shower, double glazing, gas central 
heating, rear garden and off road Darking. EPC: E 


New Street, Quarry Bank, Brierley Hill, West Midlands, DY5 £525 pcm+ 
A unique detached bungalcw within walking distance of Quarry 
Bank High Street and a stones throw from Merry Hill Shopping 
Centre. This 1 bed property features: hallway, lounge with feature 
fireplace and patio doors leading to garden, double bedroom, 
bathroom with separate shower. The bungalow also benefits from 
Iona drivewav, aas central heating and double alazed. EPC: D 



Round Street, Netherton, Dudley, West Midlands, DY2E525 pcm+Fees 
Beautifully presented and not to be missed. Set within a popular residential 
area, this unfurnished semi detached house comprises of a modern living room, 
fitted kitchen, 1 double bedroom and 1 single bedroom, house bathroom with 
shower and a conservatory. Benefits also include gas central heating, rear garden, 
driveway for 2 cars. EPC: D 

LANDLORD REQUIRES 2 MONTHS DEPOSIT AND A FAMILY MEMBER TO BE 


Foxdale Drive, Brierley Hill, West Midlands, DY5E495 pcm+Fees 
Been freshly redecorated and within a 5 minutes drive of 
Brierley Hill Town Centre and few minutes more from Merry 
Hill Shopping Centre. Featuring 1 double bedroom with built 
in wardrobes and 1 single bedroom, house bathroom with 
shower off the taps, nice size lounge, fitted kitchen with a 
new oven, 1 allocated parking space, no garden. EPC: TBC 


Norwood Road, Brierley Hill, West Midlands, DY5E475 pcm+Fees 
An unfurnished end terraced house, close to local shops and 
not far from Merry Hill Shopping Centre. This large house 
features a lovely living room, fitted kitchen, downstairs 
bathroom with shower, 2 double bedrooms, gas central 
heating, doubl^lazingj^ai^arden^rmma^aifdn^PC^ 



Mousesweet Lane, Netherton, Dudley, DY2E450 pcm+Fees 
A modern style furnished ground floor apartment in 
superbly convenient location in a quiet cul-de-sac featuring: 
entrance hallway, lounge with electric fire, fitted kitchen with 
appliances, 1 double bedroom, bathroom suite with shower, 
rear access to private courtyard, driveway for 2 cars, gas 
central heatmg^oubl^lazin^PC^ 


King Street, Cradley Heath, West Midlands, B64E450 pcm+Fees 
Located in the heart of Old Hill. Ideally situated for local 
shops, buses and train links is this unfurnished 1st floor 
modern apartment which comprises of 1 double bedroom, 
fitted kitchen with a small fridge and freezer, spacious lounge, 
double glazing, electric storage heating, bathroom with 
shower, allocated parking space. EPC: C 


Foxdale Drive, Brierley Hill, West Midlands, DY5E450 pcm+Fees 
Situated in a quiet location and within walking distance to 
Brierley Hill Town Centre and a short drive or bus to Merry Hill 
Shopping Centre is this ground floor apartment, comprising of: 1 
double bedroom and 1 single, fitted kitchen with no appliances, 
house bathroom with shower, spacious lounge, electric heating, 
double glazing, 1 allocated parking space. ETOJBC^ 



Elbow Street, Cradley Heath, West Midlands, B64E450 pcm+Fees 
Unfurnished 2nd floor flat in a popular area which is ideal for 
shops, buses and Old Hill Train Station. Featuring 1 double 
bedroom, electric storage heating, spacious living room, fitted 
kitchen with small fridge and washing machine, bathroom 
with showej^ommuna^ai^en^llocate^aifdn^PC^^ 


Somers Road, Halesowen, West Midlands, B62E450 pcm+Fees 
An unfurnished ground floor flat close to Halesowen Town 
Centre. Featuring gas central heating, living room, fitted 
kitchen, 1 double bedroom, bathroom with shower, on road 
parking 


Eagle House, Lye, DY9 £285 pcm+Fees 

A 1st floor studio apartment in the centre of Lye Town, also 
close for Lye Train Station. Featuring a combined lounge/ 
bedroom, fitted kitchen with electric cooker, shower room, 
electric heater, shared laundry room, parking at rear, private 
communaUreawithseatin^EPC^^^^^^^^^^^^ 


PROPERTY 



Property has two garages and lots of parking 


In need of modernisation, this 
executive four-bedroomed 
detached home in Halesowen 
Road, Halesowen, comes with two 
good-sized garages and ample 
parking space. 

It is for sale through Taylors at 
£475,000 with no chain. 

With majority double glazing 
and gas central heating, its 
accommodation briefly comprises 
an entrance porch, hall, dining 
room, living room, cloakroom with 


HALESOWEN 

£475,000 


a WC, kitchen, first floor landing, 
four well-proportioned bedrooms, a 
bathroom with a separate toilet and 
a rear garden. 

In more detail the entrance hall 
has stairs off. The living room has 
patio doors opening out to the rear 
garden and a hearth and surround 
with a gas fire. 


The dining room also has a hearth 
and a surround. The kitchen has 
work surfacing incorporating a 
double drainer sink with a mixer tap, 
a range of base and drawers, part 
tiling and a pantry. 

The selling agents are expecting 
the sale of this property will attract a 
lot of interest. 

For further information contact the 
selling agents, Taylors, on 01902 
880888 or visit www.taylors- 
estateagents.co.uk 



Well-presented three-storey end town house 


This well presented four- 
bedroomed, three-storey end 
town house in Bloomfield Road, 
Tipton, is presented to an 
immaculate, modern and home 
standard. 

It is for sale through Goodchilds at 
£199,950. 

With double glazing and gas 
central heating, the property’s 
accommodation briefly 
compromises of an entrance 
hallway, a lounge, a fitted kitchen, 


TIPTON 

£199,950 


a downstairs WC, an en-suite to the 
master bedroom, a family bathroom, 
a garage and a drive-way. 

In more detail the entrance hall 
has stairs to the first floor. The 
lounge has French doors to the rear 
garden and the kitchen has a range 
of cream high gloss fitted wall and 
base units with work tops over and 


an integrated gas hob and electric 
oven. 

On the first floor are two 
bedrooms, one en-suite. On 
the second floor are two further 
bedrooms and the family bathroom. 

Outside to the rear of the property 
is an enclosed garden having a 
slabbed patio area and a lawn area. 
To the side is a drive-way providing 
off-road parking leading to a 
detached garage. 

Call Goodchilds on 0121 5067670. 
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Automotive 


Driveways & Patios 


Fencing 


Why Pay Main Dealer Prices? 


Motor 


• Motor Body Work Specialists 

• Insurance Approved 

• From a minor bump to major repairs 

• FREE local pick up and delivery 

• FREE estimates and written quotes 


30 Years Experience 



HBo supply a car and van to none fault or insurance cl 
Web: www.crosswaysmotorbodies.co.uk 
| email: crossways1@btinternet.com _ 

Station Road, Old Hill, Cradley Heath, B64 6PL 


D H Household 
Maintenance 


All building maintenance 
and DIY work undertaken 
All areas covered 

0121 422 8594 
07985 548466 



CLEANCARE 

Carpet & Upholstery 
Cleaners 

Fully Trained 
Insured 

Estover 12 years 
Friendly service 
For free quotes 
Call 

(07816) 817744 
Tel:0121 503 0854 


Carpentry 


Computers 


NEED ADVICE ON COMPUTING? 

• All PC Problems Resolved • Software & Hardware Installed 
• Virus & Spyware Removed • PC Health Checks 
• Home Network Implemented • Internet Connections Ins talled 

DONT BE FOOLED INTO THINKING YOU NEED A NEW PC \ ' P=1 

Call: 0121 422 7646 or: 07970 846 5521 + 
JUDR@P PC SUPPORT 
email: support@judrap.com www.judrap.com 


Driveways 


DISCOUNT 

DRIVEWAYS 


Block Paving and Tarmac 
Drives • Red Tarmac 
Car Parks • Resurfacing 

5 Year Guarantee 
On All Work 

Free Quotations and Advice 

Chrcka 


Tel: 01384 79900 • 07583 170190 
www.discountdriveways.co.uk 



CARPENTRY 

SERVICES 

ROBERT CHESNEY 

CARPENTERY / JOINERY 
KITCHEN FITTING SPECIALIST 
ALL CARPENTERY WORKS 
ROOFS / DOORS / LOCKS 
DECKING SPECIALIST 
CALL NOW FOR A FREE QUOTE 
0121 421 6740 
07779746939 



JDC 

Driveways 
& Patios 


Tarmac, Block Paving, 
Turf Laying, Gravelling, 
Fencing, Drainage and 
Pressure Cleaning 


Free Quotation Online 
No obligation 

01384 466950/ 
07944883248 

www.jdcdriveways.co.uk 


Cressage Paving 


Specialists in: 

Block Paving,Tarmacing, 
Landscaping, Gravelling, 
Patios, Forecourts, 
Fencing and Driveways 
All Groundwork undertaken 


FREE WRITTEN QUOTATION 


Mini Digger & 66 

Driver available A"— 

01384 944032 
Mob: 07879 073702 

www.cressage-group.co.uk 


Decorating 


POINTER & 

DECORATOR 

Professional and reliable 
Fully insured £ 

O.A.P Discounts ; I 

For a free 
quote call Carl 

0121 561 1881 
or 07532 200591 



HALESOWEN 

DECORATORS 

r Painters & 
5s Decorators 

OAP DISCOUNT 
AVAILABLE 
10% OFF with this advert 

Residential and 
Commercial work undertaken 

CALL 07860 206713 
0121 602 0966 

halesowendecorators@gmail.com 


Double Glazing 


Misted Sealed Units? 


Hlark (Emmtrg (Mazing 


Contact OS for a FREE quote! 

Manufacturers 

B & Installers of 
' windows, doors & ] 
conservatories 

'A' Rated Windows as Standard 

10 YEAR GUARANTEE 

Please see our customer reviews 
on either Homepro or Which 

00 00 CstesioM, eJJfioiesU umsuOxhaM, A A 

• w that ajo+vt cojt the, easUlt S S 

Station Street, Cradley Heath, B64 6AJ 

@ 01384 566100 

www.blackcountryglazing.com 

r j crrtasf 


Electricians 


E-BTiencing 

a; 


All types of quality 
fencing supplied 
& erected 


Plus decking, 
slabbing & 
block paving 


Tel: 0121 585 9992 or 07884 344616 

www.lbtfencing.co.uk 


Fencing & Gates 


ft 


All Carden Work Undertaken 

• Slabbing • Block Paving • Tree Felling 
• Turfing • Garden Clearance 
NO JOB TOO SMALL 

Manufacturers of all Concrete Products 
eg. Concrete Posts, Gravel Boards 
All work guaranteed Insurance work undertaken 
Over 15 years experience (Public liability covered) 

Call Steve on 


01384 242891 Of 0797Q 300586 



Other services: Shed bases, slabbing and garden clearances, 
removal of trees, privet, old sheds and garages 


• ALL AREAS COVER.. 

For a free quote call 

0121 532 2263 Or 07951 536929 


Flooring 


AuuMUmvi 


CALL NOW 

QUOTE: TRADE DECKING 

LIMITED STOCK 


DUAL PATTERN 
REDWOOD DECKING 

EX 38 x 150mm (33x142) 

Top selling high quality deck 
board that is made from slow- 
grown Scandinavian Pine. 
Pressure treated for longer life 
and to help resist rot. 


OLDBURY DEPOT 

Dudley Road 

Oldbury 

Birmingham 

West Midlands 

B69 3DA 

T: 0121 533 5428 

F: 0121 544 7186 

E: birmingham@laver.co.uk 



Gardening 



ELECTRICIAN 

Fully guaranteed work 
Honest reliable service 


ANT 


Ring Tony or Julie on 

07974 428 603 
KEEP IT LOCAL 


‘No Job Too Small’ 


MBCjelectric 

All domestic and commercial 
electrical works undertaken 
Home rewiring from £800 

For a high quality 

local service call: ■ - - 


mbelectric. co. uk 



Slating, Tiling, New Roofs, Flat 
Roofs, Chimneys, Guttering, Ridges, 
Flashings, uPVC Fascia Cladding 

FREE ESTIMATES • FAST RELIABLE SERVICE 

Over 30 years experience 

(D 0121 420 1582 

NO CALL OUT CHARGE 

Mobile Number: 07947 839451 
allweatherroofingwestmids.co.uk 
allweatherroofinguk@outlook.com 


Gardening 


ROWAN TREE 1 GARDEN SERIES LTD 


*Tree Surgeon Specialist *Stump Grinding/Root Removal 
'Hedges Pruned/Shaped *Jungles Cleared/Full Landscapes 
fencing *Turfing Concreting *Driveways & Patios 
*Plus Much More Call Now For a No Obligation Quotation 

www.rowangroup.co.uk 
01384 213644 or 07733 226568 


AGE CONCERN & Local Authority Contractor, N.P.T.C. qualified, 
Public Liability Insurance (£5 million) All staff C.R.B. Certified 

PART OF THE ROWAN GROUP OF COMPANIES 


Roy's Mowing & Garden Maintenance 



• Garden tidy up's 

• Bush/tree's/conifers/hedges cut or removed f 

• No job too big or small 

• Special rates for OAP's 

• Gutters Cleaned 

• Fencing and Sheds Painted/Creosoted 

• Chipper Hire 

• Complete Garden Ripout 

• Rubbish Removal 

• Bush/Hedge and Tree Removal 1 

• Patios ana Drives Jetwashed 


it or removed / 

: W' 

eosoted 


Please call: 0121 602 3815 / 07979 980951 


R & S Gardens 

t All garden work undertaken 
• Hedges and lawns cut 
• General tidy and rubbish removed 
• Garden landscaping and 
fencing work 

Telephone: 07851 323303 


.4 



Garage Doors 


DB GARAGE DOORS 


• Supply Install 

Repair Roller 

Up and Over Sectional 

Side Hinged Remote Control 

Made to measure Doors 

• FREE Survey & Quotation 


www. dbsh utters, co. uk 

Tel: 0121 422 1990 Mob: 07860 858378' 



Household Appliances 


and all White Goods 


j 


'Don't go 
and buy a 
new one , 
get it 
repairedJ 


0 


41a Hagley Mall, Cornbow Centre 

0121 5509800 


B 

Call us on... 

01902 319590 M 

O 

E-mail us at... 

mark.moore@expressandstar.co.uk 6 

B 


Post to... 

Mark Moore, Halesowen Chronicle, Black Country J 
House, Rounds Green Road, Oldbury B69 2DG. 


Halesowen Chronicle Thursday, August 3, 2017 
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Plumbing & Heating 



MOT 


with this advert 


Green Garage, unit 2a Station Road, 

(rear of Gold Cue snooker Club), Blackheath, 865 ou 

0121 559 6001 MOT 


0 


OH PLASTERERS 




FROM boarding, 
skimming, patching 
and repairs TO 
complete rooms 


0121 422 8594 or 
07985 548466 


CARDINAL 

LANDSCAPES 

West Midlands 

Specialists in Patios, 
Driveways, Paths, Fencing, 
Turfing, Decking and 
Landscaping 

Call now for a 
FREE QUOTE 
01902 562600 or 
07539 887144 


C.A. Plastering 

For competitive quotes on all your refurbishment 
needs on plastering, boarding, overboarding, 
partitions, re-skimming and artex covering. 


Plumbing & Heating 


HEAT 


n a 


GET A NEW WORCESTER BOSCH 
BOILER FITTED BEFORE WINTER 
AND SAVE £1OOS NOW!!!! 
VOUCHER CODE: Julyl 7P&G 



Summer Mega Sale Is Here!) 

I 

Call Free on 08000 786085 


• We give you finance options 

• We will give you a fixed price to 
save £1 OO's and can even install 
the very next day 

• We give you a live phone quote 
so you dont waste time with 
pushy sales people 

• We give you upto 10 years warranty 






Bilston Industrial Estate, 
Oxford Street, 
Wolverhampton WV14 7EG 

www.dgheating.org.uk 01902 405000 

K 


ESh COsgdtog & PttnnfiflBg 

Combi Boiler change from £950 

Specialists in Biasi / Baxi / Worcester Bosch / Vaillant Boilers plus many more 

SPECIAL OFFERS ON FULL HEATING SYSTEMS 


NATURAL & LPG GAS 



Free Quotation 

07961 140885 


safe 

301067 


KEN PERRY 

Plumbing & Heating Engineer 

Gas Fitting, Boiler Servicing 
and Immersion Heaters, 

Multi Point Water Heaters, 
Landlord’s Gas Certificates, 
Boilers changed 

Guild of Master Crafstmen 
Gas Safe Registered 

STOURBRIDGE 392284 





KS 
SERVICES 

All types of General Repairs 
to your home and garden 
Also interior and exterior 
decorating 

Local Friendly Service 

0121 532 4861 

No Job Too Small 



Roofing 


ROOFING SERVICES 



• Gutters Cleaned From £15 

• Small Repairs From £15 

• Pointing Work From £15 
SPECIAL OFFERS 

on all UPVC Fascias, Gutters, 
New Roofs/Slate Tile & Felt 
and Garage Roofs. 

- Rubberised flat roofing 

- Flat roof specialist 

- Insurance work undertaken 

- Est 25 years 

- Discounted for OAPs 

- Exterior Painting 

FREE QUOTES AVAILABLE 



Home: 01384 872276 


Mobile: 07584 081228 


eliiTe*pEast!cs 


•Fascias • Sofits • Dry Verge 
•Pointing • Gutter Cleaning And Repair 
Premium Products Expertly Fitted 
' With Full Manufacture Guarantee. 

For A Free Quote call 



□1384 468831 /07985 575865 

www.eli-beplas-ticsupvc.co.uk 


Specialists 


3 ACE PAVING SERVICES LTD? 


City and Guilds Streetworks Approved 

• Tarmacing • Concrete Imprint • Block Paving and Patios • Landscaping 

• Streetworks • Curb dropping • Turfing • Fencing and Decking 

• Power Washing • 5 year guarantee FREE estimate • 15 years experience 

• Fully insured • Resinbond Drives. 

01384 847115 I 01217692193 I 07448031419 

Web:wwwacepavingservicesltd.co.uk 
Email:acepavingservices@outlook.com 
Cradley Enterprise Centre, Maypole Fields, 1 * 1 V 
RJftlil _Halesowen B63 2QB_ ftM 


Tiling 



I.C.A. TILING SERVICES 

Walls, floors, bathrooms, kitchens and conservatories 

Ceramic, porcelain, mosaics, slate, 
marble and all natural stone. 

FULL BATHROOM INSTALLATION AVAILABLE 

Quality workmanship at competitive prices. 

Fully insured. Portfolio available. 

For a free quote call Ian on 
01384 412796 or 07890 894631 


ClassifiedAds 


Buy Local, Sell Local 


funeral directors 


N.E.DOWNING 
(Blackheath) Ltd 


Independent 
family run 
Funeral Directors 
24 hour service 
Halesowen 
0121 422 2794 


www.nedowning.co.uk 


monumental 

masons 


Halestone 

^Memorials 

[ Modern and tradi tional memorials 

Ring for FREE brochure 

0121 5504235 

|0r visit our showroom at 

Somers RoadJ 
Halesowen B62 8EN 

www.halestonememorials.co.uk 


A 


Family 


RISE AND recline chair, 
Sherbourne, good condition, pur¬ 
chaser to collect, cost £700, sell 
£250. 01902 338703. 

WREKIN STAIRLIFTS recondi¬ 
tioned lifts from £799. New avail¬ 
able. 01952 405397/07897 273617 



MIRACLE DINGHY. Full set of sails, 
combi trailer, boat cover. Good con¬ 
dition. £600. 01384 296292. 


CAMPING GEAR FOR SALE 

Bought new in July 2016, only 
used twice but ill health forces 
sale. Berghaus Air 6 Tent with 
integral ground sheet and foot- 
pump and pegs. Berghaus Air 
porch to suit above tent with 
separate ground sheets, foot- 
pump and pegs. Footprint to 
suit tent. Carpet to suit Tent. 
Eurohike base camp kitchen 
stand. Eurohike double roll top 
table. 2 Vango comfort inflat¬ 
able mattresses. GAZ Xceler- 
ate double burner cooker and 
grill. Outwell 35litre coolbox and 
charger. Coleman twist lantern 
and courts tent heater. 
Total new £1,200. £900 ono. 

07720 071528. 


This Thursday 
and every 
Thursday 
6am - 2pm at 


P Mill Lane, 

Saredon WV10 7LJ 
Tel: OT831 192 116 



TOURING CARAVAN WANTED. 

No obiecton to work, anything 
considered. Please telephone 
07980 365757. 


WANTED 

MOTORHOME/CARAVAN 

Any make, model, year or 
condition. 

Cash paid 
Private buyer. 

Please call with details 
07376 393703. 



A BEAUTIFUL PARK NR LUDLOW 

35x12 caravans from £10,000.Gym 
Par 3 golf, bowls, why go further? 
www.bcpark.co.uk 01584823433 

A BEAUTIFUL PARK NR LUDLOW 

35x12 caravans from £10,000.Gym 
Par 3 golf, bowls, why go further? 
www.bcpark.co.uk 01584823433 


ABBEY LINCOLN 

Two berth, accessories includ¬ 
ing awning, ready to go. 

£1,800 

01902 679431. 


We Want Your 
Motorhome 

Finance Cleared 
Fast Secure Payment 
Top Prices Paid 

Please Call 

AEG on 01384 848439 or 
Lee Jinks on 07740 895448 
www.aegmotorhomes.co.uk 


AVONDALE 5 BERTH 

2005, offers around, includes 
motor mover, full awning, winter 
cover and all equipment, just 
fully serviced July 25, 

£4,500 ono. 

SOLD. 


BRADCOTT ASPIRE Midi porch 
awning, charcoal colour, 3.4m x 
2.4m, used twice, excellent condi¬ 
tion, £220. 07970 841177. 

HYMER SWING 530, 2004, very 
good condition, fully serviced, 
£5,500. Awning at extra cost. 
07714 952043 or 07813 341447. 



Park home, 50 x 20, Tingdene, 
large twin, 11 month park. On 
bus route, great views. 

£95,000. 

07774 715830. 


STATIC CARAVAN Mid Wales. 32ft 
x 10ft. £2,500. 

07981 928383. 


STATIC CARAVAN 
35FTX12FT 

2 bedroom, overlooking the 
River Severn, with steam 
railway on site, good fishing, 
pub on site. 

Residential or holiday, 52 week 
site. Situated at Hampton 
Loade, Bridgnorth. 

£24,000. 

Telephone 07976 579848. 


2 BED STATIC CARAVAN for sale 
on Seaside holiday park Borth. Full 
12 month season, great facilities. 
Pet friendly, wi-fi. £10,995. Paul 
07960 944721 or 01970 871933. 



THIS SUNDAY AND 
EVERY SUNDAY 
r Now at Bognop Road, 
6 am-2 pm Essington WV11 2AZ 

JOS enquiries Tel: 07831 192 116 
Or for more information visit 


2 BED STATIC CARAVAN 

Mid Wales. Lovely views. Large 
decking and lawn. Two fishing 
pools. 20 minutes to coast. 
Rent included for 2017. Dogs 
welcome. No age limit on 
caravans. £7,500. 

07555 303350. 


POWERED BASS BINS, 1000 
WTS, £500 ono. 

Guitar flight case, £50. 
Telephone 01902 746691. 



CELINE DION TICKETS X 2, Thurs¬ 
day, August 3. Good seats (Block 
A). Barclaycard Arena, Birming¬ 
ham. £150 each. 01384 869664. 


holidays 


self catering ^ 

v holidays 

BURNHAM-ON-SEA 

Self Catering Holiday 
Apartments 
Disabled Facilities 
Pet Friendly 

01278 794111 

www.GoSomerset.co.uk 

A 

travel abroad 

V___ 

READERS ARE REMINDED 

to check with any Advertisers 
that their holiday costs are fully 
covered by a recognised bonding or 
insurance scheme. 



N 

massage 

V___ 


MOBILE Aromatherapy Massage 

Therapist Home / Hotel. To book 
appointments call 07437 569187. 


what’s on 


; a 

antique fairs 

V___ 

ANTIQUE/COLLECTORS FAIR 

Kinver Comm Centre, Sun 6th 
August (inc postcards) (also 
Bromsgrove every Fri, Militaria 4th 
Aug EST 1979 Waverley. Next 
Book Fair Sun 20th Aug. Stalls 
available for all. Home made 
refreshments. 0121 550 4381 


V_ 

markets 




STOURBRIDGE 
CAR BOOT 

At Stourbridge 
Rugby Club 
Open every Wednesday 
from 24th May 

07957 399964 u 


3 


Home & 
Services 



ADVERTISERS ARE 
REMINDED 

That the Business Advertise¬ 
ments (Disclosure) Order of 
1977 requires that advertise¬ 
ments must clearly differentiate 
between Private and Trade. 


HAVE YOU CHECKED your adver¬ 
tisement today? We would respect¬ 
fully remind advertisers that it is 
their responsibility to inform the 
publishers of any mistakes or inac¬ 
curacies on the first day of publica¬ 
tion. 



A Genuine Lady Buyer! 

Cash paid £300+ per ounce for 9 car¬ 
at scrap gold. Any amount collected! 

Sovereigns £200+ each, Watches, 
Coins, Medals & more 

Highly Recommended! 
*01922 495066 or 07971 78320& 


A BEST CASH PRICE 



FOR ALL RAILWAY 
COLLECTIONS 
Any gauge or age 

Hornby/Bachmann/Bowmans/ 
Roundhouse/Graham/Farsh/ 
any live steam. Also Die Cast, 
Corgi, Dinky, Spot On. 

01384 836219/07891 713547 
thetrainmaster67@ 
hotmail.com 



ALL BRASS / COPPER ornaments/ 
brassware, all descriptions, miners 
lamps, old medals, dinky, corgi toys 
and railways. 01902 745598. 


AUTO MEMORABILIA 
WANTED 
SHELL, ESSO, 
CASTROL ETC 
ALSO 

GARAGE CLEARANCES 

Old Enamel Signs, 
Petrol Cans, 

Old Jugs, 

Classic Car Parts, 

Bikes and Motorbikes. 

Anything old. 

** TOP PRICES PAID ** 
01384 836219/07891 713547 


BEATLES LP wanted, Please 
Please Me, original, black and gold 
label, record and sleeve must be 
mint will pay £500. 07944 642039. 

MAMOD STEAM engines/trains 
wanted all conditions, railway col¬ 
lections, Dinky, Corgi vehicles, any 
condition. 01902 745598. 

READERS ARE ADVISED to 

carefully consider all of their options 
before agreeing to the sale of any 
of their items. 

WANTED 

Pre 1980 Britains, Lone Star, 
Timpo Soldiers, Animals and 
Vehicles. 

Actionman and Lego. 

Best cash prices paid. 
Will collect. Call Darren 
01384 835025/07498 036223. 



READERS ARE REMINDED 

that they may require profes¬ 
sional advice before entering into 
obligations. 



] \ 

aerials 

V___ 


THANK YOU 
CLASSIFIEDS! 



“I am very pleased 
with the response 
I get from my 
Classified 
Advertising 
Contract” 


Steve - 

AA Digital Aerials 


For great business 
results call 

01902 319191 


ClassifiedAds 

Brought to you by Express & Star 








































































































































































01902 317878 | classifiedads.expressandstar.co.uk 
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AERIALS FITT 

uaifflL 

WHMI& 

ED FROM £75 

3 

1 

1 

so 

W38M29W6I 

1 W5M439095i 

I 

rS 

i 


alarms/security 

V___ 


PREMIER 

ALARMS 

Supplied and Fitted £249 
Servicing and Repairs 
12 Months Warranty 
All areas covered 
All quotes beaten! 

Call: 0121 601 9791 


building supplies 


QUALITY DOORS AND HARD¬ 
WOOD FLOORING @ low prices. 
Call Arnold Laver 0121 533 5428. 


fencing 


PORTWfly 

Ffeimcimg 


SPECIAL OFFER 

10 Bays of quality fencing, concrete posts, 
gravel boards £69 S 
Heavy duty panels supplied & fitted. 


0121 531 5250 / 07866 137 656 
Mon - Fri 8am - 4.30pm 
Sat 8am -12noon 
83 Portway Rd, W'bury 


THANK YOU 
CLASSIFIEDS! 



“I am extremely happy 
with the service I get 
from my Express & 
Star Classified Sales 
Representatives and 
would recommend 
them to anyone! They 
have done a very 
professional job with 
my website so I get 
online enquiries as 
well now.” 

Michael- 
Portway Fencing 


For great business 
results call 

01902 319191 


ClassifiedAds 

Brought to you by Express & Star 

gardening ^ 
services 


GARDENS TIDIED from £5 per 

B arden. 25 years experience. Call 
1902 713106 / 07813 184086. 


gas fitting 


READERS ARE ADVISED 
To check that anyone 
carrying out any Gas work 
is Gas Safe Registered. 

It is an offence under the Gas 
Safety (Installation and Use) 
Regulations 1998 to carry out 
gas work in the UK without 
being on the Gas Safe Register. 

plastering 

v _ 


M & S PLASTERING & BUILDING 
Services. Home/Garden Improve¬ 
ments.Mark or Sara: 07741 770897 
STEVES PLASTERING SERVICE 

Clean and Reliable, All Work 
Undertaken, All Areas. Call 
0121 567 5919/ 07977 262943. 

\ 

removals 

\___ 


KT HOUSE REMOVALS 

12 years experience. 

SINGLE ITEMS TO FULL LOADS. 
LOCAL OR DISTANCE. FULLY INSURED. 

Free Quotes - Call Ric on: 

07771 727119 


CALL DEAN NOW: For all your 
Removal needs. 07429 453209/ 
01902 830870 / 01384 940260. 



We specialise in: 

New Roofing, Re Roofing, 
Leak Repairs, Emergency 
Repairs, Lead Work, 
Tiling and Slating. 

07935 595180 
www.stoppsandpage.co.uk 


rubbish removal 

v-1 

LETS TALK RUBBISH No Skips 
Needed.Load/Remove any Waste, 
House Clearance. 07969 628382 


V 


skip hire 




IMfaMiSaaiMBEIEE 

Sis 

All size skips and all areas covered 
Same day delivery faster than a phone call!!! 

Open 7 days a week 

07920 88 57 74 or 01384 24 09 56 


A 


Pets & 
Animals 



ALL READERS are advised to 
check if Horses, Donkeys or Ponies 
have the required Passport infor¬ 
mation. 

STABLE AND GRAZING to rent, 2 
large DIY stables on small yard, 
lighting and water, Codsall Wood. 

Telephone 07751 220983. 



NOTICE TO READERS 

Please be aware that when 
purchasing a puppy there are 
some simple guidelines you can 
follow to ensure that you are not 
purchasing from a Puppy 
Farmer: 

1. Try to ensure you visit the 
puppy whilst it is still with it’s 

Mother. 

2. Do not arrange to collect a 
puppy from any other location 

than that of the breeder. 

3. Ensure that you are given any 
KC documentation, if pedigree. 
Whilst Midland ISTews 
Association publications take 
great care to avoid publication 
of advertisements from Puppy 
Farmers we cannot accept any 

liability should readers 
purchase from this kind of 
establishment. 



ROSEDENE RESCUE 
CENTRE 

1, Radley Road, Rushall, 
Walsall. WS4 1LN. 

01922 627013. 

Open Monday to Saturday 
11am - 5pm. 

Sundays - Bank Holidays 
11am - 4pm. 

Takes in relinquished dogs 
from owners, all areas (if they 
are vet checked/up to date with 
jabs.) 

Donations of dog food, toys, 
bedding and vet Dills always 
appreciated. 



Business & 
L Farming 



READERS are recommended to 
take appropriate professional 
advice before entering into any 
obligations. 



*5V 

L 

Property 



NOTICE TO READERS 

Readers are advised to seek 
independent legal advice before 
entering into any financial commit¬ 
ments/contracts. 

NOTICE TO READERS 

It is an offence under the Accom¬ 
modation Agencies Act 1953, for an 
Agency to charge a fee simply for 
the registration of your require¬ 
ments and/or supplying particulars 
of premises to let. 


FLAT TO LET 
WEDNESFIELD 

Fully furnished, refurbished to 
high standard, with off road 
parking, would suit working 
gent, age 45+. 

£85pw including some bills. 
01902 304258. 


SMART SINGLE ROOMS in Shared 
house, Netherton. £85 p.w. inc. 
bills. No DSS. 2 weeks deposit. 
07940 116130. 

THREE BEDROOM Finchfield, CH, 
garage space, modernised. Two 
toilets, £600 pern. 01902 335683. 

TWO BEDROOM newly refurbished 
house Gornal with garden and 
parking for 2 cars, no DSS, 
£575pcm. 07854 825205 Sarah. 



TWO BEDROOM 
GROUNDFLOOR 
APARTMENT 

In Penn Village. 

£110,000 ono. 
01902 331155. 



NOTICE TO READERS 

Readers are advised to seek 
independent legal advice before 
entering into any financial commit¬ 
ments. 



Home Cash Buyer 

Sell today, sign today, complete when u wish 

£££ RENT BACK OPTIONS £££ 

Houses/Land Required 

Ring Paul 24/7 Local 07870 341 089 

Sandwell area: Call 0121 696 4154 
Walsall & Cannock area: Call 01922 432049 
Wolverhampton: Call 01902 489901 
www.homecashbuyer.co.uk 



FULLY RESIDENTIAL 
CHALET/BUNGALOW 

36x20 

Country location, very private 
with lounge, kitchen /diner, hall, 
3 bedrooms, double glazed, oil 
fired central heating, garden. 



THANK YOU 
CLASSIFIEDS! 

“I am really pleased 
with the response I 
get from my Classified 
Advertising! 

Our directory page on 
expressandstar.com has 
generated extra activity 
on our website.” 

Paul Westwood - Home Cash Buyer 

Classified! s 

Brought to you by Express & Star 


Telephone 
07535 905818 



courses 


o 

d 

BIRMINGHAM: 25-26 SEPT & 30 N0V.-1 DEC. 4 
STOKE: 2-3 SEPT. TELFORD: 23-24 OCT. JJ, 
WOLVERHAMPTON: 16-17 SEPT. 

Learn how to take blood 

TRAIN AS A PHLEB0T0MIST 

NATIONALLY RECOGNISED AND ACCREDITED 

Introduction to Phlebotomy 

TWO DAY COURSE - National UK Qualification 

NO PREVIOUS EXPERIENCE REQUIRED 

pen 

Formoreinfo GfAAnOAD 

ortobook: WWW. gCU|iCtUC .COIT1 

HIGH DEMAND IN: Hospitals ■ GP Surgeries ■ Clinics - Private Sector - Community ■ MOD | 




HYUNDAI GETZ 


2007, 48,890 Miles, black, abs, 
electric windows, air bag, air 
con, alarm, MoT, long MoT, 
central locking, pas, tax, 
Stereo, CD 

£850 ono 


Free 

IT’S FREE, IT’S EASY 

For items upto £250. 
Online at 

bookanad. 

expressandstar.co.uk 



FORD ESCORT 1.6LX 


N Reg., 
low mileage, 
long MoT, 
two owners, 
full electrics, 
good condition. 

£265 

07905 512032. 


07504 301925. 


BARGAIN 


MINI CONVERTIBLE 

54 Reg., 
blue, 1600cc, 
full MoT. 

Good condition, 

£1,450. 

07527 031128. 


BARGAIN 


NISSAN MICRA 

998 cc, automatic, pas, CD, 
long MoT, 80k, 1996, P reg, 

£325. 

07818 498054. 


CLASSIFIEDS 




“For over 30 years we 
have used Express & Star 
classified adverts which 
has resulted in many happy 
caravan owners!” 



“Wednesfield Carpentry 
& Gates are really pleased 
with their classified 
contract advertising 
response.” 


“I average around 10 phone 
calls a week from customers as 
a direct result of my Classified 
Advertising. I am very happy with 
my response levels. “ 


“We have been advertising in the 
Express & Star and Chronicles 
for over 20 years and consider it 
a key part of our business with 
the regular flow of calls, which 
our advertising generates. “ 


“I am extremely happy with 
the Service get from my 
Express & Star Classified Sales 
Representative and I would 
recommend them to anyone!” 


Call 01902 319191 


Brought to you by Express & Star 


1000s OF JOBS AT 
YOUR FINGER TIPS 

Register your CV today, visit: • 



WE CAN HELP YOU FIND I job^ALERTS 
YOUR PERFECT JOB! . CVMATC „, NS 


Halesowen Chronicle Thursday, August 3, 2017 
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Classified Ads 


MUST BE SEEN 


TOYOTA YARIS 1.3 

2005, 5dr hatchback. 

2 lady owners from new. 
full MoT, recently serviced. 
Service history. 
Immaculate condition. 
£1,950. 

07780 333067. 



HAVE YOU CHECKED your adver¬ 
tisement today? We would respect¬ 
fully remind advertisers that it is 
their responsibility to inform the 
publishers of any mistakes or inac¬ 
curacies on the first day of publica¬ 
tion. 



ALFA ROMEO 159 


2012, 96,000 miles, black, 
electric windows, air con, fsh, 
MoT, central locking, 1 owner, 
cruise control, 2 litre, diesel, 
Tl 170 bhp. 

£7,995 ono. 

07903 415531. 


FXCFt LENT 
CONDITION 


BMW Z4 2.5i CONVERTIBLE 

03 reg., 
long MoT, 
service history. 

£4,500 ono 
Ring for details 
01902 789993/ 

07773 260339. 



CHEVY CRUZ 


2011, 28,000 Miles, Black 1.6 
automatic,electric windows, air 
bag, air con, fsh, alarm, long 
MoT, central locking, tax, 
Stereo, CD 
£3,000 ono 
01902736965 


ECONOMICAL 


CITROEN BELLINGO MULTI 
SPACE 1.4 LPG 

06 reg., 

12 months MoT, 
red, 83,000 miles, 
new shockers and windscreen, 
good condition. 

Cheap to run. 

£1,600 

07988 273136. 


BARGAIN 


FIAT DOBLOI.3 DIESEL 

Low mileage 
MoT. 

£1,695. 

07940150540. 


MUST BE SEEN 


HONDA JAZZ AUTO 1.4 

56 reg, 

second owner from new, 
69,000 miles, FSH, 
MoT 6 months, 
aircon. 

£2,195 ono 
07968 444189/ 
01902 428190. 



HONDA JAZZ l-VTEC EXCVT 


2012, 9,000 miles, blue, auto, 
superb condition. Panoramic 
roof. Top spec, fsh. Genuine 
reason for sale. 

£7,300 ono. 

07931 562064. 



HYUNDAI 110 1.1 L CLASSIC 

Petrol, 5 door, 2008, 23,700 
miles, blue, electric windows, 
air bag, air con, long MoT, 
central locking, pas, CD, 
parking sensors. 

£2,395. 

07789 988655. 


PRESTIGE 


MERCEDES E350 CDi SE 
AUTO COUPE 

2009, panoramic glass sunroof, 
comand sat nav, memory 
package, 17ins alloys, 6 disc 
CD/ DVD changer, 130k with 
FSH, 

May PX for cheaper car. 
£8,950 ono 
07836 204450 / 
deolsuk@hotmail.co.uk 



TOYOTA COROLLA AUTO 

2006, automatic 57,654 Miles, 
Met black, electric windows and 
mirrors,air con,alarm, new mot, 
, central locking, one owner, 
pas, Alloys, Colour Collection 
£2,999 ono 
01902858958 



VAUXHALLASTRA 

2009, 42,600 Miles, convertible 
grey, abs, electric windows, air 
bag, electric mirrors, alarm, 
long MoT, full Vauxhall s/h, 

£2,800 

07940198062. 


MUST BE SEEN 


VOLVO S60 D5 SE 

54 reg, metallic, 
leather heated electric seats, 
xenon lights, 
premium sound, 6CD, 
60,000 miles from new, 
one owner, 
immaculate. 

£2,500 ono 
01902 380424. 



WANTED, CLASSIC Car. Private 
cash buyer. Any condition, anything 
considered. 

01630 652993 or 07773 462797. 



VAUXHALL MOVANO CREW CAB 

Tipper, 2006, 3 months MoT. 
£1,600 ono. 01902 895526. 



OUR ADVERTISERS are reminded 
that it is an offence under the Scrap 
Metal Dealers Act 2013 to buy 
scrap cars/metal for cash. 


ABC AUTO SALVAGE 
WANTED URGENT 

Scrap & MOT Failures Best 
Prices Paid ELV Registered 
Spares Always Available 

0121 557 0800 or 
0121 557 0400. 
Oldbury Area. 



alan reed cars 


Used cars wanted for cash 
Top prices paid. HP settled. 
Buyer could call. 

01562 711083 / 
07831 245313 


CROWN MOTORS guarantee best 
price for your unwanted cars/vans. 
07903 549849, buyer will call. 



Local 

Jnformation 



Dudley Metropolitan Borough Council 
www.dudley.gov.uk 
Licensing Act 2003 
Notice of application for a Club 
Premises Certificate 
(Section 71 of the Act) 

Name of applicant or Club: The Yeltz Bar. 
Name & Address of premises or club: Old Mawne 
Lane, Halesowen, West Midlands, B63 3TB 
Statement of Relevant Licensable Activities or 
Relevant Qualifying Club Activities which it is 
proposed will be carried on or from the premises. 
The Yeltz Bar has submitted an application to Dudley 
Council to obtain a club premises certificate. The 
licensable activities will include the performance 
of live music and recorded music on the given days 
and times below: 

Monday to Friday - 23:00 to Midnight 

Saturday-23:00 to 1:00 

Sunday - 23:00 to Midnight 

Christmas Eve -19:00 to Midnight 

New Years Eve-19:00 to 3:00 

New Years Day, Good Friday, Easter Monday, May 

Bank Holiday, Spring Bank Holiday, Summer Bank 

Holiday-19:00 to Midnight 

The licensable activities will also include the supply 

of alcohol and the sale by retail of alcohol on the 

given days and times below: 

Monday to Friday -11:00 to Midnight 

Saturday-11:00 to 1:00 

Sunday-11:00 to Midnight 

Christmas Eve -19:00 to Midnight 

New Years Eve -11:00 to 4:00 

New Years Day, Good Friday, Easter Monday, May 

Bank Holiday, Spring Bank Holiday, Summer Bank 

Holiday-19:00 to Midnight 

Non Standard hours will be: 

Christmas Day-11:00 to 16:00 
The full application can be inspected by contacting 
the Licensing Section (see below) between the 
hours of 9.00am and 4.30pm (Monday to Friday 
except public holidays). An on-line summary of the 
application can be viewed on www.dudley.gov.uk 
Any representations by a Responsible Authority or 
Interested Party must be made in writing between 
19th July 2017 and 17th August 2017. 

To Assistant Director of Law & Governance, 
Licensing Services, Unit 1 Hurst Business Park, 
NarrowboatWay, Brierley Hill, DY51UF 
It is an offence knowingly or recklessly to 
make a false statement in connection with an 
application and the maximum fine for which a 
person is liable on summary conviction for the 
offence is £5,000. 


MARGARET ROSE BLUNT 
(Deceased) 

Pursuant to the Trustee Act 1925 any persons 
having a claim against or an interest in the Estate of 
the aforementioned deceased, late of 9 Ridgefield 
Road Halesowen West Midlands B62 8NE, who 
died on 02/06/2017, are required to send particulars 
thereof in writing to the undersigned Executor on or 
before 13/10/2017, after which date the Estate will 
be distributed having regard only to claims and 
interests of which they have had notice. 

Mr J Blunt 

55 High Haden Road Cradley Heath 

West Midlands B64 7PJ T507803 


LEGAL/ PUBLIC NOTICES 

For convenience you 
may fax any advertising 
requirements to 

Marie Hogg on 
01902 713146 


or email marie.hogg@ 
expressandstar.co.uk 

(remember to include a 
name/contact number for 
confirmation of receipt) 
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Personals 





ATTRACTIVE lonely Female 
seeking broadminded males within 
a 20 mile radius. 01902 489 181. 


LOOK 

GENUINE, CARING, SLIM 
ATTRACTIVE MAN, 54 

Would like to meet genuine 
lady, 40-60 for friendship and 
evenings out. 

Box Number P20875, 
Express and Star, 
Queen Street, 


Wolverhampton, WV1 1ES. 



BILBROOK JUNIORS FC 
U15’S 11 A-SIDE 

Walsall Junior Youth League 
2017/18 Season. 

Playing Sunday afternoons. 
We are looking for players with 
good technical ability in all 
positions. 

Please reply with your player 
profile, age, position and teams 
played for. 

Trials held on Saturday, 
August 19, 10am to 12 noon at 
Bilbrook FC. 

Please call or email 
to book a place 
Brin on 07827 873439 
ki rkcam @ outlook.com 
or garth.bood@ 
middleton-paper.com 


# % 

%♦# 

PLAYERS REQUIRED 


WOLVERHAMPTON UTD 
TITANS UNDER 16S 


2017/2018 looking for 2 or 3 
players to stregthen squad. 


For more information call 
Wayne on 07814 635394. 



PLAYERS WANTED 

Under 16’s and Manager, also 
under 8’s for the forthcoming 
Season. 

Please call Paul Harrison 
07837109131 or email 

wolvessporting@yahoo.co.uk 


BUY 

LOCAL 

SELL 

LOCAL 

01902 317878 



ClassifiedAds 


Express ft Slur 


Here’s how to use your dating service ... 


DATING 


YOUR regional dating service, run by the 
dating experts who have been established 
since 1990. REAL people in YOUR region 


To Reply to members 
call: 


your advert call: your ad by text 

0844 381 5936 Simply text followed by your first name, date Q906 500 3955 

follow the simple instructions. You will also of birth . area and your advert (max 155 characters) 

get £10 SMS CHAT CREDIT and sencg^g||g§E Standard Network rates apply. ca || s CQSt £1 55 per min p | us your 

phone company's access charge. 

YOU can now Date ONLINE or via your mobile just visit: 


http://dating.expressandstar.com 


THE biggest UK on-line database of 17 million UK REAL users waiting to meet you., visit. 


written down and do key-it-in 
promptly when asked. Don't forget 
to leave contact details for replies. 


love it! 


To Reply 

by text: 

Dates in YOUR region 

Text... REPLY26 (leave space) box number (leave 
space) and then enter your message & send to 
80098 eg: REPLY26 123456 hi get in touch... 
then send to 80098 Successfully received mes¬ 
sages cost £1.50 per SMS received (Max 160 
characters). You must exchange 7 messages each 
before you can swap contact details. Messages 
may be moderated for your safety and security. 

Been left a message? 
Pickup your replies on: 

0906 500 3957 

calls cost £1.55 per min plus 
your phone company's access 


http://dating.expressandstar.com 


Single Women 


REMEMBER: Calls cost £1.55 per 
minute plus your phone company’s 
access charge. Texts cost £1.50 per 
message received._ 


PEGGY young 58, married but lone¬ 
ly, WLTM a nice man similar age for 
days, evenings out and friendship. 

Text only replies. Mailbox: 
6025217 ft 

KATIE 35yrs, slender well educated 
brunette seeks no strings mutual 
pleasure with gent 40+ Must be 
discreet, married or single. ACA. Tel: 
0906 515 3003 Box 419673 
FEMALE 66, smoker, enjoys music, 
TV, meals out/in, looking for male, 
68-75, for friendship maybe more. 
Text only replies. Mailbox: 
4416972 i 

JANE, young 41, very broadminded 
seeks chap any age for discreet no 
strings fun, any age, no time wasters 
ACA. Tel: No: 0906 515 3011 Box: 
409715 

JAN 40s, small outgoing affection¬ 
ate blonde, likes cuddles, seeks 
romantic male to share special 
times and bring sunshine into her 
life. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
428089 ft 

SOPHIA young 40yrs, married but 
bored, seeks discreet adult fun, any 
area, all calls answered. Tel: 0906 
515 3019 Box: 413399 
MARY 46, shy curvy brunette look¬ 
ing for someone to be a good fun 
friend, to laugh with and love. Tel 
No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
428073ft 

EMILY, mature well educated lady, 
blonde and smart and broadminded 
seeks gent any age for no strings 
fun. ACA. Tel: 0906 515 3023 Box 
421375 

ATTRACTIVE lady 61yrs young. 
Looking for friendship, maybe more 
with genuine gent. I’m feminine and 
curvy. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box 
No: 428157(1 

TAMIKA, mature black beauty, 
hourglass figure and open minded. 
Pis call if you are discreet, broad 
minded and nice. I can travel and 
accommodate. ACA. Tel: 0906 515 
3007 Box 422365 
CHRISTINE, 60 something lady, 
blue eyed blonde. Sincere, solvent 
and kind. Call me if you are interest¬ 
ed in meeting up. Looks unimpor¬ 
tant. Must be N/S. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 428155 ft 
SAMANTHA, 35yrs, attractive 
brunette with own business, seeks 
adventurous gent for casual 
relationship. Tel: 0906 515 3035 Box 
425979 

CAROL, attractive lady 55yrs 
young, slim, tanned, brunette. If you 
are genuine and looking to date then 
call or text me. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 4281531 
TAMARA, 44yrs, beautiful Indian 
lady seeks a Muslim gent 40+ Tel 
No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
428147 ft 

HARRIETT 42yrs, blue eyed 
brunette with long lets and decent 
curves! Looking for a cheeky 
adventurous man for fun only. I live 
alone so can accommodate and can 
travel. Discretion assured. ACA. 
Give me a try. Tel: 0906 515 3031 
Box 426205 

GENUINE caring lady 65yrs, varied 
interests, solvent, loves life, femi¬ 
nine, WLTM gent of any age for life’s 
pleasures. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No: 428151 ft 
CARMEL, open minded naughty 
lady seeks a broad minded strict man 
to unleash her wilder side. Age/looks 
unimportant but no time wasters 
please. Tel: 0906 515 3043 Box 
426851 


RACHAEL, 50yrs, blue-eyed attrac¬ 
tive lady, loves films, music and 
home life. WLTM gent 50-70yrs. 
ACA or text. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No: 428149 I 
CAROLINE, 42yrs, well educated, 
sophisticated "some call me posh" 
married lady, looking for no strings 
midweek liaisons. Tel: 0906 515 
3027 Box 427533 

TINA, 47yrs, GSOH and good figure 
with average looks. I want a similar 
man, GSOH looks unimportant. Age 
is but a number. I have no car but 
can accommodate. Text Only. Box: 
4145368 I 

IF you are interested in meeting an 
attractive black lady then please call 
me. I’m Nikki, 57yrs, attractive, inter¬ 
ested and kind. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 4281451 
JANE, new to area, hoping to meet 
an older gent. I am 38yrs, brunette 
with boyish leggy figure. N/S with 
GSOH. I've a good job and small flat 
which I own. Text Only. Box: 
4099268 (I 

SLIM attractive lady, 59yrs, femi¬ 
nine, kind, loves life. Call me or text 
me your number and let’s meet up. 

Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
428143 I 

MANDY, 64yrs but still fit and sexy. 
Hoping to meet younger local lad for 
good daytime fun. Chats and texts 
any time. Text Only. Box: 4050784 

i) 

ATTRACTIVE widow, attractive, 
blonde, GSOH, solvent with good 
figure. All that’s missing is a nice 
man 60+. Call me if you are interest¬ 
ed. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
428139 ft 

MICHELLE, 37, pretty, very fit, well 
travelled seeks active, broadminded 
male to share new experiences and 
adventures with. ACA. Tel No: 0906 
500 3955 Box No: 427897 ft 
CAROL, 60 something lady with a 
wicked sense of humour, please call 
or text for more info. I promise to 
reply to all callers. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 428141 ft 
PAULINE, 59yrs, nurse who loves 
her uniform! I’m married but work 
odd hours so can meet easily. ACA. 
Text Only. Box: 41102831 
TRACY, 68yrs, recently retired and 
has time on her hands. Would love 
to meet a much much much younger 
chap for carefree times. Text Only. 
Box: 4006039 ft 

LADY, 63, WLTM a gentleman of 
similar age, for friendship and out¬ 
ings. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box 
No: 428029 

HELLO, my name is Pia, I am a very 
petite, kind and respectful Asian girl, 
hoping to meet an older white man. 
I’m 23yrs old and have just moved 
her. Text Only. Box: 4177099 ft 
ATTRACTIVE, slim brunette, 54, 
widow, kind, caring, romantic, 
enjoys the arts, sightseeing, dining 
out, seeks professional gent with 
GSOH and family values, with mutu¬ 
al interests. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No: 428013 

GEORGINA, 50s, attractive, happy 
blonde, loves sport, theatre, seeks 
intelligent, lively male to share the 
fun side of life with. Tel No: 0906 
500 3955 Box No: 428053 ft 
SUE 53, voluptuous, outgoing, cud¬ 
dly and bubbly, loves a joke and just 
wants fun, flirting and laughter in her 
life again, seeks her Mr Charming. 
Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
427913ft 

MICHELLE, 28yrs blue eyed blonde 
with busty figure. I’m very mature for 
my age and hope to meet a man to 
care for. I’m willing to please. Call or 
text me and I will get straight back to 
you. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box 
No:427649 ft 


EMMA 56, active and always on the 
go, seeks fit, active, country loving 
guy who shares passion for the out¬ 
doors. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box 
No: 427811 ft 

ATTRACTIVE lady, 57yrs, great 
sense of humour, now looking for 
good times and good memories. 
Hoping to meet gent any age. ACA. 

Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
427883 ft 

GEMMA, 25yrs, green eyed 
brunette lady, loves to read raunchy 
books so has a huge imagination, 
hoping to expand upon it in real life. 
Call me. ACA. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 427881 ft 
ATTRACTIVE lonely widow, mid 
70s seeking gent for friendship. Pis 
call or text. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No: 427879 ft 
STUNNINGLY attractive black lady, 
50s, with blissful imagination, you 
have to call to hear what’s on offer, 
you won’t be sorry!! Tel No: 0906 
500 3955 Box No: 427877 ft 
CULTURED lady with wicked sense 
of humour, late 60s seeking humor¬ 
ous man for purposeful relationship. 
Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
427875 ft 

ATTRACTIVE lady, 51yrs, loves the 
countryside, walking, fun times. 
WLTM a genuine man for romance, 
relationship. Call or text me. Tel No: 
0906 500 3955 Box No: 427873 ft 
RACHAEL, 42yrs, naughty girl who 
needs lots of pleasure. Call me. 
ACA. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box 
No:427871 ft 

PAM, 40, cuddly feminine young 
looking female, OHAC, financially 
secure, looking for fun times without 
complications with likeminded male. 

Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
427753 ft 


Single Men 

JACK 23, single, tall, young looking 
guy, kind and respectful, seeking 
female age/looks not important for 
mutual NSA fun. Text only replies. 
Mailbox: 6026038 ft 
MALE 64, fit, non-smoker, looking 
for NSA fun with lady, any age. I am 
kind and caring but miss the touch of 
a woman. Text only replies. 
Mailbox: 6025714 ft 
TALL, dark, attractive male, 56, 6ft, 
WLTM an attractive female, any 
age, for discreet fun and intimate 
times. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box 
No:428109ft 

FUN loving Irish man, seeks rela¬ 
tionship, for fun times and going out. 
Please get in touch. Tel No: 0906 
500 3955 Box No: 428077 ft 
MALE, 47, fit, slim, honest man, 
seeking nice, slim, honest lady for 
LTR, going out for drinks and having 
good times together. Tel No: 0906 
500 3955 Box No: 427923 ft 
MALE, dark hair, dark eyes, slim, 
47, likes walking, camping, pubs, 
dancing, looking for a slim, honest 
lady, for fun times and LTR. Tel No: 
0906 500 3955 Box No: 427831 
MALE, dark hair, dark eyes, slim, 
47, likes walking, camping, pubs, 
dancing, looking for a slim, honest 
lady, for fun times and LTR. Tel No: 
0906 500 3955 Box No: 427831 ft 
I am Kev, 57, looking for a lady in my 
life. Text only replies. Mailbox: 
6023170ft 

SHAUN, 50, honest, reliable, 
OHOC, employed, animal lover, 
likes walks in the country, meals out 
in country pubs, walking my dogs, 
looking for my soul mate. If you 
would like to know more get in 
touch. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box 
No:427497 ft 


JAY, attractive, 6ft2, single father, 
loves a laugh and a giggle, looking 
for a lady for evenings out, company 
and maybe more. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 424303 
MARK, 25yrs, 6ft6in, tall, good slim 
body with my own place. Seeks 
older lady who is still up for it. Txt 
me. Text only replies. Mailbox: 
5979541 ft 

GENTLEMAN, kind, considerate, 
tactile, thoughtful and caring, hob¬ 
bies include growing fuschias and 
vintage tractors, looking for a coun¬ 
try girl, someone with no plans of 
grandeur. Truth and trust number 1 
as I trust you so you tell me the 
truth, and vice versa. Looking for 
someone to hold and love forever. 
Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
427791 ft 

SINGLE male, 43, looking for 
female friends for txt, phone chats, 
maybe more. Text only replies. 
Mailbox: 6017886 ft 
MALE, 47, fit, slim, honest man, 
seeking nice, slim, honest lady for 
LTR, going out for drinks and having 
good times together. Tel No: 0906 
500 3955 Box No: 427923 ft 
MALE 40s, 5ft 8ins, brown hair, 
seeks lovely honest girl for fun and 
friendship please. Text only 
replies. Mailbox: 6018513 ft 
MARK 40s, from the Birmingham 
area WLTM a female, any nationali¬ 
ty, for LTR. Text only replies. 
Mailbox: 6016342 ft 
MALE, 50, brown hair, brown eyes, 
average looks, 16 and a half stone, 
good sense of humour, animal lover 
with loads of love and security to 
give to the right person. Tel No: 
0906 500 3955 Box No: 418783 
HI my name is Jay. I’m looking for a 
lady to have a lovely evening with, 
maybe once or twice a week. 
Looking forward to hearing from you 
soon. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box 
No: 427927 ft 

MALE 5ft 8ins, average looks, seek¬ 
ing genuine, honest, caring female. 

Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
413945 

HI my name is Ben. I am 43 years 
old, 5ft7, slim build, smart dresser, 
looking for a bored similar lady for 
naughty texting. Text only Replies. 
Mailbox: 6007244 ft 
PHIL 55, divorced, 5ft lOins, slim, 
OHAC, seeks female, 18 plus for 
discreet adult fun. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 401875 
GENUINE 56yr old male, divorced, 
OHAC, looking for nice lady for 
friendship, maybe more. 
Wolverhampton. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 405551 
GENUINE maieT57rOHAC, looking 

for female, any race, status and age 
for no strings discreet fun. Tel No: 
0906 500 3955 Box No: 411461 
MALE 57, OHAC, discreet, seeks 
no strings fun with younger female. 
Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
414991 

MALE, 51, 5ft11, romantic, sporty, 
seeks lady for holidays, meals out, 
concerts, cinema and theatre and to 
share good times. All calls 
answered. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No: 427841 ft 
TALL, dark, attractive male, 57, 
WLTM an attractive female for dis¬ 
creet daytime fun, 25-50. Can travel. 
ACA. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box 
No: 425759 ft 

COLIN, five foot eight, blue eyes, 
bundle of fun to be around, likes 
growing fuchsias for showing, vin¬ 
tage tractor for showing, weekends 
away, going out and staying in 
WLTM a lady for friendship/LTR. Tel 
No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
420089 

ANDY 58, single, self-employed, fit, 
WLTM attractive fashionable lady, 
non-smoker, who likes to keep in 
shape, for friendship. Text only 
replies. Mailbox: 5503219 ft 


REMEMBER: Calls cost £1.55 per 
minute plus your phone company’s 
access charge. Texts cost £1.50 per 
message received._ 


Customer support 

Call 0207 720 7130 Monday - Friday 10am - 4pm 
or email us at support@jmediauk.co.uk 


http://dating.expressandstar.com 


CALL CHARGES*: DATING 18+ and have the bill payer’s permission. 0844 calls cost 7 pence per min, 090 calls cost £1.55 per min, plus your phone com¬ 
pany’s access charge. Calls are recorded and may appear on your bill. TEXT*: Text alerts are charged at £1.50 per week. To unsubscribe to text alerts, text 
DATING STOP to 63333. To cancel free match alerts, text STOP to 07781474042. For full T&Cs go to www.localdates-terms.co.uk/. REPLY BY TEXT*: 
80098/89990 costs £1.50 per SMS received (max 150 characters). Guaranteed up to 4 messages for each message you send, Service only available where 
phone icon shown. Messages are moderated. Minimum 7 messages must be sent before contact details can be exchanged. This service is not computer gen¬ 
erated. All messages are responded to by real service users. No meetings can be guaranteed. If arranging a meeting be sure to choose a public space and 
do not give personal details to people you have not met. To STOP text stop to 80098/89990. Service provided by No Goats Ltd. Help: 0207 720 7130. ALL 
SERVICES*: By texting any shortcode you consent to the owner of that shortcode sending you the occasional marketing message. To opt out of receiving 
these send NO INFO to 80098. DATA PROTECTION: Service provided by JMedia UK Ltd, RH16 3EG, 0207 720 7130. We will collect the details you provide 
and may send you details of other services and events operated by us. We may pass your details onto this newspaper for marketing or PhonePayPlus for 
regulatory purposes. Advertisers may come from our national database and from our pdc app, your ad may also appear on our dating app. wc. 31/07/17 
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To infinity and far beyond 
in headturner from Infiniti 



The curves make the car sleek and confident 


By Andy Richardson 

“Who made this car?” 

A couple of fellas were walking through the park. They’d 
approached Infiniti Q50 - aka The Beast - slowly, like 
hunters stalking deer. They’d marvelled at its admirable 
grill, discreetly wondering whether they might smash open 
their pension pots and blow them on the sleek, black, 
Panther-esque lines. 

And then they’d walked along its flanks, surreptitiously 
steeling a glance of the elongated bodywork, like men 
stealing a glance of the prettiest girl at the bar. When they 
reached the bumper, they stopped, pretending their dog 
had found something interesting in the grass, but all the 
while training their eyes on The Beast’s ample booty. 

“Who made it?” they asked, when I appeared from the 
driver’s side. 

I wanted to say ‘a robot in Sunderland’, but that would 
have seemed churlish. So I said Nissan. Nissan? Get that. 
The company that used to make the Datsun Cherry. 

They did a double take, imagining I’d got it wrong and 
that The Beast was, in fact, by a German or American 
manufacturer. But, no, Nissan it was. The Japanese 
automotive manufacturer has a luxury brand - in much the 
same way that Lexus and Toyota are bound at the hip. And 
it competes with German rivals from BMW and Mercedes 
Benz in the luxury end of the market. 

The curves certainly look Germanic. Sleek and 
confident, they make an instant impression. And the 
things that go on under the bonnet are equally enjoyable, 
making the Q50 a dream. 

It’s a car that fits into the UK’s lucrative prestige saloon 
market, alongside the Audi A4, BMW 3-series and 
Mercedes C-class. It’s fun to drive - slip it into Sport-l¬ 
and it shoots out of the traces like an underfed greyhound 
chasing an overfed hare. The rev counter rises faster than 
a rocket on Bonfire Night as it tears up the road, chewing 
tarmac like Augustus Gloop with a chocolate bar - or, 
more accurately, hitting 0-60 in 5.1 seconds. 

Knock it down to Eco, to save both polar bears and 
the time spent at the filling station, and it still offers 


knock-your-socks-off acceleration while offering decent 
economy at 42.2 mpg. Happy Days; Q50 is a fast car with 
a 3-litre engine that doesn’t melt the Larsen C Ice Shelf 
into hundreds of tiny icebergs. 

The technology is responsive and puts the fun into long 
journeys. A multimedia pack offers an Infiniti navigation 
system with traffic information and DAB. Bluetooth, a 
voice recognition system and a visibility pack that offers 
something smart called Around View Monitor-with 
moving object detection and parking guidance - makes 
it feel as though there’s a co-pilot looking out for you on 
every mile of the road. 

The infotainment package provides similar levels of 
luxury, with Bluetooth audio streaming, a BOSE Premium 
audio system, 14-speaker sound system, Active Noise 
Control and the normal USB/iPod connectivity, with an 
additional AUX-in RCA. 

Safety and security were top of the list when the 


boffins at 050 HO were designing their dirty black beast 
of a car. Opposed calliper sport brakes provide reassuring 
security hwile the A50 is fitted with six airbags, a hill start 
assist, an inbuilt tyre pressure monitoring system, auto 
dimming rear view mirror and vehicle security system with 
engine immobiliser. Then there’s a blind spot warning 
system, lane departure prevention, predictive forward 
collision warning and distance control assistance. 

All of which makes the Infiniti Q50 an empowering 
drive that combines power with precision, subtlety with 
style, comfort with out-and-out grunt. With supermodel 
looks and Silicon Valley-esque technology, it’s a power- 
punching all-rounder that dukes it out with its more 
illustrious peers in a reasonably prestigious category. 

The fellas in the park had never seen anything like it. But, 
judging by their questions about price, performance and 
the location of the nearest dealership, at least one was 
thinking of seeing a lot more of it. 



Prepare well before getting in the car 


Where the children 
are number one 

The summer holidays are here and many families 
will be packing for success as they set off to enjoy and 
travel. These tips give advice on driving with children 
from 1AM RoadSmart’s head of driving and riding 
standards, Richard Gladman. 

Be patient. 

Sometimes children can drive parents potty but it is 
important to remain calm and keep them entertained. 
Playing games whilst travelling and keeping them 
occupied is always a recipe for success Make sure all 
their tech is working before you set off. A flat battery on 
a phone can be major disaster for today’s connected 
kids 

Pack for success. 

Make sure you have a food bag with goodies for the 
best behaved but avoid too much sugar. Fruit and 
water are best. Also carry wet wipes and spare clothes 
that are easy to access within the car The right car 
seat will keep your child safe and comfortable. Check 
out the Good Egg guide http://www.goodeggcarsafety. 
com/ for the latest information 

Know your journey. 

The worst thing is being lost with a grumpy child in 
the back. Know the correct stop-off points so you know 
when you can take breaks, so the children can get out 
and stretch their legs . Children need regular stops - 
never go more than two hours without a stop. For very 
young babies too long in a car seat can be stressful, so 
factor this in when you plan your journey 

Set off early. 

Travelling long distances with little ones can be 
nightmare. If you set off early and take your time as 
opposed to rushing to your destination the journey 
will be miles smoother. But, remember driving when 
you would normally be asleep is a risk factor, so make 
sure you are fully awake by taking frequent breaks and 
sharing the driving 


Official stopping distances 
queried by safety charity 


Official stopping distances listed in 
the Highway Code are inaccurate, a 
road safety charity has claimed. 

Brake has published research that 
suggests official figures for stopping 
distances underestimate the reaction 
times of drivers. 

Conducted by the Transport 
Research Laboratory on behalf of the 
charity, the research showed that the 
average thinking time for motorists to 
respond to emergency situations is 1.5 
seconds — more than twice the 0.67 
seconds the Highway Code sets out. 

As a result, the average total stopping 
distance — including thinking and 
braking distance — is 34 metres at 
30mph, 11 metres further than stated in 
the Highway Code. 

Jason Wakeford, spokesman for 
Brake, said: “These figures suggest 
stopping distances taught to new 
drivers in the Highway Code fall 
woefully short. 

“Even though car braking technology 
has improved in recent years, the 
majority of the overall stopping 
distance at most speeds is actually 
made up of the time taken to perceive 


the hazard and react. The research 
shows that average thinking time is 
more than double that set out in the 
Highway Code.” 

A true understanding of how long it 
takes to stop a car in an emergency 
is one of the most important lessons 
for new drivers. Understanding true 
average thinking time reminds all 
drivers how far their car will travel 
before they begin to brake - as well as 
highlighting how any distraction in the 
car which extends this time, like using 
a mobile phone, could prove fatal. 

“Brake is calling on the Government 
to increase the stopping distances 
in the Highway Code as a matter of 
urgency.” 

In response, a Department for 
Transport spokesperson said: “We 
have some of the safest roads in the 
world and we are always looking at 
ways to make them safer. 

“Stopping distances in the Highway 
Code are intended to inform motorists 
of the thinking and braking time 
needed to stop a vehicle at different 
speeds. We will carefully consider 
these findings.” 




ChipsAway a 

Scratches and scuffs won’t dent your pocket 


✓Bumper scuffs /Kerbed alloys 


✓Paintwork scratches 

Local: 01384 429568 
Mobile: 07500 858428 

Email us: halesowen.stourbridge@chipsaway.co.uk 

www.chipsawayhalesowenandstourbridge.co.uk 
Visit us: Unit 9 Lye Valley Industrial Estate, 
Bromley Street, Lye DY9 8HX 


✓Dented panels 


Free Estimates Lifetime Guarantee Most Repairs Completed in One Day 
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MOTORING 



Reliability counts for more than good looks 


Perfect family driving mile 
after mile in this Suzuki 



Low Mileage Now 

14 Toyota Yaris 1.33 WT-i lcon+ Red Only 6000 Miles 

14 Citroen C3 Picasso 1.6 VTi 16V Excl EGS6 Blue 7000 Miles £8,695 

14 Seat Leon Diesel 1.6 TDI SE 5dr DSG Tech Blue 7000 Miles £9,995 

63 Ford Focus Diesel 1.6 TDCi 115 Zetec Red Only 11000 Miles £8,295 

14 Citroen Cl Hatchback 1,0i Edition 3dr Blue Only 11000 Miles 

Citroen 

59 Citroen C3 Picasso Diesel 1.6 HDi 16V Exclusive Red 15k £5,795 

14 Citroen C3 Picasso Diesel 1.6 HDi 8V VTR+ Red 30k 

12 Citroen C3 Picasso Diesel Estate 1.6 HDi 8V VTR+ Grey 30k £5,495 

12 Citroen C4 Grand Picasso 1.6 e-HDi Air VTR+ EGS6 Grey 32k 
09 Citroen C4 Grand Picasso 1.6HDi 16V VTR+ EGS Silver 69k 

14 Citroen C4 Picasso 1.6 e-HDi 115 Airdream VTR+ Silver 17k £8,995 

14 Citroen C4 Picasso 1.6 e-HDi 115 Exclusive+ Red 62k £8,995 

11 Citroen C4 Picasso Diesel 1.6 HDi VTR+ Silver 45k £5,995 

06 Citroen C6 2.7 HDi V6 Exclusive 4dr Auto White 79k 

58 Citroen C6 2.7 HDi V6 Lignage 4dr Auto White 64K 

57 Citroen C6 Diesel 2.7 HDi V6 Exclusive 4dr Auto Grey 73k 

59 Citroen C6 Diesel 2.7 HDi V6 Exclusive 4dr Auto Silver 

57 Citroen C6 Diesel 2.7 HDi V6 Lignage 4dr Auto Black £7,295 

14 Citroen Gr C4 Picasso 1.6 e-HDi 115 Excl+ ETG6 Blue 21k £12,795 

15 Citroen Gr C4 Picasso 1.6 e-HDi 115 Excl+ ETG6 Red 44k £12,495 

Ford 

15 Ford B-max Hatchback 1.6 Zetec Powershift Blue 16k £8,695 

13 Ford C-max Diesel Estate 1.6 TDCi Zetec Blue 33k £7,695 

14 Ford C-max Diesel Estate 1.6 TDCi Zetec Brown 19k £8,695 

63 Ford Fiesta Hatchback 1.0 EcoBoost Zetec Blue 19k £7,795 

58 Ford Fiesta Hatchback 1.25 Zetec 3dr [82] Red 23k £4,795 

13 Ford Fiesta Hatchback 1.6 Zetec Powershift Yellow 32k 

63 Ford Focus Diesel 1.6 TDCi 115 Zetec Black 32k £7,795 

62 Ford Focus Diesel Hatchback 1.6 TDCi 115 Zetec White 89k £5,995 

14 Ford Grand C-max Diesel 1.6 TDCi Titanium Black 53k 

14 Ford Grand C-max Diesel Estate 1.6 TDCi Zetec Silver 18k 

Nissan 

14 Nissan Note 1.2 DiG-S Acenta Premium Blue 50k £6,495 

63 Nissan Note 1.5 dCi Acenta Premium 5dr Grey 31 k £6,795 

14 Nissan Qashqai 1.2 DiG-T Acenta [Smart Vision] Black 33k £10,995 

14 Nissan Qashqai 1.5 dCi Acenta [Smart Vision Pack] Grey 57k £10,495 

60 Nissan Qashqai Diesel 1.5 dCi [110] Tekna Beige 48k £8,995 

62 Nissan Qashqai Hatchback 1.6 [117] Acenta Black 31 k 
Peugeot 

63 Peugeot 2008 1.6 e-HDi Active EGC Brown 21 k £7,995 

57 Peugeot 207 Sw Estate 1.4 VTi S 5dr Black 91 k £1,995 

63 Peugeot 208 Hatchback 1.6 VTi Allure Auto Grey 40k £6,995 

11 Peugeot 3008 Diesel Estate 1.6 HDi 112 Sport Silver 75k 

14 Peugeot 3008 Diesel Estate 1.6 HDi Active Grey 16k 

14 Peugeot 3008 Diesel Estate 1.6 HDi Active Grey 17k £8,995 

13 Peugeot 308 Diesel 1.6 HDi 92 Access Silver 71k £3,995 

Vauxhall 

58 Vauxhall Combo 1.3 CDTi Auto With Access Ramp Silver 81 k £2,495 

60 Vauxhall Insignia 2.0 CDTi ecoFLEX SE [160] Blue 125k 

14 Vauxhall Insignia Sp Tourer 2.0 CDTi [140] Elite Nav Green 16k 
14 VauxhallExclusiv Blue 19k 


£6,995 

£5,995 

£11,995 

£9,795 


62 Vauxhall Meriva Estate 1,4i 16V SE Grey 23k 
65--Vauxhall Mokka Diesel 1.6 CDTi ecoFLEX SE Black 22k 
14*~Vauxhall Mokka Hatchback 1.6i SE Blue 21k 
14 Vauxhall Zafira 1.7 CDTi ecoFLEX Design Nav [110] Brown 42k 

63 Vauxhall Zafira Diesel Tourer 2.0 CDTi eco Exclusiv Brown 43k 

Sales Line Open Till 10pm Tonight 
Call Steve 07747 633329 


£8,295 

£8,995 

£10,495 

£8,795 

£5,495 

£6,295 

£6,495 

£5,995 

£8,295 

£3,995 

£9,495 

£9,495 

£6,495 

£9,995 

£8,995 

£7,995 

£6,995 

£7,695 

£13,295 

£12,795 

£8,995 

£7,995 

£8,995 

£8,295 

£4,995 

£7,495 

£8,295 

£6,295 

£9,995 

£9,995 

£6,695 
£7,295 
£11,495 
£10,795 
£9,295 
£8,995 

£8,295 

£2,495 

£7,195 

£5,495 

£8,995 

£9,495 

£4,495 

£2,995 

£3,795 

£11,995 

£M95 

£12,495 

£10,295 

£7,495 

£8,995 


Others 

57 Honda Jazz Hatchback 1.4 i-DSi SE 5dr Black 73k 
13 Hyundai 120 Diesel Hatchback 1.1 CRDi Active Black 49k 
55 Hyundai Tucson Diesel Estate 2.0 CRTD GSI Silver 54k 

13 Kia Spoilage Diesel Estate 1.7 CRDi ISG 2 White 36k 

64 Kia Spoilage Diesel Estate 2.0 CRDi KX-2 Blue 18k 

14 Mercedes-benz A Class A180 CDI Blue Sport Grey 40k 

65 Mini Hatchback 1.5 Cooper Black 16k 

14 Mitsubishi Asx Estate 1.6 3 5dr, Black 35k 

14 Renault Clio 1.5 dCi 90 Dyna MediaNav Energy Blue 22k 

65 Renault Grand Scenic 1.5 dCi Dynamique Nav Black 20k 

13 Seat Altea Diesel Estate 2.0 TDI CR SE Copa DSG Grey 30k 

14 Skoda Roomster Estate 1.2 TSI 105 SE DSG Maroon 23k 
14 Skoda Yeti Outdoor Estate 1.2 TSI SE White 27k 

14 Toyota Yaris 1.33 WT-i lcon+ Multidrive S Turquoise 26k 
14 Volkswagen Golf Diesel 1.6 TDI 105 SE Silver 44k 
64 Volkswagen Tiguan 2.0 TDi BlueMotion Tech DSG Silver 50k 
14 Volvo V40 D2 Cross Country Lux Powershift Black 37k 


£1,995 

£2,495 

£5,495 

£2,995 

£3,495 

£11,495 

£11,995 

£14,495 

£14,995 

£13,495 

£12,995 


£9,695 

£7,995 

£11,695 

£11,995 


£7,995 

£8,295 

£10,495 

£10,995 

£8,295 

£8,495 

£9,695 

£12,995 

£10,495 
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By Andy Richardson 


When the SX4 S Cross was being created, the design 
team presumably took a dozen or more families to 
one side, plied them with bottles of continental lager 
and said this: “Draw up a wishlist. Tell us everything 
you’d like to find in a decent, spacious family car.” 

And the guys with the continental lager went away and 
came up with a really, really, really long list. 

It would have said things like: cruise control, the option 
to flit between automatic and manual, paddle controls 
on the steering wheel if you want to change gear so 
you haven’t got to bother with a clutch - God, clutches 
are so 1972 - a radar warning system that slows things 
down if you approach the traffic ahead too quickly, 
heated seats with options for super warm and merely 
snugly. There’d be an integrated, digital entertainment 
console with DAB, USB, SatNav, Bluetooth and touch 
screen controls as well as smart buttons on the steering 
column. 

And then, while they were getting in another round of 
continental lager and ordering burgers in brioche buns 
with extra pickle, they’d ask for three different drive 
modes - a regular, around-town-or-on-the-motorway 
mode, a sports mode for when you need to put your 
foot down and make the engine roar and then a snow/ 



There’s plenty of storage in the boot 

mud 4x4 mode for off-road fun days. There’d be basic 
comforts, plenty of storage in a split-level boot, the 
ability for the driver to disable rear window controls 
in case the kids are getting restless and lowering 
the windows on the motorway and then there’d be 
a humungous sun roof that covered both driver and 
passenger in the front and the kids in the back. Oh, 
and before they polish off the last of their beers, they’d 
ask for shiny black alloy wheels, rear privacy glass, 

LED lights, knee bags as well as airbags, just in case 
anything ever went wrong. 

The guys in the bar would smile a satisfied smile, hand 
in their lists and present them to Suzuki Design Co. 

At that point, most self-respecting car manufacturers 
would look at the list, mutter something like ‘are you 
joking, that’ll cost a fortune’ before ignoring the focus 
group’s wish list and coming up with suggestions that 
are far more utilitarian and, frankly, not as damned 
expensive. 

And yet the team behind the SX4 S Cross have done 
something remarkable. They’ve packed so much 
new technology into their car that it’s difficult to know 
whether you should drive it or programme it. It’s intuitive 
and responsive, it’s light on its feet, the stereo pounds 
like Friday night in Da Klub. 

For sure, the SX4 S Cross isn’t the sexiest looking car 
on the market - neither inside nor out. It’s a little clunky 
and a bit plastic-ey. It’s a little bit boy-or-girl-next-door, 
rather than Hollywood Swoon Biscuit. But Hollywood 
Swoon Biscuit can be notoriously fickle while him-or- 
her-next-door is reliable, tried-and-trusted and avoids 
excess. 

And when it comes to good family cars, reliability wins 
out every time. 

The SX4 S Cross drives beautifully. Suzuki’s new 
BoosterJet technology packs plenty of torque into its 
ramped up 1.4 litre petrol engine while also providing 
better fuel economy than the 1.6 litre engine. Which is 
pretty clever, really. 

It’s sturdy and robust, a genuine Scrum Half of a 
car that’s not going to get buffeted about on windy 
motorways and remains rigid and upright while off- 
roading. 

Sporty and dynamic, the SX4 S Cross combines 
stylish, city-orientated designs with genuine off-road 
capability. 

The value for money that it offers is, frankly, 
astonishing. Comfort and convenience, sophistication 
and style: the SX4 S Cross offers perfect family driving, 
mile after mile. 
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Former England captain Ted Dexter is now a member of the club after moving to the area Captain David Barnes (standing) looks on from the balcony at Lord’s during the 1973 National Knockout final 



Wolverhampton Cricket Club captain James Hammond 



The impressive new net facility at Danescourt 


Pushing the boundaries 
to get city into cricket 


SPOUTING FEATURE 


By Tim Spiers 


IT may be a well-worn cliche but in this 
case it’s certainly apt - James Hammond 
wants to put Wolverhampton cricket on 
the map. 

The sport may trail behind football, speed¬ 
way and boxing for the city’s affections. 

But Hammond, captain of Wolverhampton Cricket 
Club, believes the interest is there - and he’s keen for 
his club to exploit it. 

A £60,000 makeover of the club’s Danescourt Road 
ground in Tettenhall will certainly help. The pictur¬ 
esque ground boasts new nets and covers, of county 
cricket standard, for the players, while fans can watch 
the action from a charming decking area. 

You might even find yourself sitting next to for¬ 
mer England captain Ted Dexter who, aged 82, has 
recently moved to Wolverhampton from his home in 
France to be nearer to his family and has become a 
club member. 

Excellent 

Next up, Hammond hopes, will be positive results 
on the pitch. 

A run to the quarter-finals of the 
National Knockout has helped cre¬ 
ate a buzz around Danescourt as 
the current side bid to emulate the 
legendary Wolverhampton sides of 
1973 and 1999 who lifted club crick¬ 
et’s most prestigious trophy on nev- 
er-to-be-forgotten days at Lord’s. 

Wolverhampton beat The Mote 
from Kent in their first appearance 
at the home of cricket and then overcame Middlesex 
outfit Teddington in 1999. 

A home tie with Ockbrook & Borrowash now awaits 
on August 6 and Hammond, who bagged five wickets 
in the last 16 victory over Bootle, is hoping it will cap¬ 
ture the attention of the city’s cricket fans. 

“We just need to get more people to come and watch 



Vikram Solanki, ex-Wolverhampton, in England colours 

us now,” he said. “Results will help, people want to 
see a winning side. 

“The new facilities are excellent. With the covers, 
we’d have eight or nine games called off per season 
before, but now it’s 
three or four. 

“There’s so much 
space here and we’ve 
got the capacity for 
another 100, 200, 300 
people. 

“We’ve got to create 
that buzz, especially 
on social media and 
things like that which 
we’re trying to push and promote more.” 

While 62-times-capped legend Dexter is a very 
welcome addition to the Wolverhampton ranks, it’s 
future legends that the club wants to produce more 
than anything. 

That said, they’ve helped nurture their fair share 
of county players in recent years, as 25-year-old 


Hammond is keen to point out. “We’ve got Ted here 
through connections, which is great,” he added. 
“Dave Lycett and Chris Bowyer have done a great job 
fundraising and promoting the club on the social side 
of things, holding a lot of things in the winter as you 
need to create that revenue for 12 months. 

“To have Ted here is lovely. Wine and cheese nights 
- not many clubs will be doing that! It can only help 
boost our exposure. 

“We’ve also got, hopefully, a few future legends. 
We’ve had a lot of pros who’ve come through the 
ranks -1 can’t name other clubs who’ve produced the 
number of first class cricketers that we have.” 

In the last 15 or 20 years the likes of current 
Worcestershire player Tom Fell and Vikram Solanki, 
who also played for the county and represented Eng¬ 
land, have played through the age groups to adult 
cricket at Wolverhampton. 

Toughest 

Aneesh Kapil and Chris Russell, two more former 
Worcestershire players, have also played for the club. 

Hammond added: “And Birmingham League 
Cricket is a great place to play your cricket. It’s one 
of the toughest leagues in the country. 

“Plus there’s been a raft of overseas players that 
have come and gone and a few more young stars be¬ 
fore my time.” 

In the most urban of cities, situated in the football 
hotbed that is the Black Country, it can be hard for 
local cricket to get the exposure it deserves. 

Hammond believes more competitions between 
local clubs could help attract interest - and maybe see 
Wolverhampton Cricket Club competing with Wolves, 
or Wolverhampton Speedway, for the city spotlight. 

“It’s not just us, there are so many good small clubs 
in the area,” he said. 

“We should bring those games back because we 
don’t play half the sides anymore. 

“We might play Himley occasionally but we don’t 
play Fordhouses, Penn, Wightwick & Finchfield or 
Codsall as much as we should. There’s the Black 
Country T20 week but a cup organised with more 
local teams would be good. 

“You associate Wolverhampton with football, 
speedway and maybe boxing, but the interest in 
cricket is up there.” 


“We’ve got to create that 
buzz, especially on so¬ 
cial media and things like 
that which we’re trying to 
push and promote more.” 


Sykes back on track 
after Welsh success 

STOURBRIDGE rally driver Richard Sykes heads into the Tyneside stages 
of British Rally Championship this weekend on the back of two successful 
days on the Nicky Grist Stages event in Wales. 

Sykes finished first two wheel drive car on the first day and second on day 
two in his Batham’s Brewery, G I Sykes Ltd, The Body Clinic, Staniland 
Marina and Summit Platforms-supported Citroen DS3 R3. 

Sykes has had a relatively quiet year so far with his season not starting 
until the Somerset Stages in April. He was leading the ‘Silver Star’ category 
for two wheel drive cars until he hit a rock which holed the radiator, forcing 
him into retirement. He had better luck on the Carlisle Stages in Cumbria, 
finishing joint first and only losing maximum points on a tie-break due to 
the other driver being quicker on the opening stage. 

Next up is the Tyneside Stages which held on the Otterburn ranges in 
Northumberland on Sunday followed by an event at Donington Park and 
then two more Silver Star rallies, the Woodpecker and Trackrod Stages. 


Gazza returns to the 
region for Q&A night 

PAUL Gascoigne is set to return to the West Midlands next month for a live 
question and answer session. 

The former England star will take the stage at The H Suite in Birming¬ 
ham on September 15 to tell the story of the highs and lows of his football 
career and beyond. 

It marks Gazza’s first appearance on stage in the region since his infa¬ 
mous 2015 show at Wolverhampton Civic Hall, which resulted in a court 
appearance after he admitted making a racist comment to a security guard. 

The event, which is being put on by Wolverhampton-based promoters 
Showfighter UK, also offers meet and greet opportunities with Gazza and 
features a meal and a memorabilia auction. 

Showfighter UK director Andy Sahota said: “Our Three Lions-themed 
evening will be a celebration of one of England’s most iconic footballers.” 

Further details and tickets are available at www.showfighter.co.uk/ 
events 


Rutter is back on 
superbikes podium 

BRIERLEY Hill-born Michael Rutter returned to the circuits after another 
successful stint on the roads in Finland to secure two more podiums in the 
National Superstock 1000 Championship. 

The 45-year-old rider claimed two seconds and a fourth on the Bathams/ 
SMT Racing BMW at Brands Hatch. It means Danny Buchan still leads the 
championship from Richard Cooper with Rutter maintaining third place, 
13.5 points clear of Chrissy Rouse. 

Meanwhile, Kurt Wigley, 21, from Hednesford, brought his Sorrymate. 
com Yamaha home in 11th and 12th places in the British Supersport series 
to sit 15th in the championship. 

Twin brother Matt had an operation last week to cement his crushed 
vertebrae following a bad crash in the National Superstock 1000 class and 
is on the mend - and says he is ‘looking forward to returning’. 

The British Superbike support classes now head to Thruxton, in Hamp¬ 
shire, for round seven this weekend, from tomorow to Sunday. 
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It’s Hall or 
nothing in 
play-offs bid 

RICHARD HALL is counting down the 
days to his Cradley debut. 

Hall, a former top flight title winner 
with Peterborough, has been drafted in 
to bolster the Heathens for a late play-off 
push. He will make his bow at Birming¬ 
ham when they face the Isle of Wight 
next Wednesday, August 9. 

He was unavailable on Monday night, 
when Heathens went down 56-34 to 
Kent. Hall said: “For the last few years 
I’ve been involved, I just feel I’ve been 
messed around no matter where I’ve 
ended up. 

“Everything seemed okay at Redcar 
earlier this season then they got rid of 
me. I then went to Peterborough and 
again, empty promises were made and 
I’d just had enough. 

“I was ready to pack it all in and I was 
just starting to sell some of my equip¬ 
ment. But Cradley came calling and I 
couldn’t say no really. 

“Cradley are a massive club, especially 
at this level and they’ve still got ambi¬ 
tions to do well. 

“I followed the meeting on Monday 
at Kent and it was disappointing to see 
them lose like that. 

“We know we need to beat the Isle of 
Wight - and we could do with hitting a 
big score as well to remind everyone of 
what we can do and show them how we 
mean to go on until the end of the sea¬ 
son. 

“I still think Cradley can make the 
play-offs - but we know we need to win 
all of our meetings to give ourselves a 
chance. 

Hopes of county 
are pinned on 
debutant Norman 

IT was a quiet weekend for athletes 
from Dudley Kingswinford Running 
Club with only one solitary member pin¬ 
ning on a number and racing. 

But it wasn’t the two-tone blue hooped 
vest the number was being pinned to. In¬ 
stead it was the royal blue vest with the 
single yellow band of Shropshire. 

Dave Norman pulled on the county 
colours to race in the Meerbrook 15k, a 
race including an inter-counties competi¬ 
tion between Staffordshire, Derbyshire, 
Cheshire, North Wales and Shropshire. 

It was a tough county debut for the DK 
runner with the first two miles climbing 
up Gunn Hill, an incline often used on 
cycling’s Tour Of Britain to decide King 
of the Mountains points. After a long un¬ 
dulating loop through the Staffordshire 
Moorlands countryside the course plum¬ 
meted down that same hill to the finish 
giving runners the opportunity to make 
up for lost time going in the opposite di¬ 
rection some time earlier. 

Finishing with a fair old rattle down 
that last hill Norman crossed the line in 
1.04.43 to claim 50th position in a field 
approaching 400. 


Baker out to Kane rival before Benn bout 



Kane Baker fights at The Venue on Saturday 


KANE Baker steps into the ring in Dudley this 
weekend ahead of a bout against Nigel Benn’s son 
Conor next month. 

Baker, from Bartley Green, accepted the bout at 
short notice for the 02 Arena in London on July 1. 
The two welterweights were prevented from get¬ 
ting it on, though, when the British Boxing Board 
of Control discovered Baker’s medical clearance 
had expired. Benn, aged just 20, instead halted 
southpaw Michael Cole, who stepped in with a day 
to spare, by third round stoppage. Baker, 27, has 


undergone his annual medical since and passed 
with flying colours, so can box again. 

But before the September 1 bout he takes on 
the rarely-stopped Qasim Hussain over four 
rounds at The Venue on Saturday. 

Rowley Regis’ Tyler Denny and Dudley’s Les 
Byfield feature, while hot prospect Ekow Essu- 
man will box in the Black Country for the first 
time as a professional. Another Brummie, Daryl 
Pearce, makes up the home corner. For tickets, at 
£35 and £50, call 07939 588 810. 


Dylan shines 
in crunch win 


Baby boon for champ Whiley 



Jordanne Whiley in action at Wimbledon where she won the wheelchair doubles 


HALESOWEN’S 35-run win 
over Fordhouses keeps them 
in the race for promotion from 
Division Two with Pershore, 
who were 119-run victors at 
Old Elizabethans. 

Fordhouses slip to second in the table, 
nine points behind Oswestry, who re¬ 
turn to the top after an easy nine-wick¬ 
et win against Sutton Coldfield. 

Fordhouses’ opening bowlers Kashif Hussein 
(3 for 35) and Chris Guest (3-52) made Hale¬ 
sowen struggle for every run of their score of 177, 
a total that they reached thanks to 50 from 96 
balls by Dylan Ross-Watt. 

He was involved in stands of 57 for the ninth 
wicket and 30 for the last, then took 3-58 as Ford¬ 
houses were bowled out for 142. Richard Brooker 
finished them off with 3-6 after Ross-Watt had 
taken the early wickets. 

Amazing 

Speaking after a tensely fought battle Brooker 
said: “It’s been quite an amazing few weeks to 
be honest. Credit due to all the players but es¬ 
pecially to Dylan. This is his second year with us 
and his attitude and work rate around the club 
and the team is first class and he is getting the 
results for him and us. However, next week is 
another tester with Oswestry coming to us and 
again we need to grab back some points differen¬ 
tials to stay with the leading pair.” 

The second XI managed to do the double over 
high-flying Knowle and Dorridge. 

Restricting them to 133 thanks to three-wicket 
hauls from Nathan Hines and Naim Luhar - 
topped off with 4-33 from Charlie Greening 
- Halesowen then began well, climbing to 75-0 
before Williams (28) and Luhar (38) were dis¬ 
missed. This left Joe Tromans (30no) to see the 
side home and close the points gap to 21 for Pre¬ 
mier Division safety. 

The third team picked up a victory over Hanley 
Castle thanks mainly to Archie Reeves (3-17). 


HALESOWEN wheelchair tennis star Jor¬ 
danne Whiley has confirmed she won her 
fourth successive Wimbledon women’s wheel¬ 
chair doubles title while pregnant. 

The 25-year-old teamed up with Japan’s Yui 
Kamiji to win the title, and Whiley has since 
tweeted to announce her pregnancy with part¬ 
ner and coach Marc McCarroll. Whiley opened 
up about playing while pregnant, which Serena 


Williams also did in January when she won the 
Australian Open. “I thought, ‘If we start try¬ 
ing in May I could still play Wimbledon, and 
it worked,” she said. “But I had no idea how 
incredibly sick I’d be. 

“At the French Open, I was really, really ill. I 
thought it was a stomach bug. Even the doctors 
thought it was a stomach bug. But by Wimble¬ 
don I was a little more prepared.” 


Pre-season 
ending with 
trip to Bulls 

STOURBRIDGE FC round off their 
preparations for the 2017-18 season on 
Saturday with a trip to take on South¬ 
ern League Premier title favourites Her¬ 
eford FC at Edgar Street (kick-off 3pm). 

The Glassboys have been invited to 
contest the Herefordshire FA Senior 
Invitational Cup against the home side, 
a trophy that dates back to the early 
1950s. 

Last Saturday, Gary Hackett’s men 
suffered their first defeat in pre-season 
when they slipped to a 2-1 loss away at 
Alvechurch. Two successfully converted 
penalties by ex-Stour midfielder Tom 
Turton on 11 and 39 minutes, either side 
of an equalising goal from summer sign¬ 
ing Jordan Murphy, were enough to give 
the home side victory, but the Glassboys 
were forced to play the last 15 minutes a 
man short after substitute Aaron Forde 
was ordered off for showing dissent to¬ 
wards the referee. 

Stourbridge will be selling season tick¬ 
ets and flexi-tickets for the new season 
from their club shop at the War Memo¬ 
rial Ground this Sunday, August 6, be¬ 
tween 11am and 12.30pm. 

Club officials have now confirmed that 
their opening league fixture at home to 
Matlock Town will be played on Au¬ 
gust 13, with a 3pm kick-off as there is 
cricket taking place at Amblecote the 
day before. 

Monkton is placed 
among the top 10 

BLACK Country Triathlete Ben Monk- 
ton travelled to Snowdonia to compete 
in the Snowman full distance triathlon 
which involved a 1km swim in Llyn 
Mymbyr at Plas y Brenin, a 70km ride 
through the heart of Snowdonia Nation¬ 
al Park, followed by a brutal 9km run 
with the first 3km gaining about 650m 
of ascent to the summit of Moel Siabod. 

Monkton finished in an overall time of 
3:44:36 and seventh overall. 

Closer to home, at the Blithfield Sprint 
and Standard triathlon, Keith Bate came 
home first for the club in the sprint in 
1:17:02, first in the over 60 age group. 
Oliver Evans finished third junior in 
1:18:32 and Leigh-Ann Adams finished 
in 1:48:51. Edward Horgan completed 
the Standard distance race in 3:01:13, 
25th Super Vet. 


★★★ 


NEWSPAPERS 
SUPPORT 
RECYCLING 
The recycled 
content 

of newspapers in 
2015 was 62.8% 
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